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rii e R o l e o f  r i ieor ic s i n C h i l d r e n ' s S o c i a l  C o g n i t i v e D e v e l o p m e n t 

Cliaii{>si n L e e 
P A C C S,  Philosoph y Departmen t 
Biiighamlo n Universit y ( S U N Y ) 

Binghamton ,  N Y 1390 2 
b b 0 5 3 1 1 @ b i n g h a m t o n . e d u 

Systematicit y  i s evidence d i n al l  area s o f  huma n cognition . 
I n thei r  defens e o f  th e Classica l  mode l  (GOFAI) ,  Fodo r  an d 
Pylyshy n (1988 )  sho w ho w th e productivit y an d th e 
systematicit y  o f  huma n cognitio n i s exhibite d throug h th e us e 
of  language .  Th e assumptio n i s tha t  th e well-observe d 
productivit y an d systematicit y o f  languag e require s a n 
underlyin g cognitiv e structur e wit h a  correspondingl y simila r 
architecture .  I n a  simila r  vein ,  man y theorist s i n th e are a o f 
categorizatio n an d concep t  formatio n als o believ e tha t 
concept s i n a  give n domai n ar e no t  singula r  units ,  bu t 
mutuall y inter-dependen t  element s i n a  hierarchica l  structur e 
(Carey ,  1985) .  Afte r  Carey' s work ,  man y researcher s i n 
developmenta l  psycholog y argu e tha t  children' s cognitiv e 
developmen t  depend s upo n theorie s aroun d whic h childre n 
construc t  thei r  conceptua l  knowledge .  Sinc e theorie s ar e 
applicabl e onl y t o a  give n domain ,  researcher s partitio n 
children' s knowledg e int o differen t  cognitiv e areas :  e.g. , 
categorizatio n (Murph y an d Medin ,  1985) ,  physic s (Leslie , 
1994) ,  an d biolog y (Hatan o an d Inagaki ,  1994) . 

I n th e are a o f  socia l  cognition ,  th e Theor y o f  Min d 
hypothesi s (Weliman ,  1990 )  endorse s th e vie w tha t  childre n 
need t o hav e a  theor y abou t  ho w min d wor k i n orde r  t o 
successfull y interac t  wit h others .  T w o seriou s problem s hav e 
been raise d agains t  th e Theor y o f  Min d paradigm .  Firstly , 
younge r  childre n d o no t  see m t o b e sophisticate d enoug h t o 
kno w an y theor y a t  all .  Secondly ,  eve n i f  younge r  children' s 
understandin g o f  othe r  peopl e ca n b e viewe d a s a  theory ,  th e 
Theor y o f  Min d hypothesi s generall y fail s  t o giv e a 
satisfactor y accoun t  o f  ho w childre n acquir e suc h a  theor y o f 
mind .  Despit e som e Theor y o f  Min d advocates '  proposa l  fo r 
an innatenes s modula r  thesi s (Baron-Cohen ,  1995 )  t o remed y 
th e problems ,  man y researcher s reacte d b y simpl y rejectin g 
th e whol e ide a o f  folk-psycholog y a s a  theor y (Hobson ,  1991) . 
However ,  a s Nelso n (1996 )  argued ,  man y concept s ar e 
cultura l  abstraction s whos e meaning s ca n b e define d onl y i n 
th e structure s o f  taxonomie s an d hierarchies .  Becomin g a 
competen t  member  o f  a  speec h communit y mean s tha t  th e 
chil d mus t  incorporat e th e conceptua l  categorie s an d 
organization s o f  th e societ y durin g th e proces s o f  languag e 
acquisition . 

I n contras t  t o man y theorists ,  I  argu e tha t  folk-psycholog y 
i s no t  a  sor t  o f  knowledg e bas e i n a n individual' s head ,  bu t  a 
socia l  construc t  tha t  i s  shared ,  shape d an d modifie d b y al l 
members o f  th e society .  Firs t  o f  all ,  th e meaning s o f  word s ar e 
determine d no t  b y privat e referentia l  acts ,  bu t  b y communa l 
practice s o f  a  speec h communit y a s a  whole .  Brune r  (1983 ) 
showed tha t  younge r  children' s natura l  expression s ar e 
understoo d an d complete d a s 'proto-speec h acts '  b y adul t  care -
givers .  Care-givers ,  a s representative s o f  th e society ,  woul d 
hel p the m t o conventionaliz e thei r  natura l  expression s throug h 
game-lik e interactiona l  routine s lik e 'peekaboo' .  Th e 

phenomeno n o f  psychologica l  symbiosi s i n languag e 
acquisitio n persist s throug h adult-hoo d becaus e th e meaning s 
of  man y term s i n a  language ,  includin g natura l  kin d terms ,  ar e 
determine d accordin g t o th e principl e o f  'th e divisio n o f 
linguisti c labor "  (Putnam ,  1975) .  Furthermore ,  cross-cultura l 
and cross-linguisti c studie s sho w tha t  socia l  cognitiv e 
concept s lik e 'mind '  an d 'person '  ar e highl y culture -  an d 
language-dependen t  theoretica l  construction s (Shwede r  an d 
Miller ,  1985) .  I n ligh t  o f  these ,  I  conten d tha t  min d i s no t  a n 
entit y insid e eac h individual' s mind ,  bu t  a  share d cultura l 
constructio n tha t  i s maintaine d b y th e societ y a s a  whole . 
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