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Program Notes: 
   
 The beginning idea for my Piano Quintet “New England” 
came about in late 2008 or early 2009.  It was an idea to write a 
large-scale three movement piano quintet that is my homage to the 
region I grew up in, where I lived from the age of one until I 
graduated from high school.  When I was young, it seemed that every 
weekend my parents would drag us kids around to some new small 
town in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, or Vermont, which, as kids, 
we naturally thought was a drag.  But going to college in a different 
area of the country has made me realize how ingrained “New 
England-ness” is in me, the small towns with a white church and a big 
steeple, the village green, the history and spirit of the revolution, the 
transcendentalist writings, protestant hymnody, etc.  When I left is 
also when I really fell in love with the music of Charles Ives, which 
always strikes such a deep chord with my New England roots.  It has 
now been six years since I have been able to witness a season other 
than summer in my home states, so I decided that I'd write this work 
as an homage to those seasons I have missed (and which I think are 
most distinctive and beautiful when in New England).  Each 
movement is based on a hymn tune that I am particularly fond of and 
grew up singing in church.  The main work on the piece was delayed, 
because of several other pressing projects, until the fall of 2010 and 
then was completed in February of 2011.   
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Performance Instructions: 
 

1. A portamento differs from a glissando in that a portamento 
is a quick slide to the next note at the end of the duration of 
the note, whereas a glissando is a slide from note to note at a 
constant velocity.  A note followed by a glissando should not 
be held any longer than any other pitch within the glissando 
but should be only a starting point for the glissando.   

 
2. Measured tremolos are indicated with a line through the 

stem of the note to divide the duration of note by half and 
double the frequency within the duration of the note.  
Unmeasured tremolos are indicated with three lines through 
the stem of the note and indicate that the performer should 
repeat the note as fast as possible within the duration of the 
note. 

 
3. In general, harmonics are notated by either a diamond 

notehead (◊) which indicates the pitch where the finger 
should be placed to produce the harmonic, or by a small 
circle over the note intended to sound as a harmonic.  For 
natural harmonics, both methods are used depending on 
context.  If several different natural harmonics are used in 
succession, where to produce the pitch is given by the 
diamond notehead in order to show the easiest way to 
transition from harmonic to harmonic.  In addition, the note 
intended to sound is given above the diamond notehead in 
parenthesis.  Otherwise, natural harmonics are indicated 
with just the pitch to be sounded while the performer 
chooses how to produce the pitch.   All artificial harmonics 
are designated with the stopped pitch as a regular notehead 
and the node to be touched a perfect fourth above the note 
with a diamond notehead.  The note produced should be two 
octaves above the stopped pitch and is NOT notated in the 
score.   

 
4. Unless otherwise indicated, the damper pedal should be used 

discreetly to allow for maximum clarity.   
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