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Many of his stories Feel very
real, but he was no stranger

to the Fantastical. Like Titania, the Fairy

queen in A Midsummer

Nights Dream.

Titania's speech is about
Therefore the winds, how Fighting with her
piping to us in vain, @s in husband has caused
revenge have sucked up Floods, Famine, and

from the sea confagious disruptive weather...

fogs, which... ..falling in the land

hath every pelting river but cerhans there
made so proud that they s r:ore +z this
have overborne their
_ speech about how
continents. "the seasons alter.”

Shakespeare lived From
1564 to 1616, a time of

environmental upheaval.




During this
time, the
global climate
dropped by
several
degrees,
resulting in
crop Failures
and Famine in

England.

And ship building and
population booms led to
massive deforestation.

Perhaps Titania's
speech was a
complaint against
the unnatural
changes rapidly
degrading British

landscapes.

Chree ozecd % nature makes
e cwhole zveorld kin,

Many of Shakespeare's texts
speak to a changing
environment. And because they
aren't in copyright, artists
today can adapt them to make
them more relevant.




In this way, Shakespeare's plays become a
renewable cultural resource: without
damaging the plays, we can alter them to
speak to our community's own ecologies.
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The)TempestXdirected by.Elizabeth Freestone!for. the Royal Shakespeare!GCompany, (20?3)
>\ * { _

This is exactly how
UC Merced's
Shakespeare in
Yosemite uses the
plays For their
musical shows.

That which we call
a Ponderosa pine by
any other name would [
smell as sweet!

They create fFree,
innovative productions
that Focus on
environmental and
social justice.

When it

comes fo
biodiversity loss,
all are punished.

And | for winking
at your discords too
Have lost a brace of
kinsmen: all are
punished.




All | want, is to Their hope-Filled Romeo and Juliet in
be in a world Yosemite (2023) shows Fires and Floods,
and instead of dying, Montagues and
Capulets work together to reintroduce
the red-legged Frogs to Yosemite's
ecosystem.

The youth will
make known: we are
people such that
mend the world.

Imogen in the Wild
(2021) is their Ailm
adaptation of
Cymbeline, Focused
on connections
between misogyny
and the
exploitation of the
natural world.

The fires are
like nothing you
would remember

from ninety

years ago.

Midsummer Yosemite's Dream (2024)

Focuses on a Fairy world of 1934
colliding with the present, and
reflects on how choices have

consequences for Future generations.

| have taken
too little care of
these things.

Shakespeare's work allows us to consider
our planet's past, represent its present...

... and imagine a more just
Future For all its creatures.
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