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TRANCE ORGANICS (2018) by Jeremy Podgursky 

Commissioned for premiere on August 11th, 2018 at the Pike Falls Chamber Music Festival 

In Memoriam David Bowie 

 

INSTRUMENTATION: 

Flute (doubling piccolo) 

Clarinet in B flat 

Bassoon 

Piano 

Violin 1 

Violin 2 

Viola 

Cello 

 

Score is in C 

Duration: 12:00 

 

Special Thanks to Susanna Loewy, Richard Scerbo, my family, Melissa Arnold, John Gibson, 

Alicyn Warren, Don Freund, Claude Baker, Sven-David Sandström, David Dzubay, Jeffrey 

Hass, and Franz the Schnauzer Mutt. 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES: 

 

* all grace notes happen BEFORE the beat 

* square note-heads in clarinet are sub-tone 

* all string playing is on the string unless marked with staccato  

* all harmonics on strings are notated with their sounding pitch when they first occur 

*  please have fun, at all costs 

 

For more info or contact, visit www.jeremypodgursky.com regularly. 

© 2018 Jeremy Podgursky – All Rights Reserved. 

Published by Turbo Tekkamaki Press (ASCAP) 



PROGRAM NOTES 

 TRANCE ORGANICS (2018) is a sequel to TRANCE MECHANICS (2014). The 

source musical material for the latter was from four real and imaginary mechanical devices 

that were presented in alternating movements that evolved throughout the piece. In contrast, 

TRANCE ORGANICS derives all of its source material from a relatively simple, crooning 

clarinet melody that appears in the penultimate section of the piece (THE ARRIVAL). 

 Fragments of this melody were expanded upon melodically, harmonically, and 

texturally in a series of very brief, hopefully trance-inducing vignettes, all of which recur in 

variation at some point later in the piece. These brief scenes are, in general, harmonically and 

melodically static (dare I say minimal?): the progression of the piece is marked by the passage 

of one contrasting scene to the next. These little worlds are much more Miro or Basquiat 

than realistic portraits.   

 TRANCE ORGANICS places heavy emphasis upon narrative techniques, and the 

introduction to every new scene in the score includes a term or terms describing how each 

section is supposed to emerge from the one before. I often think of a quantum timeline in 

my storytelling, with scenes presented as foreshadowing, rumination, dreams within dreams, 

etc. This approach is much akin to the ones I use composing fixed media pieces in the 

electronic studio, works that evolve in cinematic fashion with jump cuts, crossfades, and 

juxtaposition.  Below is the storyboard for the piece: 

* IT’S ALL AROUND YOU 

* PREMONITION OF THE ARRIVAL 

* SECRET LAUNCH RECIPE 

* LUCID DREAM WALTZ 

* HINTS OF INFINITY 

* PTTRN SQNCR 

* HINTS OF INFINITY 2 

* SECRET LAUNCH RECIPE 2 

* IT’S ALL AROUND YOU 2 

* PTTRN SQNCR 2: JYFL 

* HINTS OF INFINITY 3 

* THE ARRIVAL 

* LUCID DREAM WALTZ 2 
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TRANCE ORGANICS

commissioned for premiere at the 2018 Pikes Falls Chamber Festival 

Special thanks to Susanna Loewy and Richard Scerbo

In Memoriam David Bowie
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