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Police Watching in 1993 in Orange County 



AWARE Forms: LA Times 
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Tsang cited the Jan. 9 beating of a Vietnamese-American in Laguna Beach as an example of an alleged 
hate crime. In that incident, the victim, Loe Minh Truong, was critically injured by youths who attacked 
him. Police labeled it a hate crime, sa)~ng the attackers thought Truong was gay. 

But Tsang said he and other Asian-Americans believe Truong was also targeted for assault because of his 
race. He said AW ARE will be vigilant about speaking out for Asian-American victims. 

AW ARE will also be a citizens' watchdog agency against police abuse, Tsang said 

"We are opposed to police taking mug shots (photos) of young people just because they're Asian­
Americans," Tsang said, referring to the Fountain Valley Police Department's compilation of photos of 
suspected gang members. 

Fountain Valley police and city officials have said repeatedly that no discrimination is involved in 
photographing suspected gang members. 

Mayor Laurann Cook said both the city attorney and an independent attorney specializing in city 
litigation had found the police practice to be legal. Moreover, Cook said, photographs are taken only of 
youths who give written consent first. 

But Tsang on Tuesday said members of AW ARE believe Asian-American youths are so frightened by 
police that they agree, out of intimidation, to being photographed. ''You can fight gangs and crime 
without having to violate constitutional rights." 

Tsang said AW ARE "wants to build good relations between young people and police. We want to help 
police to do a better job." 

He said AW ARE's goals also include the following: 

* Seeking a state law to ban police from taking photos of people who are stopped but not arrested. 

* Encouraging cities in Orange County to have citizens, including Asian-Americans, review and comment 
on police procedures. 

• Conducting "youth outreach programs," such as summer job programs, for Asian-American young 
people. 

* Pushing for more ethnic diversity, including the hiring of more Asian-Amerir.ans in city police 
departments. 



AWARE Button 



AWARE Know Your Rights Card



On the back of the card



Annie Lee and Minh Tram Tran, 
2 of the original plaintiffs

Photo © copyright Daniel C. Tsang 1993



Op Ed in LA Times



Case Settled



Mug File Settlement 
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Another Op Ed in LA Times



AWARE demonstrates outside Courthouse, 
Santa Ana, 1990s



AWARE outside Irvine PD, 1990s



UCI Ombudsman Gets Involved
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Example of a Grievance



New University Cartoon



Complaint to Irvine Police Department 



AWARE Press Release 1996



Surveillance since 9/11
Source: stoplapdspying.org



Stop LAPD Order 1

In March of 2008 LAPD issued Special Order 11 (S011 ), which authorizes LAPD officers to gather intelligence 
based on "observed behavio( These behaviors include everyday non-criminal activities such as the ones listed 

above. LAPD submits Suspicious Activity Reports to a national information-sharing network which links 
government and private collectors and users of intelligence data. 

Should LAPD be authorized to spy on, profile, and violate our right to privacy? 
Public Safety or Public Insecurity?? 

Stop LAPD Spying!! 
Campaign to Rescind Special Order 11 

............. For more information please email at hamidk@cangress.org or call 562-230-4578 ~ 
~ www.stoplapdspying.org ~ 
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Turning The Tide, cover



Essay on Police Watching after Ferguson

Detail from Turning the Tide, Jan-March 2015, p2



stands as 11 barrier against e ro e of the 
police as an instrument to protect and serve 

wealth, white supremacy and the empire. 

"Good cop" and "bad cop" is a tactic of police 
nterrogation, a role play used to break down the 
esistance of"suspects," to get them to waive their right 
o silence, try to cut a deal and snitch on each other. It 
· s not a matter of separating the "good cops" from the 
bad" ones. Neither the color of the skin nor the content 
f the character of individual police officers or even 
hiefs stands as an effective barrier against the role of the 
olice, sheriffs, prison guards, prhate cops, and the rest 

of the garrison state apparatus as an instrument to protect 
nd serve wealth, white supremacy and the empire. 

They form a "domestic" army whose militarization 
parallels that of the globally-deployed troops of the US 
as gendarmes enforcing us domination in 170 countries, 

r the Border Patrol whose operations extend hundreds 
of miles inland from the militarily imposed borders and 
o the environs of every international airport in the US 
including Alaska and Hawaii, indigenous areas and 
ations appended illegitimately to the US). 

Many are familiar with the roots of policing in the 
US in slave patrols, and many date the establishment 
of formal urban police agencies to the need to suppress 
the early industrial working class. Fewer are aware that 
one of the first policing agencies in the current US, 
established initially as a vigilante operation by settlers, 
were the Texas, Arizona and California Rangers in the 
territories conquered from Mexico as the US sought 
to expand slavery and carry out its "manifest (white 

upremacist) destiny" to rule the continent "from sea to 
shining sea." The role of the police later was based on tlie 
imperial state taking on the powers previously exercis~ 
by the plantation o\\ners and ranchers and their hired 
hands. 

Their use against European immigrant workers was 
a double-edged sword, reflected by the incorporation 
of immigrant ethnics into the new "white" nation -­
including particularly into the ranks of law enforcemenW 
Part of how "the Irish became white" is how the Irish 
became cops (and the same is true for Italians, Jews and1> 
other immigrants grudgingly admitted to the ranks of 
"whiteness"). 

George Jackson prophetically taught that "reform" 
is the new name for fascism. The reforms proposed as 

gmnmg 
this. 

mg o and resistance t 

Cop-watching and "watch-a-pig" programs are 
primarily effective, not in the change observation makes 
in police behavior -- the brutal actions of cops against 
people who video tape them, as well as the video taped 
killings of Oscar Grant in Oakland, Kelly Thomas in 
Fullerton and Eric Gamer in Ne\\ York, make clear that 
the cops have no shame and no fear of exposure. That's 
because of the guarantee of impunity they have received 
from the civil authorities, who make sure that criminal 
prosecution in the le\\ cases it is forced on them results 
in a slap on the wrist at Mlrst, and that civil liabilities 
penalties are treated as a "'cost of doing business" for the 
city and state, and no individual cop has to pay. 

•community policing' is counter-insurgency 
described by its advocates as the "domestic 

equivalent of psychological operations 
IPSYOPS] in the military." 

No, the point of cop-watching and "Watch-a-pig" 
patrols is the impact they have on the behavior and 
consciousness of the people in the community, the 
growing recognition that people have to move beyond 
fear, and to come out and observe, not hide away, when 
the police are in action outside their homes, shops or 
laundromats. People have learned that the worst thing 
you can do in a mental health crisis or domestic dispute 
is to call the cops, and the community must begin to take 
responsibility for its own harmony, defense and collective 
interests. 

There is also a growing awareness that police killings 
are the tip of the iceberg not only ofracial profiling and 
stops, but of the constant criminalization of Black and 
Brown people who are confined in massive numbers, as 
a means of social control as well as a profit center, in the 
pnsons. jai Is and detention centers of the carceral state. 

If there is increasing awareness of the role of 
militarized police in counter-insurgency, there still needs 
to be a greater awareness of and strategy for building a 
popular insurgency capable of sustaining itself against 
auch operations and eventually prevailing. The idea 
lbat the police are an occupying army is not merely a 
lbetoncal nourish, but a recognition that the imperial 

tern is in a continuing state of war against the people it 

Do we have a plan or project that will chart the way 
forward so that in five years time, by 2020, we can see 
the forces ofracism, repression, and exploitation on the 
run, or at least clearly on the defensive, and the powers 
and capacity of the peoples' forces on the rise, or at least 
clearly on a strategic offensive? What organizational 
forms are needed to carry out such a plan if we develop 

it? 
Do we really understand that the corporate Empire 

state has agents working around the clock, on police 
forces, in the military, at the NSA and in corporate 
enterprises, devising stratagems for blunting and 
reversing the current popular offensives and resistance? 
Can we figure out how to tum their own initiatives 
against them and to our advantage? How can we develop 
the popular will and power to enforce decolonization, 
demilitarization, decriminalization, decarceration, 
decentralization and economic democratization? 

There are no easy or fore-ordained answers to those 
questions, though there are lessons that may be learned 
from the study of past and current revolutionaries, 
liberationists and freedom fighters in the US and 
internationally. But they must be tested in practice under 
today's conditions and circumstances, and then honed 
and corrected through criticism, self-criticism and above 
all through accountability to the communities and masses 
who have the power to make and shape history. 

The current upsurge of resistance to police murders 
and impunity is an exciting crucible in which to sharpen 
such analyses and build people's power. It must not be 
wasted, as so many previous opportunities and advances 
have been. The need for principled practical unity, and 
for undogmatic, unselfish political struggle and analysis, 
has never been greater. We invite people to use the pages 
of Tuming the Tule as one vehicle among many for 
ad anc· 



Empty Reform: Body-Worn Cameras
Source: http://stoplapdspying.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Stop-LAPD-Spying-Coalition-Report-on-Use-of-Body-Cameras-by-Law-Enforcement-April-2015.pdf



Copwatch



Copywatch incident report form 



Videotaping Police 
Credit: Paul Richmond, attorney. http://cldc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Videotaping-Police-during-political-demonstrations-7-2004b-5.pdf



The Police
Source: http://www.crimethinc.com/tools/posters/police_front.pdf



7 Myths
Source: http://www.crimethinc.com/tools/posters/police_back.pdf



Defend the Territory!
Source: Warriorpublications.wordpress.com



Knowledge is Power
Source: cldc.org



The Answer

NOT!  More People of Color Cops. Body Cameras.  More Surveillance.  
More militarization.

YES! Demilitarization.  Public Access to Police Files.  Community Review 
Boards. Solidarity with the oppressed.



Thanks!

AWARE is currently in hiatus….

For more information, contact:

Dan Tsang, dansubvert@gmail.com
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