
UCLA
Thinking Gender Papers

Title
Involvement of Women and Mothers in the Modern Anti-Vaccination Movement of the United States

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2bm8t2rz

Author
Muder, Sarah J

Publication Date
2018

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2bm8t2rz
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Involvement of Women and Mothers in the Modern Anti Vaccination 

Movement of the United States
Sarah Jane Muder [B.A, Science, Technology and Society, Vassar College (2018)]

Main Ideas

❖ The modern anti-vaccination movement in the US 
borrowed a language of medical rebellion from second 
wave feminism
❖ The didactic nature of the medical field contributes 
to distrust of vaccine technology among mothers.

Research Questions

1.How is the anti-vaccination movement 
a response to historical imbalances of 
power in the medical industry? 

2.What are the demographics of mothers 
who are vaccine hesitant? 

3.Through strengthening our knowledge 
of the above, how can we create 
feminist public health strategies to 
improve vaccination rates?

Core Ideas and Differentiations of 
Second Wave Feminism

❖First wave (1890-1920): focus was mainly on 
voting rights for middle class women
❖Second wave (1960-1980): Based on the idea of 
changing societal conceptions of the gender role 
of the woman
❖Concern about vaccinations was an extension of 
second wave feminism’s distrust  of the medical 
community

Theoretical Perspectives
Donna Haraway’s Cyborg Theory

❖Combining human and machine makes ideas more 
powerful; dualism is a concept invented by patriarchy, 
weakens groups by inventing other
❖Using social media technology gives vaccination fear in 
parents strength 

Unequal Power Structures in Medicine
❖In 1949, only 5.5% of medical school graduates were 
women 

❖Physician is seen as great decider, holds social capital in 
terms of education, financial status, gender, and race, while 
mother is seen via traditional feminine roles as “being 
acted upon”

Educational Strategies: Successes 
and Failures

❖Medicine as traditionally didactic and patronizing, move 
toward communicative and balanced relationships between 
parents and physicians 

❖Use online interactive tools to provide accurate and 
up-to-date vaccine information for parents to access with ease, 
internet usage provides cyborg effect

Who Exactly Isn’t Vaccinating?

Infographics such as the picture below could have 
utility in presenting comparative risk to mothers
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