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| first set to compose this String Quartet a few years ago after the marriage equality decision was handed down by the
Supreme Court in 2015. This new precedent seemed to be a turning point in both our political and social culture, that
queer identity and relationships were shifting from the closet to the mainstream. Needless to say, though it was an
exciting moment, | could not fully express what | was feeling through music at the time. One year later, 49 people were
killed and 53 were wounded during a mass shooting at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando and in my shock and horror, |
think | understood where my reticence lay. Even with campaigns that tell us it gets better, queer people remain targets of
hate and violence and we as a community did not have the luxury of resting on the laurels of a single cultural victory.

Since that tragedy, | have processed and reflected on it and my community, eventually finding the language to express
my fear, sadness, and also catharsis. Taking two touchstone moments in history, the Stonewall Riots of 1969 and the
Pulse shootings, | have developed my own meditation on the violence felt by the queer community via the state and by
private citizens. The first movement takes its subtitle from the first night of the riots, moving from moment to moment of
tension and anxiety until the final bars (“With Anger!”). The second, “One Pulse,” maintains a strict, slow tempo, with all
voices moving in unison, and for me is not only a type of prayer for those lost, but also means to symbolize the need to
unify as a strong community.

J. Alexander Brown
(Brooklyn, NY 2018)



Performance Notes:

Movement | is built on repeated cells. The number of repetitions are indicated by a numberX + ... For example: 4x+...
means that the cell is to be repeated at least 4 times, but may be repeated more than 4 times at the discretion of the
players.

The players should determine how many repetitions each cell should include if more than the indicated minimum.
Players are also encouraged to bring out different phrases during repetitions rather than playing everything in a strictly
homogenous form. The intent is that the cells and overall movement will not necessarily sound exactly the same from
performance to performance.

Dynamics indicated are suggestions and are flexible, except for the molto crescendo before rehearsal N.

Movement |l remains steady and slow, the tempo never fluctuating.

Due to the flexible structure, there is no specific duration.



String Quartet

|. Saturday June 28, 1969... (New York City)

1 4 J. Alexander Brown
Cautiously (2018)
8 (4x +...)
. ). R\ p——N — X —K —
Violoncello ,"LV, : R [ S —- -; P R — ¢ -I P R .I o ¢
pPpp--—p
A ...emerging the from dark (not too fast)
(6x +...) (6x +...) 2x +...)
A — ] .ll\ — — — ] .ll\ —
VC I'. Ih | | | =l bt i | . . | | . . | | | =I b i
: P » \ \ Nt ‘o = | ——— \ \ \
v _ — = l) ‘Oy v _/ — = D

mp

Copyright © Jesse Alexander Brown 2018



B}

”
: B Violin IT :
5x +...)
T —
8 Viola ]k | j—d—dl ——— — ma— - ~
514 : o o oo e —
& ~— TN~ ~ =~
mp
(5x +...) (5x +...)
A — ] .l’\ - — — ] .l’\ ] — — | .l’\ —
VC. I'.Ih | | | =| 'I i | : | | | =| " ? | é - |
/ /
(5x +...) (4x+...)
piZZ- — — arco _ > = > > > > >
S -’ e ®» oo O > ® e ©» il .- ®»
v 1 [ ) S ) )
n. | v N
SV
(5x +...) (4x+..))
— = —
_9 o & o = i ze =2
Vin. II | fab - -
[Y)
(5x +...) (4x+...)
_— — —_— — —
D o = . o —— ~ - ~
Vla. a /. D =| =| |= |= L 0 =| =| |= ; L4 =| =| |= |= L4
i ~ o ~ O~ ~ ~
5x +. 4x+.
( l. i ~— ( )_. — ~— — ~
ve. |IBBXE . s e | i I i o o | o o ! .
. \/ b‘ 0 o i r J i - 0 0 - - r 4 -
X 4 4




pizz.

O

O

SN——

(2x+...)

O

(@)

SN——

11

)

(6x +..
(6x +...)

5

Y Y
¢/ 9
Y
Y
A N
M e
YEN
Y
e &
Y
Y Y
Y
Y
Y e
Y
Y A
A N
M e
TYEN
Y
TYEN Y
Y
Y Y
~4 ~
+ + \y
&4 g
H.N
Cre
N N

2}
2}
2}

N [)
b |

N [)
)
.

g\
[ v N
g\
[ v N
y A\
[ v W

y =

Vin. I

Vin. II
Vla.
Vin. I
Vin. II
Vla.



 Yar | L 11
LY Nl Y L}
q L 11
o LY
\ ./
I 1| &Y Ll
q L 11
YN |
q (1
LY
Ll i
N Jl
\
I I 'y
Q] ;
LY LY i
'y N
N
Y
1 1 N..-
'y
L)
'y HI
nemml
™ N
I 1 |
Q) ;
Y o I
'y N
N
'y
1 1 N..-
'y
L
Y
I Il
™ N
1 1 N
EI.N E.N | N 1a
mU G pllq .p/
N2 aN
T
= =t >
> =

 Yan 9  JEE
< N W )
m q |1
N | W Y
4 1
1 ~ | S L1
4 1
b | \
q L 18
LY
L1 L 10
\ l
|
1 1 [ 1
L Y L | 158
L1 N )
o | |1
N | SH Y
4 1
[ w6 L1
q L 18
L 10 |
q (11
LY
< L 10
N l
q
1 1 [ ]
I | 158
Y N W )
q L1
LN Y
N 1
1 R TR L1
4 1
b | q
q L 18
Y
< L 10
\ l
q
| 1 Q)
|hN |hN nIU ..|h
I O : N
< 3]
= >

Vin. 1

Vin. II




Y il
Y Y |
Y 'l
v o
Y C'El
Y o el
YE il
Y !l
o o«
Y ol
Y y
Y ‘
Y
Y YR
Y v
A Y v
e || W
W ol
Y v
ol oN || e
IR v
Y ol
N || o
AL Y
Y v
I " 4
L] £ o
Y || &
I
o Nl
N o
AT Y
\
; | o
\
ol
q
Y
v
\
\
] ]
|hN |hN Iw
, .
N N ¢
—~ = o
£ g =
> =

1
.— o
0 o
[ I
" \L ||
A'_T BL N
0] BN |
|
(4
4
4
(4
¢ 0 o
o i
\ Y o 1
A 1 |
£ ~
A Y + Y N
[Y H & _
Q| b ||
1y /r i -
Y LA b/ |
il il il
«M i\l I
\ il
N Q| b | |
| sl
Y - Uil b | |
i \ 1
\ N l
Y - f ¢ cuu—
(Ya + (Y +
|hN hN | N _1q
‘ ‘ e h
N N N
P = S S
= g >
> =




(5x+...)

(4x+...)

H (4x+...)

i
A I 0 o
FATI i1/ I
h T
1T ~ |‘ \/ﬂl %) _ﬁl
+ At I N
T & M 8 M
ml >
0) o
( [
b v
T ~ \Mﬂu = _hu
| 100 N N N
\
o) o
ﬁ [
b M
1T \.”/ﬂ| = _r
ENS LN
VIR g y 3 _
o) o
[
I l
| N
len ~
\ : G,
< 3
= >

Vin. I

Vin. II

| LWN (Y L YRAN
. :r
1 (Y L YR
e (i
H- A_r Af- i
T 'l [ Yn
N.: Y
i Y
Lw I N (YA
VRt ke g
Y
| zﬁw .P L YR
(Y i 'y
] (Y (1
L) ('l
m- AP Af-
i [l [ Ya
N.: o [/ Y
iR <
] [ _” (Y
N i (
RV Reiilli ke 24l
_”— . ol
/F T Y
('Y <
a7 X
L <
H.. Af
) ¢
N -J.v N
|q T T8
(i ,.v -M [y
51 ) i
=\ S| T

[2Y

g\
[ v YN

]
2

[Y)
)
(e~

Vin. 1

Vin. II

Vla.




/

o022 0 o<

3

/

P(4x+...)
81}(1"""""“"""""""""""'

m

o022 o o

(4x+...)

/

=

=

=

(5x+...)

(5x+...)

1,11'

e

|
12

7 A
[ f an N

]
h

19

v
=

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Ve.

(4x+...)

& """

/

/

- &

-

/

/

=

-

& 0
T~ T

=

=

/

/

(4x+...)

62 1

bl
iR

mp

(4x+...)

=

>

9

o o

|
12

]
2

y A
[ an N

19

)

v
e

>

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.




3

(5x+...)

of .
i i
Y
Y Q|
Y
Y
A
Y
£1 4 +
e || 8
aH .
Y
Y Q|
Y
Y
A A
\ Y
Y
W 1a N
N O\ Ha
GO -
= = <
c ; W
— [
> =

Y

s 4

. Y

N L 10

b .

L <

T |

N.a L]

i .

\-_ N q

\ N

~ —~q
: S o7
+\ el &+ ¢ :
g\Wlis e g

Y

LY

Y

o

Y

1

Y

«

Y

\

L
Y ~
£ 4 fmJ+“

A A

2O R e
N :

Vin. I

Vin. IT

Vla.



1/

o)

(4x+...)

(4x+...)

L (4x+...)

&

rFeteieore

=

»

r 3

= l_'.

)

o 2

(5x+...)

(5x+...)
(5x+..

&

—]
o
rtetrerere

»

o

~

o o ® l_'.

®

2
h

e
N [)

.

y A

[ an N d
Y 4

[ o Wl |

Vin. I
Vin. IT
Vla.

i i ENg

ol

v

Nl

[ \IE

(11 \|

L BN

il | N

« )

| sl

il (4
ol = H g
Sl & I Sall|] &
il NENY

ol

y

V

q \IiN

(i q

L HN

il | N

o« ()

| sl gl

il (4
o[l

v

o NEN YT

¢

il NENG

ol

v

N

[ I

(11 q

L HN

il | N

« )

| sl

il (4
Tl 3 $
Sl S | Sl &

|hN |hN -

N X

Vin. I
Vin. IT

Vla.



10

N m../
Qi
i \IiR
|
sy Tl
N
(
ol (WL v &
Ag_ . N
| Jua LY
[YAN) rT
N R B R
= el | S
LD /m\ A /m\ ¢ /m\ I
TN
Qi
i \IiR
)lll
(il , ‘
(
ol (WL v &
A1_ . N
| TN A'_
ol (Yar
s 2 2
+ £ el + +
e ] M. el
L ML 2 A 2l L N
AN
(WY
\IER
|
(1 T .
N
(
o A N q i
A1_ N
na LY
[YAH) rT
i . K
Yt *
dd s (YN S IR
EI.N Mo
N e e
\ V4

Vin. I

Vin. II
Vla

Ve.

(molto)



Vin. I

Vin. IT

Vla.

Vec.

N With Anger! (6x+...) o
3 . =
,_9 (4x+..) — J— — o £ - :2 - - £ £ o £ =
1 S | 1 | | - | F F I
(&° e e S R -~ = —
o) T ~— —
S
With Anger!
(4x+...) A ~ .
T~ e\ = = N (6x+...) ; Py £ - )
! o 2T 2 o f o ot 22 o o, P ool oo oF o
s S S s s E= - S e ===
sV
)
S
I(/Ziti: A)nger! (6'x+...) .
XT... = y 3 o o 1—
— = 1— o ol = =
RE = T~ =, Ff e et r
u 9] o = I s @ @ — — —
(D = b |
—
S
With Anger!
4x+... 6x+
( ) ~ N ( ) ~ N
) — = o o ' —— - o » I
7 [ . [

/A



12

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Vec.

A
T

1L
[TV

A
Ik

™

L

A

Ik
™

™
A

Ik
L

™

P

QQSSJ;

[T

A
e

A
i

i)
[Th

A
e

A
e

"
[1T™

I
%
I
A,
[
%
I
A,
.
k)
I
A,
A3
Il
A
i
L)

Y

N>

L
[TV

™

e
e

i\
b
™

N

i\
4
»

i\
4

-~
-~

e
e

e

1
e

|
|

¢

]

TTe

QL]'

g
{18

N
Y

BN

[




13

ll. One Pulse...

(Y0 q
(Y0 q
\ N Y ]
(Y | q
Af | ] g v
g B fo_) i
L YEN q
L YEl
108 | T
A'. N ] \L\/ v
L ia N} n f._\/ T
(10 q
(10 q
<8 ol
A.T MM )
. W i
hf. (18 q
L YEl q
5] YRR 24 =
Selllll S Sy B
% 1] I Iy I
T _ Iy _
d\. 19 ] _ _ _
@ 18] _ Iy _
S
Q el _ Iy _
m 1§/ I Iy I
O el _ Iy _
M 1§/ I Iy I
»
m 1§/ I Iy I
= (Y I Iy I
= 16 [ Iy [
% 1§/ x| P_L Y
hmx |hm w.m; e
N2l 5
g = < =
s £ 7

L Yi (Y q
LY (Y q
LY (Y q
LY (Y q
 YHEA (Y q
 YHA 'Y <
L YR A
Y ﬁ- .
L YEl i L
L YEl i L
[t Y 1
¢ (Y <
f-u_ (Y \._
A , 1
Y d n o
L YEl | q
L YR i L
o 1 1
A') N \._)
L Yt all {) i
L YR Il o
L YR o
ol JI T
Afuv N \1\/
[ F; fl\/ -
il 1o i
i [ R
hf.- L1 q
LY (Y q
LY (Y q
LY (Y q
YA (Y q
 Yauk o/l 9
DD X X X
-




14

D

[
<
el
Y i q
i
IR R fl\/ -
_ q
<
T l A~
il iE
IR R fl\/ -
_ <
i .W..! T
i s N ES
q |
_ <
)
. \ I
(Y8 (Yh q
f-H_ L1 \._
Af) o / N as
<
_ <
< ji
A_ R R \L\/
% e il
<
_ <
< ji
A_ R R \L\/
% e il
st
% s ES
<
_ <
HI.N HI.N | N [N
P X X X
T
£ s

A'.uv. A BN AL\ N T
L YE L q
L YA L q
il 11 :
A'.uv. N \1\/
O BN ft) i
L YR i q
YR i q
L YR L q
A#nv. N \L) i
(¥a a f.f il
L Yauk L q
N ™ h»..uv. “
o Y 1
(Y (i q
Af-u_ o] \._
Yt BN {) i
L YR L q
L YR i q
L YR L q
Afuv. BN \1\/ i
%a F, ff i
 YAAI HERE 1
YR i q
il 1 1
A') N \L\/
 in\d ™ {\/ il
LRI i
 Ya e N N i
L YR (1 q
L YR ol q
L YR el q
L YR (2R q
L YR el q
L Yauk ol q
N N 22 N
sz £ 8




A') . N AL\/ -
_ L] o
N e 1
Pl all | &
b N i
Aulm
_ N
_ N
_ A
_ W N
[ M
. VI T
T N mﬂ/ 1
K} # 8 1
A_ B ™ \l)
_ MR
_ N
_ I 1
A. B N \L)
B ™ {) T
[ M
[ M
_ i 1
A'; N \._\/
Ja -W L {) i
P il o
i N ii
[ M
[ M
_ M
_ M
N
i S|
NbS CE
EEE
s £ 7

(o ]I G | G iy
Ly ERACT i
¢ ERACT i
¢ IRl T
A'_\/ ( B \g ™ i
¥ Wi {_ X i
!l ¢
1l b m.
Yl q i
el W il | 7
A [ [
Y Wi |k
Ly ERACT i
¢ IRl i
¢ IRl T
A'_\/ ( B \L I i
o ‘Al || .A
XX '_
CIE N M N
¢ SRRR T i
¢ SRRR T i
Ly ol | i
Ly ol || i
Y YRRR T i
Y o || i
¢ SRRR T i
|| 3 TTTS
. \ .
.nﬁ- (18 g
fuu_ (i \l
A_ a i f._) T
_ (11 |
_ (11 |
_ (11 | T
(¥ (11 (¥
AN N | N TN
DX X 22 N
ER B
= 5 ~




Y i | 1
¢ ol LN d
¢ CY
Ve n N 1
4 CY
(Ya a Y 1
Y Cl T
Y Cl T
4 CY T
Y Y T
Y Y T
¢ CY T
4 Y T
3 Y || o
. . o .
o Y T
Y b gl
4 Y T
Y Cl
(Y n T
(Y a T
Y Cl T
B N oH 7
[1E: =\{RINCTE il
4 CY
Y n e 1
(Ve n T il
¢ CY T
Y N T
¢ CY
(Y n Iz 1
(Y ( Y e
(Y Y q
Y im
N N s \
Y N T
o a (T 1T
(ah ( * )
EI.N Hl.N Mo i
C C n o
47. NS _ N .
FR B B
= g >
et > =

let ring

4

4

/

>
o
-
7

=
-l
-
7

let ring

let ring
> = > = >

o O

r 3

o O

hY

T T 1—

let ring

=
Py
I"r""

> > >=>>=> =

o

Y o X

r 3

>
o

=1 .
-
[t

> >
o O

(molto)

> = = =

(molto)

> = = >
o0 e o 0

=

(molto)

=

Y

»

»

)

o O

=

> > > === =

=

=== = =

TN

TN

ol

Y

)

o 2 0

y 3

2

g\
[ v Y

/

|
12Y

y A
[ an N

TN

hY

)

o n 8 00

19

Y U E! 1 U ) /E!

[2Y

)

\eo)

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Vec.

(molto)




17

P
iy F | F i
| gl il il
Iy | |
T
™ aNl AN
| Jii il il
™ aNl A aN
- A\
'Y\ 19 L\\
] T ]
N N N
i
T
™ ad aN
| Il il il
Iy [ |
T
™ aNd ™
| Jii il il
N AN AN
By
N aN BN
| T il il
N aN aN
Pan
. 7 M 5
i
Pa ] ]
i N R}
| (Y1 ol
| (Y1 ol
| (Y1 (Yl
| (Y1 (Yl
M (Y1 ol
M (Y1 ol
(Y1 (Yl
(Y1 (Yl
e | N 1a
¥ J:
N o

Vin. II

Vla.

Ve.

1l Ings IR

I weoA

(g e 1 O

(o v O
(A0 i i
I |l

T (N hu  n A A

mz P I

\ il \ s Ani

[ B W
3R i i R
N2l e alp

Vin. I
Vin. II
Vla



a

—_—

OO _O @ &

U T I
~ \./j o &

I
™|
el 9|

(@)

S

(@)

2

18

2
]

y A\

(A’ O

U

N’ & @ N’

Z b 1) 1
—

rall. _

U -
=
=

i~

b =2

- ;I—:I
—
=

s=s
~ &
|

Vin. I

h

[2Y

Y 4
[ v N

|
12

[Y)
)
(e~

-

13
U

N

—~
e

Vin. 1

Vin. 11

Vla.
Vc



19

2

7 A
[ v N

5

I
12

Y 4
[ v N

°

Vin. I

Vin. II

Jesse Alexander Brown
Brooklyn, NY 2018

(@)

/(@)

O

&)

o

&= &

[«

[,

19

hlll N
J hHh O

A

Vla.
Ve.





