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Program Note

“Ambulance Chaser” is a short work for orchestra inspired by tragedy and the ways by which artists and 

arts organizations cope, respond, and rebuild. When one is confronted with trauma, everyday troubles and 

priorities can feel meaningless in comparison. It’s hard to go to work, to cook dinner, to get out of bed when 

the world is in shambles. For artists, it can be doubly paralyzing – our method of expressing ourselves and 

coping with the world is also our profession. Making art in response to trauma can seem slimy, as though 

we’re capitalizing on suffering. This piece explores that feeling: the interstitium of expression and capitaliza-

tion, between real-world suffering and the polished artwork that attempts, but often fails, to respond to it. 

Instrumentation 

Full Orchestra:
Piccolo, Flute (2), Bb Clarinet (2), Bass Clarinet, Bassoon (2)

Bb Trumpet (2), F Horn (2), Trombone (2), Tuba

Piano, Harp, Timpani, Percussion (1: Glockenspiel; 2: Wood Blocks & Crash Cymbal; 3: Bass Drum)

Violins, Violas, Cellos, Contrabasses

Performance Notes

Multiphonics (Clarinets, Bassoon)

By selecting some uncouth fingerings, certain pitches 
can be isolated from the instrument. 

Bassoon: Leslieross.net (Ab5)

Clarinets: Heatherroche.com (Bb:92; Bass: 300)

Superball Mallets (Piano, Bass Drum)

Superball mallets create friction when scraped against strings 

or the bass drum’s head. This friction produces harmonic 

“whines.” Please refer to these videos for more information:

Piano: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpG-2DdkP7w 

Bass Drum:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HD0_3VeD5k

Knocking (Piano)

Simply knock on the piano like you’d knock on a door, with your knuckle. An 

example of an optimal location for knocking is the side of the keyboard.

Half-Peda (Harp)

A metallic sound created by locking a pedal at a specific mid-point between it’s two poles. 
More information here: Harp: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBoroT5fX3o (14:45)
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gently scrape a superball mallet across
the drumhead; make the drum scream

scrape a superball mallet up and down interior strings 
(as notated) across this pitch range

half-pedal

Eb, Fb, Db, Ab

growl
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