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This piece was inspired by a trip I took to Nepal last summer. While there I visited the Pashupatinath Temple, one of
the most important pilgrimage sites in Hindu culture. Pashupati is an incarnation of Shiva, a god that is believed to
destroy the universe in order to re-create it. Inside the temple, the Nepali people wear colorful clothes and flowers
during the celebration of special occasions. Outside the temple, an eerie silence of the traditional Hindu open
cremation is noticeably present, and this is something I had a chance to personally witness.

I saw a dead person wrapped in orange from head to toe, with his face being the only visible part of his body. As the
priest performed the rituals, the dead body was lit with ghee, oil, expensive clothing and jewelry. Suddenly, I saw a
woman in a white robe on the other side of the bank following her family at the end of the queue. The other
members of her family were talking to each other normally, but she did not speak nor smile. My Nepali friend told
me that the woman's husband was the one who had just died, and that she was on her way to serve the mourning
ritual. While the rest of a Hindu family serves a thirteen-day mourning period following a cremation, the wife of the
family observes a stricter one in a small temple right next to the Pashupatinath. She stays there alone for those
thirteen days, fasting and wearing all white.

The piece is based largely on my imagination of that particular woman’s mourning ritual. While Shiva silently
witnesses the loss, tears and agony every day, this woman’s plea seems to be transformed into a dimensionless offering
to all the other people who seek peace and painlessness. She accepts and embraces the agony. She sees Shiva perform
the Tandava, a dance in five forms that illustrates the cosmic cycle consisting of creation, destruction and liberation.
She talks to Shiva, and eventually the two of them become one and the same.

— DAl WEI
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