
UCLA
National Black Law Journal

Title
Preface

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2j26w946

Journal
National Black Law Journal, 7(2)

Authors
Nibbs, Dimitri A.
Thomas, Morris L.

Publication Date
1981

Copyright Information
Copyright 1981 by the author(s). All rights reserved unless otherwise 
indicated. Contact the author(s) for any necessary permissions. Learn 
more at https://escholarship.org/terms
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2j26w946
https://escholarship.org/terms
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


PREFACE

This issue of the BLACK LAW JOURNAL begins the second decade in the
life of a publication conceived in the turmoil of the sixties and matured in
the ambiguity and conflict of the seventies. The Journal remains the only
national publication published at a predominantly white law school by
black law students. As such, its original uniqueness has ripened into a his-
torical mission to represent the aspirations and legitimate demands of black
law students for full participation and relevant education within American
legal educational institutions and of black people for a responsive legal sys-
tem.

Although born at UCLA, the Journal has occasionally shared its re-
sponsibilities with black students at other institutions. As part of a consor-
tium, students at the University of California, Berkeley, Harvard and
Northwestern have published issues of the Journal with the cooperation of
their own law schools and the UCLA School of Law.

The issues of the early seventies established the personality and role of
the Journal--that of a publication of high calibre which speaks to the con-
tradictions of the American legal and social order not dealt with in tradi-
tional law reviews, in a format and style that engages the attention of a wide
readership. Although almost all traditional law reviews perpetuate the ex-
isting social and economic relationships in the United States, the BLACK

LAW JOURNAL seeks to change, not glorify, the status quo.
To guard the fortunes of the Journal in its formative years, a national

board consisting of former UCLA students was formed and dedicated to the
survival of the Journal as a publication which would speak to the problems
that confront black and third world people in America. But as the issues of
the seventies grew more complex, and the careers of these pioneers grew
more demanding, the responsibilities of the Journal fell once again into the
hands of currently enrolled UCLA law students. In the middle and late
seventies, the Journal completed the process of making its existence perma-
nent within the student body of UCLA while maintaining relationships with
other universities, so that participation by black law students throughout the
nation could remain a major part of the Journal's existence.

As outside financial support withered with the advent of the backlash of
the mid-seventies, the BLACK LAW JOURNAL turned inward to black people
and their institutions for support. Fortuitously, one of the founders of the
Journal-Professor Henry W. McGee, Jr., of the UCLA School of Law
faculty-became Director of the UCLA Afro-American Studies Center and
made the Journal a major part of that research unit's publication effort.

The Journal obtained larger facilities and more dependable financial
and technical support commanding the respect and support of administra-
tors and faculty throughout the campus. This legitimization as a university
activity was given added vigor when the present director of the Center, Pro-
fessor Claudia Mitchell-Kernan, continued and expanded the relationship
between the Center and the Journal. The support of the Center for Afro-
American studies was augmented by institutional and moral support from
the faculty of the UCLA School of Law and its Deans, Murray L. Schwartz



260 THE BLACK LAW JOURNAL

and William D. Warren. With these combined resources, the Journal was
able to stabilize its financial situation and to increase its subscriptions so that
it has a loyal readership upon which its continued independence rests.

Though there have been numerous crises and positive events of impor-
tance in the life of the Journal, perhaps the most crucial event of the recent
past was a meeting in the summer of 1977 at which a small group of students
volunteered to complete Volume 6:1, the Thurgood Marshall Issue. In the
context of growing political retrenchment outside the law school and self-
aggrandizement within, these students determined that the Journal would
not only exist but expand, and that the Thurgood Marshall issue would
serve as a symbolic affirmation of the past and a promise of future accom-
plishments. In short, the mission of the Journal was renewed. Articles in
the Journal would be written by legal scholars, but also by specialists in
fields of study such as history, economics, or sociology. While some articles
would resemble those appearing in traditional law reviews, others would be
written in a manner more comprehensible to a diverse readership.

The Journal, therefore, remains dedicated to providing a forum in
which the struggle for justice can continue in American law schools and
legal institutions and maintaining a black perspective in a publication of
national significance.

The Journal will also meet a crucial additional goal. Through the
BLACK LAW JOURNAL, black law students can develop the legal skills neces-
sary to function in the legal system of the United States while remaining
sensitive and responsive to black and third world communities, those true
sources of America's future strength and vitality.
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