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Textual Cri'ticism iti tl1e 
21st Centitry 

CHAR1,.ES ~- FAULfIABE.ll 

The decisive change bcrwccn the current practite of textual criticis1n nnd that 
of the 21st ccntur)' will be tht us_c of the t:On1putcr to produce machioc
rcadabfo ctitical cditioi1s .. 'lb <late rnosr cmnpurct'izcd tcx.tuat critidsn1 has 
conceived of the computer prin1arily as u tool to facilirarc the production of 
printed texts borh by automating the procedures of textual cdtidsmi as well 
as by pernlitiing a much grc:.ucr consist~ncy in the application of editorial 
criteria. The goal of the process 1s still the priotc;d text .itsdft lhc inatt:-d,tJ 
object to be placed in rhc hands of the linguist ;mJ thi.: literary critic (c[ 
Logan ct at 1986: 318)'; as u byproduct) but only as a byproduct1 the. com~ 
putcr also produces an ckctronk version of the text. 

The 11cxt J;~;tal step is to ddivcr th.at electronic version as the end prod-
uct itself .. A OUlt)bcr of scl10!.urs (anl.011g rllCill:, Bilrt-OI1 1.9.8.1-82 214, Eisc.:11~ 

.. berg 1989; 11, ciring Lowty 19.79)· ha.ve pointed out tht simitadtics between 

. this process and the evolution fro1n manuscript co print. 111c early printers 
were si1nply trying to auroillatc the process of ll.i::uu1scripr production, lt was 
not until near the end of the 15th ccnduy that thc:y began to undctsrand th-at 
dlc printed book was qualit.at.ivdy as we:! as quanti:.:uivdy diffCrcnt frorn the 

; manuscript I't was not ncccssaryi f ot cxa111pk) to lea vr.: blank spa~cs for the ini section of i1hu11iuated initials; .in factl such a fcarnrc defeated rwo of che pri-
1 mary goal$ and corn1cqucncc.s of pdndng.: lowering the .co)t of the individual 
i volume and speeding up its di$sc~nination. The actual printing of a. cdtic::a1 

edition has ptccisdy the. san1c cffCct toc.fa.y1 but there arc other con~r;qucnce.s 
,; as wdL The lnsi.stcnct. on viewing the printed tc.xt as the end. prodllct n1cans 

I a,n intlcbtc<l to tn~11y ftic.11tis a1uJ colh.:llgucs for iiif·or111.1ti
1

(>U at1'"1 ic.lca.s uidudt:,f h, re, 
panicular!y. tl1~~(;. w.iu1 "\V})o,n I J1avc corrcs~s1dcJ oi1 tlu: c{UA!ANl'S1l .. bullcri11 board~ 
Yaacov Clroueka1 Jan1cs .l'i. G>o111b.s1 .ltobiJ1 C. Cover~ ltoy Fhuu1aganl JM11c.'J 0 1Do11t,tlL, 
b1"icJ1acl Sp~rbc.rg--M,Quce11~ .. nJ. Domioik \\-'uj;u.tyk; al.so George M~ l~ga11 1 Nlary 13. 
Speer, JJ1d K.ui Uicti. 

I • 

IlJ 




