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ASIAN GANGS

BY DANIEL C. TSANG
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Police Watching in 1993 in Orange County
STOP THE "ASIAN MUG-BOOK"

The police practice of photographing Asian youth on the street without arrest or
permission as "suspected” gang members is happening in many cities in California.

PROTECT THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF ASIAN YOUTH!

or the past year, Asian Nguye_n, was mistakenly

American youth (Japa- identified asarobbery sus-

nese, Vietnamese, Chi- pect through the Asian

nese and Korean) have photo files and spent 3
been detained and searched months in jail plus
with questionable"probable $20,000.00 wor t_h of ‘legal
cause” by the police in Foun- fees before being found
tain Valley. The police have innocent. Through a con-
systematically taken certed effort by the Asian
mugshots of youth right on American community to
the street against a wall or pr&ssgrethel’ohceDepart—
squad car without permis- ment in August 1991, the
sion or explanation and Asian gang photo policy
have collected the photos in was abolished inSanJose.
a binder, designated "AGI”
(Asian Gang Investigation).
Cases of excessive force and
physical abuse have been
occured such as chokings
and stomping on feet while

Law enforcement offi-
cials have placed more at-
tention on Asian gangs
statewide due to their in-
creased activity. However,

being detained. DX o random harassment of
Fa AT Asian youth and the

The photo mug-file prac- i P mugbook practice jeopar-
tice may be a discrimina- - dizes individual civil and

constitutional rights.
With the economy in a
severerecession, racist vio-

tory violation of civil and
constitutional rights. White
“Skinhead gangs” are not

proportionately photographed. Innocent individuals may lence on the rise, high youth unemployment and increas-
be stigmatized in the future. The effectiveness of the Asian ingly un-available quality education, issues such as youth
mug-files as a crime deterrent is questioned by variouslaw alienation and gangs cannot be addressed through repres-
enforcement experts across the country. In San Jose, Ted sive measures like the Asian mug-files.

JOIN US IN DELIVERING PETITIONS TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND
DEMANDING AN END TO THE "ASIAN MUG-BOOK" PRACTICE

DATE / TIME: TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 1993 6:00 PM -8:00 PM
- PLACE: CITY HALL IN FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA

(San Diego Fwy# 405 south, off on Brookhurst-North exit,
1“2“0 SLATER AVE- m:nnﬁgll:f:nl:gla[er‘l::;\przca:;abf;l‘l;ﬂy;ds)ex‘

Initiated by: Fountain Valley Asian Youth Alliance (affiliated with NCRR) Supporters: National Coalition for Redress/ Reparations, American Civil Liberties Union of So. Calif.,
SELANOCO Japanese American Citizens League, United Cambodian Community-Long Beach/ Orange County, Asian Pacific American Legal Center, Rice Paper, U.C. Irvine, A/
P Student Assn, U.C. Irvine, Asian Pacific Student Union, A/P Awareness Coalition U.C. Riverside, Southem Christian Leadership Conference, M.A.L.D.E.F.-Orange Cry / L.A.,
Asian Pacific Swdent Assn. LM.U., Mexican American Political Alliance-56, Nikkei Smdent Assn. C.S.U.N., Nikkei Swdent Union UCLA, Isang Bansa, LM.U., Office of Black
SwdentSves. L.M.U., Orange County JACL, Unity L.A., Mecha L.M.U. JACL PSWD, Asian Youth Center, inese Youth Center, h to Involve Pilipino Americans, Korean
Youth Center, Chinatown Service Center, Korean American Coalition, Korean Immigrant Workers Advocacy, Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, Chinese American Citizens
Alliance, A/P Student Sves: LMU, Black Swdent Union, LMU, Momentum U.C. San Diego, Asian Pacific Coalition-UCLA. For info: contact David at NCRR (213) 680-3484




AWARE Forms: LA Times

Asian-Americans Organize AWARE : Rights: The
countywide group is an outgrowth of a dispute over
photographs of gang members taken by Fountain Valley

police.
September 29, 1993 | BILL BILLITER | TIMES STAFF WRITER

COSTA MESA — Angered by incidents of what they term discrimination and harassment, a group of
Asian-Americans in Orange County has formed a new countywide organization to battle for civil rights.

Called AWARE, which stands for Alliance Working for Asian Rights and Empowerment, the group is
spearheaded by Daniel C. Tsang, a Costa Mesa resident who is a lecturer and library staffer at UC Irvine.
The 10 founding members, including Tsang, organized AWARE on Sunday.

"We're not sure if there is an increase of harassment of Asian-Americans going on in Orange County, but
more instances are being reported," Tsang said in an interview Tuesday. "We want to empower Asian-
Americans to keep lines of communication open and to work together on issues like hate crimes."

Asian-Americans, according to the 1990 federal census, constitute about 7.4% of Orange County's
population.

AWARE is an outgrowth of a dispute over a Fountain Valley police practice of taking photos of suspected
gang members. Tsang said the Asian-Americans who protested the Fountain Valley police practice are
among the founding members of AWARE. The group has not yet elected officers.



Cont’d...

Tsang cited the Jan. 9 beating of a Vietnamese-American in Laguna Beach as an example of an alleged
hate crime. In that incident, the victim, Loc Minh Truong, was critically injured by youths who attacked
him. Police labeled it a hate crime, saying the attackers thought Truong was gay.

But Tsang said he and other Asian-Americans believe Truong was also targeted for assault because of his
race. He said AWARE will be vigilant about speaking out for Asian-American victims.

AWARE will also be a citizens' watchdog agency against police abuse, Tsang said.

"We are opposed to police taking mug shots (photos) of young people just because they're Asian-
Americans," Tsang said, referring to the Fountain Valley Police Department's compilation of photos of
suspected gang members.

Fountain Valley police and city officials have said repeatedly that no discrimination is involved in
photographing suspected gang members.

Mayor Laurann Cook said both the city attorney and an independent attorney specializing in city
litigation had found the police practice to be legal. Moreover, Cook said, photographs are taken only of
youths who give written consent first.

But Tsang on Tuesday said members of AWARE believe Asian-American youths are so frightened by
police that they agree, out of intimidation, to being photographed. "You can fight gangs and crime
without having to violate constitutional rights."

Tsang said AWARE "wants to build good relations between young people and police. We want to help
police to do a better job."

He said AWARE's goals also include the following:
* Seeking a state law to ban police from taking photos of people who are stopped but not arrested.

* Encouraging cities in Orange County to have citizens, including Asian-Americans, review and comment
on police procedures.

* Conducting "youth outreach programs," such as summer job programs, for Asian-American young
people.

* Pushing for more ethnic diversity, including the hiring of more Asian-Americans in city police
departments,



AWARE Button




AWARE Know Your Rights Card

o

1 Know Your Rights b |
; If police stop you..,
You have certain rights. Police cannot stop and detain vou uabess dhere is 2
legaliy valid reason. The best optioit is to remain calm and be courteous. Do
NOT resist the police. You have the right to ask if you can leave: If the police
3y B0, you are being detained. You have the right to ask why. Polive may try
to conduct a “fietd hnterview™ with yoe. In general, it is NOT wise te answer
aiy fuestions (beyound giving your mame & address), or agree to a search
without your lawyer present. Remember to note the badge number and mamc
of each police offiver and thue, date and place. Ask if you are under arrest.
If potice iry o photugraph you withowu @rresting yoit...
You have a right to say no to any photos. Shew the etiver side of this card o
the police (after you’ve filled it oud). Police are photographing youth for gang
files, whether or not you are a gang member. AWARE is fighting this
practice. You can help by reporting ali such incidents. We ean help vou file
complalnts. Report incidents to:

Aliiance Working for Asiar: Rights and Empowerment

(949) 5979766  awareds@hovnail. com




On the back of the card
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Op Ed in LA Times




Case Settled

A34 R TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1995 *

—

Suit Settlementv

The ACLU and Garden Grove police have agreed to settle a lawsuit challenging the police practice of
stopping suspected gang members and taking their photographs for files and mug books. Some key

aspects of the settlement:

® Detainees must knowingly and voluntarily
consent in writing.

® Photograph must serve a legitimate law
enforcement purpose. ;

® Knowledge/suspicion of gang membership or
affiliation, without more information, is
insufficient justification for uncontested
photegraph; there must be factual indication
detainee was involved in criminal conduct.

= [f reasonable suspicion of criminal activity has
been dispelled, no photograph may be taken
without consent, and no detention shall be made
for sole purpose of taking a photograph.

® In collecting information for its “field
interview” cards, which are placed in
gang-related files, officers must now:

Enter time the stop was initiated and time it
ended.

Describe detainee’s clothing and name of
affiliated gang; if gang affiliation is denied,
officers cannot make further inquiry on that
subject.

State facts that gave rise to reasonable suspicion
ina new five-line narrative.

Provide information relating detainee to a
particular type of crime or incident; all field

interview cards must be approved by supervisors.

Provide citizens opportunity to file a request with
police chief to have their field interviews and
photographs purged from police files. If chief
declines, three-member panel of chief’s
volunteers forum will review decision.

® In addition to revising procedures, the Police
Department will:

Pay $85,000 to five Asian youths who brought
the lawsuit and their attorneys.

Purge plaintiffs’ photos and negatives from files.
Destroy all field photographs taken before Dec. 21,

1993, except those connected to a specific criminal
case.

Train all officers in new procedures within next six
months.

Make available details of review process to public
secondary schools within Garden Grove.

Allow ACLU to randomly review information
taken about suspected gang members.

Not ask juveniles to produce immigration
documents such as green cards.

Observe revised rules on wallet searches: If officer
has cause to search suspect’s wallet, officers may
not examine photographs of detainee’s friends or
personal writing on photo backs.

Source: U.S. District Court, Los Angeles; Researched by DAVAN MAHARAJ /Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles Times




Mug File Settlement

Garden Grove's Asian Mug File Settlement

© Daniel C. Tsang

(SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA) -- In set-
tling a class action lawsuit against them
recenuy, the Garden Grove Police Depart-
ment has revised {ts policies so that one’s
ethnicity, mere suspicion of gang member-
ship or being dressed in “gang attire” are
no longer sufficient reasons for pelice to
detain and photograph someone.

The settlement for Quyen Pham et. al.
v. City of Garden Grove ei. al, was ap-
proved on February 9, 1996, by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge William Keller of the
Cenrral District of California. This is just
one of many cases of police harassment of
Agsian youth in southern California. Garden
Grove lies between Los Angeles and San
Diego in Orange County, which has the
largest Southeast Asian community outside
Agsia itself.

This $85,000 settlement came almost
three years after an incident involving three
SoutheastAsian teenagers, two of them high
school honor students. Attired in baggy
pants, they were stopped by Garden Grove
police’s Gang Suppression Unit in July
1993 at the Euclid Retail Center, a strip mall
which police later claimed was frequented
by ganés, Police questioned the teens about
gang affiliations for “field interview” cards
and photographed them without permission.
One of the girls, Minh Tran, was arrested
in a later incident for not carrying a green
card, though she is a U.S. citizen and fed-
eral law only requires adult aliens, not mi-
nors, to carry immigration papers, The case
gamered national attention back in Decem-
ber 1993 when CBS Evening News profiled
plaintiff Quyen Pham for an “Eye on
America” segment. The final settlement
covers five claimants in all: these girls plug
Annie Lee, the third gir! stopped with them
in the mall who later joined the suit, and
two others, Lisa Hinh and Tram-Linh Ho,
who were with Tran at a May 1994 Straw-
berry Festival when Garden Grove police
detained them.

AWARE (Alliance Working for Asian
Rights and Empowerment) was actually
formed in September 1993 because of this
incident. The original three girls saw news-
paper photos of a 1993 protest against the

“Asian Mugbook” practice in neighboring
Fountain Valley and contacted me. The
Fountain Valley Youth Alliance had filed
15 complaints zgainst police for similar
“photo stops,” end the Garden Grove case
convinced activists that the problem was
widespread enough (o warrant a county-
wide group. We sought support from the
ACLU, who assisted the three girls in fil-
ing a complaint with City Hall and later
made this a class action suit on behalf of
all Southeast Asians or people appearing
10 be.

In seutling the lawsuit, Garden Grove
PD has issued newly revised “training bul-
letins™ (which have the same legal force as
its General Orders) covering field deten-
tions and photography. Officers can now
cnly detain someone if there is “reasonable
suspicion” of a crime being or about to be
committed, and can only take photographs
with the person’s informed consent or, ab-
sent that, as part of investigating a particu-
lar crime. Officers have to detail the
grounds for detention in a five-line narra-
tive on a revised field interview card. If a
person denies gang membership or affilia-
tion, officers can probe no further en that
subject, and must record denial on the FI
card. Officers are barred from rummaging
through a wallet looking for photographs
or writings. They are only allowed to con-
firm the individual's identity. Officers are

Minh Tram Tran and Quyen Pham at
ACLU press conferance announcing
settlement,

Phote @ Danis! C. Tsang, 1996

warned that no law requires citizens or alien
minors to carry ID except when operating
a vehicle. Police eliminated a loose crite-
rion for recording “‘gang associate” daa in

the GREAT computer system that racks
gang activity in the Southland. Police Chief
Stan Knee also wrote letters of apology to
the plaintiffs and claimants and agreed to
purge all records (including photos) relat-
ing to the five. Many of photographs taken
of other detainees before December 21,
1993, will also be destroyed.

For a period of one year, the ACLU
will menitor records associated with field
detentions. Each month, the ACLU can re-
quest up to seven days' FI cards to look al.
For any problematic cards, the police are
required to notify detainees of their right
10 seek review under a new process that can
lead to a three-member advisory panel, the
Chief’s Forum, looking over the file.

‘The settlement, of course, nesds to be
strictly monitored to ensure police compli-
ance, Unfortunately, both ACLU attorneys
who argued the case have left the ACLU of
Southern California, which 10 date has not
selected a new moniior. (Robin Toma is now
a consultant with the Los Angeles Human
Relations Commission,. and Mark

" Silverstein is now the Legal Director of the

ACLU's Denver office.) Under the settle-
ment, Garden Grove PD was supposed 10
widely publicize the appeals procedures,
but there is little evidence of that occur-
ring. The FI card still uses the archaic term
“Oriental” for Asians and wwo other Asian
groups are specifically identified -- Viet-
namese and Samoan -- even though the
Samoan populaticn in the city is almost
non-existent. Moreover, the “outside”
Chief’s Forum is not truly an independent
citizens review panel, even though only one
member can be a city employee, because it
is hand-picked by the police and only “ad-
visory."

More seriously, the settlement allows
police to continue to photograph with con-
sent and without it if they are investigating
particular crimes. AWARE s position is that
such widespread photographing of youth of
color is discriminatory and a barrier 1o im-
proved community relations with the po-
lice, and continues to call for an end of any
such photography. Even police asking
people if they consent to a photo is prob-
lematic. Who is likely to question an of-
ficer with a badge and a gun, especially in

8 Policing by Consent 4/96



Cont’d....

the middle of the night?

That scenario of increased harassment
was highlighted when some half-dozen stu-
dents at University of California, Irvine, all
Asian Americans, complained in Decem-
ber about campus, Irvine and Newport
Beach police harassing them and some city
police even having their pictures. One com-
plainant told University authorities that
undercover police followed him as he left
an Irvine apartment complex and subse-
quently two regular police cars pulled him
over on the freeway. Irvine police asked
about gang affiliation (he’s nota gang mem-
ber) and then photographed him, over his
initial protests.

In documents received after making a
Public Records Act request, AWARE has
also discovered that the police in Irvine,
south of Garden Grove, devoted a whole
paragraph to AWARE in its training bulle-
tin on photographing field detainees. The
bulletin states that AWARE is “actively try-
ing to stop police from photographing field
detainees,” and criticizes AWARE's “Know
Your Rights” card as “denying” the right

of police to take photographs except dur-
ing an arrest. (In fact, the card allows the
cardholder to sign -- with parental endorse-
ment as well -- that he or she does not con-
sent to be photographed. Created in 1994,
over 3,000 of the cards have now been dis-
tributed.)

AWARE’s appearance ata recent Irvine
City Council meeting to request time on a
future agenda to discuss this was metl with
the police chief denying he had received
any complaints and councillors suggesting
it would be a good time for police to show
off their new Gang Suppression Unit. Two
councillors, however, later privately ex-
pressed concern over police singling out
AWARE in the bulletin and promised 0
meet with the police chief. Irvine is also
currently considering not notifying parents
when police seek to interview children
about gang activity, a recommendation
made by a special task force jointly cre-
ated by the City Council and school board.

Unfortunately, the Garden Grove PD
settlement only applies to Garden Grove,
and there is no sign that police elsewhere

in Orange County are rushing (o revise their
policies, even though the private attorney
representing the Garden Grove police,
Bruce Praet, also represents many other
police departments in the county and state.
AWARE remains the only organization act-
ing as Police Watch in Orange County.

Daniel Tsang co-founded AWARE with
JoAnne Kanshige, whose son was
misidentified from a police photo and jailed
for almost a year before being acquitted in
a shooting case, and community organizer
Q.T. Nguyen. A social science bibliogra-
pher at UClrvine, he also hosts
“Subversity” weekly on KUCI 88.9 FM.
He's been active in anti-surveillance work
for several decades, including work with
the Public Eye network in the 1980's and
Covert Action Information Bulletin (now
Quarterly).Reach him at AWARE, P.0. Box
28977, Santa Ana, California 92799-8977,
(714)3587-9766 or via email at
dtsang@uci.edu. AWARE's web page ad-
dress is: hzrp:/f.sun.?.Iib.uci.edu/—-drsang/
awarefs.htmd
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AWARE demonstrates outside Courthouse,
Santa Ana, 1990s

Aliance Worklng for Asian
Jnts and Emp °We"TIent

AW.A. R.E,




, 1990s

ine PD

AWARE outside Irv




UCI Ombudsman Gets Involved

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

BERKELEY + DAVIS + [RVINE « LOS ANGELES + RIVERSIDE « SAN DIECO + SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA + SANTA CRUZ

ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE VICE CHANCELLOR
UNIVERSITY OMBUDSMAN
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92717

February 2, 1996

Charles Brobeck

Chief of Police

Irvine Police Department
P.0. Box 19575

Irvine, California 92713

Re: Irvine Police Treatment of individuals in the Asian community

Dear Chief Brobeck:

Please accept this letter as an introduction to the Ombudsman Office at
the University of California, Irvine, and as a conveyor of the concerns
that have been brought to the Ombudsman Office from several of the Asian
students on the UCI campus regarding the treatment they have receiwed
from the Irvine City Police. (A copy of one student's 01/29/96 Grievance
Petition to the University Ombudsman is enclosed for your information.)

So that you can fully understand my involvement in this matter, I shall
describe our UCI Ombudsman Office. As the Assistant Executive Vice
Chancellor-University Ombudsman, it is my responsibility to act as an
"advocate for equity" and to attempt the resolution of the problems and
concerns that confront our students, faculty, and staff who are located
on the UCI Main Campus, the College of Medicine, and the Medical Center.

In addition, I have served as the Adviser to the Asian Pacific Student
Association (APSA) for the past 12 years. I also have mediated issues of
concern that existed between the Asian members of the University
community and our UCI Campus Police. Therefore, I can state
unequivocally that the majority of my experiences have been that the
Police are not biased toward a particular ethnic group, but are simply
doing the best that they can to protect the communities which they are
paid to serve.

However, several Asian students have recently presented their concerns to
the UCI Ombudsman Office regarding the treatment they have received from
the Irvine City Police. (Please be assured that I always advise the
students to go directly to the Irvine Police Department and to discuss
the matter with the appropriate Department Representative. Although a
few students stated that they followed this procedure to no avail, other
students expressed their fears of reprisal and/or future "harassment."
However, I do not share that belief and I will continue to advise the
students who come to the Ombudsman Office to go directly to your
department.) Nevertheless, because of the escalation of incidents that
have been brought to the Ombudsman Office as well as to other members of
the UCI campus, I am writing to you.




Cont'd....

02/02/96
P 2

It also is noteworthy that the growth of the Asian population at UCI is
being frequently discussed and these remarks can put the Asian community
on the defensive. Although I realize that this is not the fault of one
individual, office, or department, nevertheless the attached statement
and similar grievances can create a problem or escalate an issue in a
manner that is beneficial to neither of the involved parties. Therefore,
if at all possible, I am requesting your assistance in the following
manner:

1. Could you provide me with the name of the appropriate individual to
whom I can direct;grievances similar to the attached document?

2. Would you consider asking a representative from your Community Liaison
Office to meet with members of the Asian Pacific Student Association

* and listen to their concerns?

3. Would you consider discussing the issue with Kathleen Stanley, Chief
of the UCI Campus Police, so that a collaborative approach to this
problem might be designed and implemented?

Thank you for your consideration in this matter, and if you have any
questions, please call me at (714) 824-7256.

1y,
e bt

M
Ron Witson

Assistant Executive Vice Chancellor
University Ombudsman

RW:sc
Enclosures

cc: Kathleen Stanley, Chief of Police, University of California, Irvine



Example of a Grievance

ISSUE/GRIEVANCE PETITION TO THE UNIVERSITY OMBUDSMAN

M{&é

AME: i DATE:

I.D.#:

Phone:

Address:

(Use only Black Ink)
Outline your prcblem and include answers to the following questions:

1. What is the problem? How long have you had the problem?

2. ‘What Academic Department or Administrative Office was approached to
resolve the problem? What was their response?

Whdt

33 action would you like the Ombudsman Office toc take?
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New University Cartoon

February 12, 199¢
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Complaint to Irvine Police Department
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YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE A COMPLAINT AGAINST A POLICE OFFICER
FOR ANY IMPROPER POLICE CONDUCT. CALIFORNIA LAW REQUIRES THIS
AGENCY TO HAVE A PROCEDURE TO INVESTIGATE CITIZEN COMPLAINTS. YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO A WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THIS PROCEDURE. THIS
AGENCY MAY FIND AFTER AN INVESTIGATION THAT THERE IS NOT ENOUGH
EVIDENCE TO WARRANT ACTION ON YOUR COMPLAINT. EVEN IF THAT IS
THE CASE, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE THE COMPLAINT AND HAVE IT
INVESTIGATED IF YOU BELIEVE THE OFFICER BEHAVED IMPROPERLY. “In Partnership with the Community"
CITIZEN COMPLAINTS AND ANY REPORTS OR FINDINGS RELATING TO

COMPLAINTS MUST BE RETAINED BY THIS AGENCY FOR AT LEAST FIVE

YEARS.

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO MAKE A COMPLAINT THAT YOU KNOW TO BE
FALSE. IF YOU MAKE A COMPLAINT AGAINST AN OFFICER KNOWING THAT
IT IS FALSE, YOU CAN BE PROSECUTED ON A MISDEMEANOR CHARGE. WHAT ABOUT

I have read and understood the above statement. MY

7S N Ale)ak COMPLAINT?
Complainant Q Date | 7




AWARE Press Release 1996

Alliance Working for Asian Rights and Empowerment
PO Box 28977, Santa Ana CA 92799-8977 Daniel Tsang co-founder
(714) 597-9766 voice/fax; beeper: (714) 569-8866

TRVINE POLICE POLICY SINGLES OUT CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP

Irvine =~ In response to a Public Records Act request from the
Alliance Working for Asian Rights and Empowerment, a group formed
to monitor police practices in Orange County, the Irvine Police
Department has released its first batch of internal pelicies

- Irvine PD's Training Bulletin 94-18 on Fiald Interview
Photographs, written October 14, 1984 by gang investigator Mike
Welch, then the department's Officer of the Year, contains
incorrect, improper and misleading information about AWARE
itself, according to an analysis of a copy of the policy just
received by AWARE's co-founder, Daniel C. Tsang, who filed the
initial Public Records Act request. Police department training
bulletins generally have the same legal force as department
General Orders.

The second paragraph of 94-18 describes AWARE's creation and
states that AWARE "is actively trying to stop pelice from
photegraphing field detainees. Each member of this group carries
a card containing information on all individual rights that are
involved during a field detention. The card indicates they have
the right to deny a field photography unless under arrest. This
is NOT true. A field detainee may be photographed without an
arrest but only under the strictest guideline outlined below."

AWARE protests the singling out of its members by the Irvine
Pelice Department. Why is the Irvine Police keeping track of what
AWARE members carry in their wallets? AWARE's "Know Your Rights"
card, recently reprinted in the Orange County Register, actually
states that card holders "have a right to say no" if police try
to photograph them without arresting them. AWARE believes that
people have a constitutional right to say no to police abuse, and
believes photographs in non-arrest, routine field detention
situations are unnecessary. In fact, it is bad police practice,
since it continues to cause friction between law enforcement and
the community. In addition, we ask, "Doesn't Irvine PD believe
people have a right to say no?" What is true consent (one of the
factors supposedly to take into account when photographing a
detainee) if you can only say yes? AWARE wants to know if Irvine
Police Department is monitoring AWARE meetings and publications
and keeping files on its members. AWARE fs in the process of
seeking legal advice as to what future steps to pursue.

The policy also permits such photographs to be used in a "photo
lineup,” even though Irvine Police Sgt., Al Murray told a
University of California, Irvine, meeting February 7 that field
detainee photographs cannot be used for such a purpose.

AWARE also questions why such a short period as 3@ days is the
required time period to file complaints over the taking of a



Surveillance since 9/11

Source: stoplapdspying.org

The process for collecting and monitoring police
surveillance on local communities under Special Order 1.

this, lIl lIIE;
Q X

1. A police of ficer observes "something suspicious”
and fills out a 5.A.R. - Suspicious Activity Report,
Under Special Order 1 this means reporting on
non-criminal activities such as taking a picture of a
building, drawing or painting a landmark, drawing
diagrams or taking notes in publie, using binoculars,
or inquiring abeut a building's hours of operation.

with the

this isnota B

2 All 5.ARs are sent to the Counter
Terrorism and Criminal Intelligence
Bureau (CTLIR) of the LAPD's Major
Crimes Division (MCD).

3. The 5.A.R.= information is often shared
oint R

also known as the =
Fusion Center.

#. The 5.AR.s information

can then be upleaded onta the
Information Sharing Envirenment
(ISE) a Natienal Database.

ional Information Center




Stop LAPD Order 1

=T
.

TOP1 LEFD SPHING] ‘
Lm SPECIRL ORDER NN Lm

Do you take pictures and shoot videos in public..
Do you ask about a place’s hours of operation...

Do you take notes...
Do you draw diagrams...
Do you use hinoculars for birdwatching or sightseeing?

If you do any of the above and/or many other non-criminal activities,
LAPD Considers You A Suspicious Person

In March of 2008 LAPD issued Special Order 11 (SO11), which authorizes LAPD officers to gather intelligence
based on “observed behavior”. These behaviors include everyday non-criminal activifies such as the ones listed
above. LAPD submits Suspicious Activity Reports to a national information-sharing network which finks
government and private collectors and users of intelligence data.

Should LAPD be authorized to spy on, profile, and violate our right to privacy?

Public Safety or Public Insecurity??
Stop LAPD Spying!!

Campaign to Rescind Special Order 11

For more information please email at hamidk@cangress.org or call 562-230-4578
www.stoplapdspying.org




Cont’d...

Examples of non-criminal behaviors listed in

LAPD’s Special Order 11°

Engages in suspected pre-operational surveillance (uses binoculars or
cameras, takes measurements, draws diagrams, etc.).

Appears to engage in counter-surveillance efforts (doubles back,
changes appearance, evasive driving, etc.).

Engages security personnel in questions focusing on sensitive subjects
(security information, hours of operation, shift changes, what security
cameras film, etc.).

Takes measurements (counts footsteps, measures building entrances,
measures building entrances or perimeters, distances between security
locations, distances between cameras, etc.).

Takes pictures or photographs (of no apparent aesthetic value, i.e.,
camera angles, security equipment, security personnel, traffic lights,
building entrances, etc.).

Draws diagrams or takes notes (building plans, location of security
cameras or security personnel, security shift changes, notes of weak
security points, etc.).

"LAPD’s Findings and Recommendations of the Suspicious Activity Report (SAR) Support and
Implementation Project; March 5, 2008.
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Essay

on Police Watching after Ferguson

Militarized Police Counter-Insurgency Must Be Met By a Protracted Peoples’ Insurgency

by Michael Novick, Anfi-Racist Action-Los A ngdg_;ﬂeople Against Racist Terror (ARA-LA/PART)

It’s a new year, and perhaps a new day, in the struggle. Sustained and growing resistance to
police murders with impunity, marked by creative and disruptive tactics led by a new generation
of Black activists across the country, are an unexpected and overdue but welcome harbinger of a
break with the politics of despair and defeatism that have gripped people in the U.S. for too long.

Beginning with the uprising in Ferguson and the eye-opening display of militarized police
repression that greeted it, and continuing through the fall and into the dark, cold weeks of winter
after grand juries in Missouri and New York refused to indict outrageous killer cops, protests have
continued for months, some massive, such as the mﬂhes of tens of thousands in New York City
and 4-5,000 for “Millions March L.A.” (mostly Bla‘gﬁpeoplc in their teens, 20s and 30s), some
small, such as the OccupyLAPD vigil by Black Lives Matter L.A., some national in scope and
St. Louis, MO.

New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

followed by a host of actions to mark the
fic and vocal rejection of the old guard
these efforts, not out of disrespect for their
f the masses” outrage for personal

of programmatic and policy proposals
he police through elected boards with the
ation of the police and repurposing of
ograms to meet community needs for social

participation, such as a convergence to Ferguson
And gratifyingly, there is no sign of stopping -- in¢
actions in dozens of cities across the country are bein
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday on January 19. A spe
pacifying self-appointed “leaders” has marked most of
age but from a recognition that pacification and broke ring o
advancement is worse than pointless. There are a variet
being put forward, such as Community Control ovel
power to hire, fire and prosecute, to calls for demilitar
spending on law enforcement and “criminal justice” |
and economic integration and development. B
At the same time, other elements within the Bl;
liberation struggle, such as the Black Riders, are sp
out about the need for self-defense if anything is to
change, recognizing that the problem of racist police.
murders is not one of the police alone, but is rooted i
the larger conditions of oppression and exploitati
colonialism and capitalism, that the police are hired
enforce. There is a clear and growing recognition the
the issue is not one of a “few bad apples,” or police
“misconduct.”
It is the conduct of police and policing, the charg
they are given by the political and economic elite ar
elected officials, the function they fulfill as an occup
army in communities of color and as an internal bo
guard in more privileged areas, that is coming inf
question. The slogan “Black Lives Matter,” asserted
defended, has made a lasting impact on the assump
of white supremacy and unexamined privilege, e
within the so-called white left and progressive moy

Neither the color of the skin nor the con

of the character of individual police o

a solution by Barack Obama -- police body-cams and
community policing -- only intensify the problem. As

the Stap LAPD Spying Cealition has pointed out, body-
cams on cops serve as another modality for police spying,
along with drones, a panoply of street cameras, and
license-plate readers that take photos of every parked or
moving vehicle the cops pass. Dashboard cameras in L.A.
squad cars are routinely disabled; the body will
be used mainly for intelligence gathering and evidentiary
purposes against activists, protesters, alleged gang
members and anyone considered a “threat” by the police.

Community policing is even worse. It is a strategy
of counter-insurgency, specifically described by
its advocates in the professional journals of the
policing “profession” as the “domestic equivalent of
psychological operations [PSYOPS] in the military,”
designed to “control the thinking of the population or
the enemy.” Whether you are considered “population” or
“enemy” depends on your passivity in the face of police
paramilitary operations. It is not an antidote to, but an
expression of, the militarization of the police, just as
much as the weaponry and the drones. Thankfully, we are

lonizes, exploits and oppressed.
‘We need to begin to act more clearly on that
erstanding and devise st ies for decolonization
self-determination. How concretely can we best
ermine the legitimacy of the oppressive institutions

f domination that have us in their grip, and increase the
sffective power of the people to meet our needs, shape
own destiny and take the political initiative on the
yath to liberation?

here needs to be a strategy for building a
| popular insurgency capable of sustaining
' itself and eventually prevailing.

onsider that this is 2013, half-way through the second
decade of the 21st Century, with clear evidence that the
rule of the Empire is threatening not only individual
communities and colonized people, but the very fabric
of the eco-systems that sustain human and other life. Are
we closer to overturning that system and replacing it with
pe that will meet basic human needs in a way that can
carried out in harmony with the biosphere and other

Detail from Turning the Tide, Jan-March 2015, p2
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Empty Reform: Body-Worn Cameras

Source: http://stoplapdspying.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Stop-LAPD-Spying-Coalition-Report-on-Use-of-Body-Cameras-by-Law-Enforcement-April-2015.pdf

Stop LAPD Spying Coalition

Body-Worn Cameras: An Empty Reform to Expand the Surveillance State

In 2014, body-worn cameras for police became the subject of public discussion across political and
media landscapes following the non-indictments handed down to the officers involved in the killings of Ezell
Ford, Michael Brown, Eric Gamer. and countless other people of color. With conflicting narratives
surrounding many of these high profile cases of unarmed black and brown as well as mentally ill, transient,
and homeless individuals being killed at the hands of law enforcement, body-wormn cameras have been
advocated as one technological remedy toward fostering greater police accountability and transparency by
providing what proponents hold is objective documentation of community-police interactions.

However, body-worn cameras should not be perceived as the end-all solution to fostering greater
police accountability and oversight and mitigating officers’ deadly use of foree. Analyzing body-worn cameras
through the financial details surrounding them in the context of the Los Angeles Police Department's (LAPD)
contract with TASER International raises serious allegations of conflicts of mterest as well as concerns
stemming from the lack of substantive community input and debate on the deal. Research as to the efficacy of
body-worn cameras is also virtually non-existent, which leads the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition to contend that
marketing hype and the pursuit of more effective means of surveillance and intelligence gathering, not
empirical data, are driving the push toward adoption of body-worn cameras by police departments across the
nation. This was facilitated in the case of Los Angeles by its Civilian Police Commission, which functions
through legitimating an unwavering pro-law enforcement perspective while other, more eritical, community

voices are marginalized and framed as outside the boundaries of respectable discourse.



Copwatch

COPWATCH.com COPWATCH.com

POLICING THE POLICE

DID YOU KNOW...

‘% Our police department ranks among the worst in the nation’

4% Experts say Copwatch.com’s ‘Crucial Reforms’ MUST be adopted’

%Y Most cops are poorly educated and dangerously undertrained’

4% Cops have more in common with criminals than with normal citizens
%7 The cops’ ‘Blue Wall of Silence’ is like the Mafia’s code of ‘Omerta’
4% The Police Union fights against police accountability

7. We need, but do not have, a REAL ‘Citizen’s Review Board’

4% According to Federal statistics, policework is NOT very dangerous
%@i High 1Q applicants are rejected by the Police Academy

%7 Cops habitually lie to, deceive, and mislead innocent citizens

COPWATCH.COM &= COPWATCH.COM
Smashing the 'Blue Wall of sllem:e

Copyright © 2002, COPWATCH.com, Inc. Al righis resarved. May be iraely duplicated and dissaminated fo non-commercial purposes.




Copywatch incident repor

Incident Report #

Name of Copwatcher
USs & o N L ¥ A B OV E T H LS [

¢ OGP WAT CH

COPWATCH INCIDENT REPORT FORM

IMPORTANT: If the victim/arrestes wishes his/her Identity to be confidential, mark this box (] .

TIME AND PLACE
am )

Date/Time of Incident at pm
month/day/year me

Exact Location
s -

POLICE OFFICERS INVOLVED
- : vt

i 2

Officers’ N
Badge #'s
Police Departments

Police Car License #'s c
4 =

VICTIM INFORMATION

Name _ Phone

Address/Way to Contact
Victi . Lwos arrested © [ wants o file a compiaint O needf atasvsr . 2 J

Yic i

Suspected Charge Injuries (describe) =

\

[ InEasEE 1 2 3 o
Name__~ "
T

Phone/Way to Contact

@re there (J photos or ([J tapes of the incident? Who has them? Y,

. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENY , ~

(continue on back as neededJ

COPWATCH - 2022 BLAKE ST - BERKELEY 94704 - 548-0425

t form



Videotaping Police

Credit: Paul Richmond, attorney. http://cldc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Videotaping-Police-during-political-demonstrations-7-2004b-5.pdf

Videotaping Police during Political Demonstrations

Purpose of this Manual

This manual is meant to provide a basic overview of proven tactics for video taping police at
demonstrations. This information is presented with the hope of having as many people as possible
attending these demonstrations carrying video cameras and having knowledge of how to use them
effectively. It is hoped that you the reader will become one of these people.

Why Videotape Police
Video cameras are, if properly employed, one of the most effective tools for documenting what occurs and
containing excesses by the police.

The majority of arrests are usually a form of control and harassment. During a typical demonstration they
are usually for trivial things like "jaywalking or "offensive littering" (i.e. throwing a cigarette butt down in
the street.) Other times, there may be blatantly over the top behaviors, even involving the use of chemical
agents and projectile weapons, or circling hundreds of demonstrators followed by mass arrests. In any
case, letting the police know that there’s a record being made and that they are accountable is one of the
best ways for law-abiding citizens to control and prevent these harassing tactics.



The Police

Source: http://www.crimethinc.com/tools/posters/police_front.pdf
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7 Myths

Source: http://www.crimethinc.com/tools/posters/police_back.pdf

Seven Myths about the Police
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“Find out just what any people will quietly submit to and you
have found out the exact measure of injustice and wrong
which will be imposed upon them, and these will continue

till they are resisted with either words or blows, or both.”

— Frederick Douglass



Defend the Territory!
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Knowledge is Power
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The Answer

NOT! More People of Color Cops. Body Cameras. More Surveillance.
More militarization.

YES! Demilitarization. Public Access to Police Files. Community Review
Boards. Solidarity with the oppressed.



Thanks!

AWARE is currently in hiatus....

For more information, contact:

Dan Tsang, dansubvert@gmail.com
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