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PREMIERED MAY 12,2016, AT SALLE BOURGIE IN MONTREAL, QUEBEC,
BY JANA MILLERAND ELLEN WEISER, SOPRANO, AND KRISTIN HOFF, MEZZ0O-SOPRANO
WITH MATT HAIMOVITZ, HANNAH CRAIGAND CARMEN BRUNO, CELLOS,
AND KATHRYN SCHULMEISTER, BRANDYN LEWIS AND YANNICK CHENEVERT, BASSES.

For millennia the Venus de Milo has been a symbol of beauty, grace and the feminine ideal. In
his “At the Carnival” Jim Dine creates three renderings of that instantly recognizable figure,
now headless and towering - at 14-feet tall — and carved in broad strokes with a chain saw
out of immense trunks of redwood, then painted in harlequin colors. Yet Dine’s reverence for
the female form is evident in every cut, and the piece’s overwhelming presence speaks to the
power wielded by these intoxicatingly compelling women.

In 1969 the poet Robert Creeley, a good friend to the artist Jim Dine, published his lyric poem,
“The Finger.” One of the longest poems in Creeley’s oeuvre, it is spoken by a man, reeling in
the presence of a woman, and finding in her the almost emasculating power to demand his
own performance as a man.

In One to One to One we hear three women, watching and laughing at our protagonist in his
writhing, self-flagellating efforts to impress, or at least to comprehend the figure in front of
him. These three women, observing aman, in turn observing a woman, are the creative palin-
drome to the three ladies of “At the Carnival,” passionately wrought by Dine and interpreted
in music by myself, in this whimsical attempt to celebrate the eternal complication of each of
us looking at the other. Our subject’s efforts ultimately come to no avail, and the best we can
conclude is there in Creeley’s text: “And the power to tell is glory. One unto one unto one. And
though all mistake it, it is one.”
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The Finger
by Robert Creeley

Either in or out of

the mind, a conception
overrides it. So that

that time I was a stranger,

bearded, with clothes that were
old and torn. I was told,

it was known to me, my

fate would be timeless. Again

and again Iwasto

get it right, the story I
myself knew only the way of,
but the purpose of it

had one, was not mine.

The quiet shatter of the light,
the image folded into
endlessly opening patterns -

had they faced me into
thelight so that my

eye was blinded? At moments
I knew they had gone but

searched for her face, the pureness
of its beauty, the endlessly sensual -
but no sense as that now reports it.
Rather, she was beauty, that

Aphrodite I had known of,

and caught sight of as maid -

a girlish openness—or known

as awoman turned from the light.

I knew, however, the other,

Perhaps even more. She was there

in the room’s corner, as she would be,
bent by a wind it seemed

would never stop blowing,

braced like a seabird,

with those endlessly clear grey eyes.
Name her, Athena — what name.

The osprey, the sea, the waves.
To go on telling the story,

to go on though no one hears it,
to the end of my days?

Mercury, Hermes, in dark glasses.
Talk to him - but asif

one talked to the telephone,
telling it to please listen —

is that right, have I said it -
and the reflecting face echoes

some of the cast of words in mind’s eye,

attention a whip of surmise.

And the power to tell

is glory. One unto one
unto one. And though all
mistake it, it is one.

I saw the stones thrown

at her. I felt aradiance transform
my hands and my face,

Iblessed her, I was one.

Are there other times?

Is she that woman,

or thisone. AmIthe man -
and what transforms.

Sit by the fire.

T'll dance ajigIlearned
long before we were born
for you and you only then.

Iwasnottogo

as if to somewhere,
was not in the mind
as thinking knows it,

but danced in ajigging
intensive circle

before the fire and its heat
and that woman lounging.



How had she turned herself?
She was largely warm —

flesh heavy - and smiled

in some deepening knowledge.

There are charms.

The peddler and the small dog
following and the whistled,
insistent song.

Ihad the pack

the tattered clothing,

was neither a man nor not one,
all that -

and who was she,

with the fire behind her,

in the mess of that place,

the dust, the scattered pieces,

her skin so warm,

S0 massive, so stolid in her
smiling the charm did not
move her but rather

kept her half-sleepy attention,
yawning, indulging the manny
who jiggled a world before her
made of his mind.

She was young.
she was old,

she was small.
She was tall with

extraordinary grace. Her face

was all distance, her eyes

the depth of all one had thought of,
again and again and again.

To approach, to hold her,
was not possible.

She laughed and turned
and the heavy folds of cloth

parted. The nakedness
burned. Her heavy breath,
her ugliness, her lust -
but her laughing, her low

chuckling laugh, the way

she moved her hand to the

naked breast, then to

her belly, her hand with its fingers.

Then shone -

and whatever is said

in the world, or forgotten,
or not said, makes a form.

The choice is simply,
Twill - as mind is a finger,
pointing, as wonder
aplace to be.

Listen to me, let

me touch you

there. You are young again,
and you are looking at me.

Was there ever

such foolishness more

than what thinks it knows

and cannot see, was there ever

more? Was the truth
behind us, or before?
Was it one

or two, and who was I?

She was laughing, she was
laughing, at me,

and I danced, and

I danced.

Lovely, lovely woman, let
me sing, one to
onetoone,and let

me follow.

Text © Robert Creeley. Reprinted by Permission.
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WOOLF - ONE TO ONE TO ONE
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OXINGALE MUSIC - OPERA | STAGE/SCREEN | CHORAL | VOICE

LUNA PEARL WOOLF
OPERA

Better Gods 60’
Libretto by Caitlin Vincent

COMMISSIONED BY THE WASHING-
TONNATIONAL OPERA,FRANCESCA
ZAMBELLO, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, TO
BE PRODUCED AT THE KENNEDY
CENTERIN THE 2015-2016 SEASON.

The Pillar [in progress] ~120°
Libretto by David Van Taylor
OPERA AMERICA GRANT RECIPIENT

Angel Heart, a music storybook -
60’ (Narrator, 4 voices, children’s
choir, 8 Cellos and Mandolin)

FULLY STAGED VERSION DIRECTED
BY BRIAN STAUFENBIEL

Orpheus on Sappho’s Shore - 45
(Soprano, Tenor, Chamber Ens.)
Libretto by Eleanor Wilner

STAGE/SCREEN

Angel Heart - 26’
(Narrator and 5 Cellos)
Story by Cornelia Funke

Mélange a trois - 30
(Violin, Cello, Percussion)
AWORDLESS OPERA

Suspense - 11’ (8 Cellos, 4 Perc.)
TO THE SILENT FILM BY LOIS WEBER

OXINGALE MUSIC

CHORAL

Aprés Moi, le Déluge - 25
(Solo Cello and SATB Choir)

How Bright the Darkness, a winter
solstice carol - 6

New Text by Eleanor Wilner (Solo
Baritone, SSA Choir, Ch. Orch.)

Into the Twilight - 5’ (SATB)

Songs for Women’s Chorus - 5
(SSAA)

VOICE
We are God’s Children -9’

(Mezzo-Soprano and Str. Qtet)
COMMISSIONED BY CARNEGIE HALL

IamaFish-17
(Soprano and String Quartet)

Odas de Todo el Mundo - 10
(Soprano, Cello, Piano)

Rumi: Quatrains of Love - 12’
(Soprano, Cello, Piano)

Reluctance -7’
(Soprano, Oboe, Bassoon)

Epithalamion -7’
(Soprano and Cello)

|
OXINGALEMUSIC.COM

LEWIS SPRATLAN
OPERA

Earthrise - 49
Libretto by Constance Congdon

COMMISSIONED BY THE
SANFRANCISCO OPERA

Midi [in progress] ~140
Libretto by Michael Miller

OPERAINTHREEACTSAFTER
EURIPIDES’ MEDEA

Of Time and the Seasons - 26’
(Soprano and Chamber Ens.)

CHORAL

Dona Nobis Pacem -6’ (Double
Choir, SSAA and SATB)

Elephant Rocks - 17’ (SATB)

Vespers Cantata: Hesperus is
Phospherus - 60’ (SATB Choir
and 6 Instruments)

Four Songs for Soprano and
Women’s Chorus - 10’ (Soprano,
SSA Choir and Piano)

The Manatees At Blue Springs -
15’ (SATB Choir, Piano)

Travels -9’ (TTBB Choir and
Piano Four-hands)

|
MUSIC@OXINGALE.COM





