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Der VermibBite Fischer
The Missing Fisher

for orchestra

Waris Sukontapatipark




Instrumentation

2 Flutes (2™ double Piccolo)
2 Oboes (2" double English horn)

2 Clarinets in Bb

Bassoon
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpet in Bb

2 Trombone
Bass trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussions (3 player)
Bass drum, Tam-tam*, Cymbals*, Vibraphone, Wind chimes, 3 Wood blocks, Triangle

Strings

*The player need to have a coin to scrape and a violoncello or contrabass bow
to play arco on the tam-tam and cymbals

The score 1s transposed

Duration: ca. 9'30"




Program Notes

This piece was inspired by the poem Der Fischer (The Fisherman) by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.
The poem was written approximately in 1778, and tells a story according to a myth about a fisherman that was
enticed by a siren to follow her underwater.

This work was composed in the same way as the way in which the storyline in the poem progress. It
begins with active motion in the orchestra that represent sea waves, creating an ambiance of a seashore where the
event took place. After that, the first melody is introduced, depicting a fisherman calmly fishing there.
Meanwhile, the water gradually swelled more and more strongly, hinting that something was going to appear out
of the waves’ turbulence. Eventually, the siren emerged and everything became motionless, resulting in light and
gentle atmosphere, yet mysterious. The siren’s song is then played on the violoncello, starting with a lyrical
melody. The beauty of the melody does not last very long, but is gradually broken apart and distorted as the
fisher is lured by her song. The music becomes increasingly intense until it reaches the climatic point, where the
melodies of both the fisher and the mermaid return at the same time, reflecting the fisher’s feeling that was
completely dominated by the siren, urging him to follow her. After he sinks under the water, the sound of the sea
waves returns, but in a different way. The waves sound much more tranquil. At the end, everything slowly fades
away and ends in ambiguity, just as how Geothe ended the poem, leaving a number of questions without any
answer. No one knows whether the fisher was still alive in the underwater world, or if he drowned in torment.
Only the fisher himself would know.

Waris Sukontapatipark
30 Jan, 2020

The poem ""Der Fischer"

Das Wasser rauscht', das Wasser schwoll,
Ein Fischer saf} daran,

Sah nach dem Angel ruhevoll,

Kiihl bis ans Herz hinan.

Und wie er sitzt und wie er lauscht,

Teilt sich die Flut empor:

Aus dem bewegten Wasser rauscht

Ein feuchtes Weib hervor.

Sie sang zu ihm, sie sprach zu ithm:
Was lockst du meine Brut

Mit Menschenwitz und Menschenlist
Hinauf in Todesglut?

Ach wiiitest du, wie's Fischlein ist
So wohlig auf dem Grund,

Du stiegst herunter, wie du bist,

Und wiirdest erst gesund.

Labt sich die liebe Sonne nicht,
Der Mond sich nicht im Meer?
Kehrt wellenatmend ihr Gesicht
Nicht doppelt schoner her?

Lockt dich der tiefe Himmel nicht.
Das feuchtverklarte Blau?

Lockt dich dein eigen Angesicht
Nicht her in ew'gen Tau?

Das Wasser rauscht', das Wasser schwoll,
Netzt' ihm den nackten Ful3;

Sein Herz wuchs ithm so sehnsuchtsvoll
Wie bei der Liebsten Gruf3.

Sie sprach zu ihm, sie sang zu ihm;

Da war's um ihn geschehn;

Halb zog sie ihn, halb sank er hin

Und ward nicht mehr gesehn.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)
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