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JMEWS at UCLA
NaNcy GallaGher aNd SoNdra hale are NoW co-edITorS 
of The JOURNAL OF MIDDLE EASt WOMEN’S StUDIES

By DIANE JAMES

having moved into 
its new home at the 
Ucla center for the 
Study of Women in 

July 2006, the Journal of Middle East 
Women’s Studies celebrated its arrival 
with a two-day conference on Gender 
and the Transnational Middle east. 
The conference program announced 
a visionary agenda, inviting research 
informed by transnational feminist, 

cultural, and modern historical stud-
ies, new forms of ethnography, and 
the emerging intersections of science 
and philosophy.

JMeWS was launched in 2005 as 
the official journal of the associa-
tion for Middle east Women’s Studies 
(aMeWS), an international multi-
disciplinary organization founded in 
1984 by anthropologist Suad Joseph 
of Uc davis. aMeWS started the 
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DeaDlines  
approach
Each year, CSW offers several 

funding opportunities for 

undergraduate and graduate 

students, as well as for 

faculty and CSW research 

scholars. The deadlines 

for some of the student 

awards are coming very 

soon: Applications for the 

Elizabeth Blackwell Awards 

(April 6), the Constance 

Coiner Awards (April 23), the 

Renaissance Award (April 

23), and Travel Grants (April 

23) can be downloaded from 

our website. Please see our 

website: www.csw.ucla.edu 

for information on deadlines 

and criteria.
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Middle east Women’s Studies review in 1988 and contin-
ued to produce the newsletter over the next sixteen years 
as the organization and its affiliated scholars developed 
the ideas, the networks, the determination, and the fund-
ing to support the thrice-yearly research journal now 
published by Indiana University Press.

The journal’s first home was the center for Middle east-
ern and North african Studies at the University of Michi-
gan. Its first editors were Professor Marcia Inhorn, director 
of cMeNaS, and Professor Mary layoun, department of 
comparative literature, University of Wisconsin–Madi-
son. Professor layoun stepped aside after the first year, and 
Inhorn and managing editor alissa Surges saw the journal 
through its second year, and passed it on in good health to 
the new editors at Ucla.

Thanks to funding by the office of the dean, Social 
Sciences, and additional support from the center for the 
Study of Women and the center for Near eastern Studies 
at Ucla, and the Middle eastern Studies Program at the 
University of california, Santa Barbara, JMeWS has tripled 
its editorial team.

co-editor Sondra hale is Professor of anthropology and 
Women’s Studies at Ucla. She formerly chaired Women’s 
Studies at three universities, including Ucla, coordinates 
Ucla’s Global South Gender Initiative, and co-facilitates 
the Migrating epistemologies workshop series at cSW. her 
research specializations are gender, cultural studies, politics, 
and social movements in the Middle east and africa. She is 
the author of Gender Politics in Sudan: Islamism, Socialism, 
and the State, and is currently coediting a book project on 
“Sudan’s Killing fields: Perspectives on Genocide.”

co-editor Nancy Gallagher is Professor of history, 
chair of the Middle east Studies Program, and co-director 

of the center for Middle east Studies at Uc Santa Barbara, 
and president of aMeWS. her book on Quakers in the 
Israel/Palestine Conflict is forthcoming in 2007, and she is 
working on a book entitled Women in Islam: Human Rights 
and Activism, to be published by routledge.

Managing editor diane James is a research associate at 
the Ucla center for Near eastern Studies. her interests 
include media, language, and performance in academia, 
theater, radio, and virtuality.

Book reviews editor lara deeb is a cultural anthro-
pologist and assistant Professor of Women’s Studies at 
the University of california at Irvine. She is the author of 
An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi‘i 
Lebanon. her current projects include an analysis of the 
intersection of public religiosities and understandings 
of temporality, and “interfaith intimacies” in relation to 
transnational discourses about sexuality and religion. She 
is also a member of the editorial board of the Middle east 
research and Information Project (MerIP).

editorial assistant rana Sharif is a first-year graduate 
student in the Ucla Women’s Studies program. a hybrid 
Palestinian-american with latin american influences, 
she began her academic life as a molecular biology major, 
but found that her true passions lie in the humanities and 
social sciences. her research interests include Palestinian 
gendered identities, women’s participation in irredentist 
social movements, law, Islamic feminisms, and racial and 
ethnic formations. She has traveled extensively in the 
Middle east and speaks arabic and Spanish. 

editorial assistant fiazuddin Shuayb is a Ph.d. student 
in the Ucla Islamic Studies program. a Trinidad-born 
journalist and writer and a Mellon-Mays fellow, he earned 
a B.a. in Political Science/anthropology at Queens col-

JMEWS at UCLA, continued from page 1

The Winter 2007 issue, guest edited by Martina Rieker, director of the Cynthia 

Nelson Institute for Gender and Women’s Studies at the American University in 

Cairo, includes a history of the Tunisian women’s movement by a key scholar 

and activist; an examination of the “White Turk” discourse by a Turkish political 

scientist; a study of Kurdish women’s organizing in diaspora; an analysis of 

Palestinian camp women’s life stories; and a study of the translation of “gender” 

into Arabic.
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lege, New york. he is fluent in classical and Modern 
Standard arabic and is studying Persian and french. his 
research interests include Islamic political thought, gender 
discourse in Islam’s sacred texts, Islamic sciences, and the 
historiography of Islamic law.

The JMeWS editorial team is supported by five associate 
editors, an editorial board of 28 scholars based at universi-
ties in the U.S. and the Middle east, and the association for 
Middle east Women’s Studies.

aMeWS developed its publication goals during a quar-
ter-century that saw an explosion of research on Middle 
eastern women’s lives, identities, agency, and activism. 
There was tremendous institutional growth and disciplin-
ary expansion in women’s studies during this period as 
well, and feminist theory was greatly expanded and revised. 
The new scholarship has been deeply informed by scholars 
from the global South who have encouraged and contrib-
uted to the re-evaluation of Western feminist assumptions.

from a traditional area studies perspective, the Middle 
east stretches from North africa through Iraq, and encom-
passes non-arab Turkey, Israel, Iran, and afghanistan, as 
well as sub-Saharan Sudan. But in the age of globalization 
and transnationalism, this geographically bound notion is 
too limiting. Middle eastern peoples are living in diasporic 
communities around the globe, and thus the Middle east 
also exists “abroad.”

There are other ways of mapping the Middle east. Islam 
transcends the region, connecting Muslims in europe, the 
americas, africa, and central, South, and Southeast asia. 
These considerations give JMeWS an expansive conception 
of its field of inquiry. Not limited by borders, neither does 
it limit its attention to women. JMeWS is committed to an 
inclusive gender studies perspective, welcoming research 
on men and masculinities, sex and sexualities, and lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transsexual communities in relation to 
the Middle east and Islam.

Since September 11, 2001, the Middle east has been in 
the global media spotlight. Not surprisingly, Middle eastern 
women are being used symbolically to reinscribe negative 
images of Islam and culturally embedded patriarchy. There 
are far too many media pundits commenting on Middle 
eastern women’s lives without any first-hand knowledge of 
those lives. JMeWS aims to serve as a corrective and schol-
arly antidote in an era of pervasive misinformation.

JMeWS is reaching out to scholarly communities in 
several directions. The Winter 2007 issue, guest edited by 
Martina rieker, director of the cynthia Nelson Institute for 
Gender and Women’s Studies at the american University in 
cairo, includes a history of the Tunisian women’s move-
ment by a key scholar and activist; an examination of the 
“White Turk” discourse by a Turkish political scientist; a 
study of Kurdish women’s organizing in diaspora; an analy-
sis of Palestinian camp women’s life stories; and a study of 
the translation of “gender” into arabic.

To engage young scholars, JMeWS will announce this 
month a bi-annual open competition for the best graduate 
student research paper in Middle east women’s studies, and 
plans to publish the prize-winning entry in Winter 2008.

on april 5, JMeWS presents its first annual distin-
guished lecture, to be hosted by the Uc Santa Barbara cen-
ter for Middle east Studies. Susan Slyomovics, Professor of 
anthropology and Near eastern languages and cultures 
at Ucla, will lecture on “Mary’s Well in Nazareth: Pho-
tography, Gendered Space, and Water law,” at 4 pm in the 
Mccune room, hSSB 6th floor. The event is free and open 
to the public (for more information, visit http://www.cmes.
ucsb.edu/, or telephone 805-893-4245).

on april 27th to 28th, JMeWS, duke University, and the 
University of North carolina–chapel hill will co-sponsor a 
workshop at duke on Marketing Muslim Women. orga-
nized by Miriam cooke and ellen Mclarney at duke and 
Banu Gokariksel at UNc-ch, the workshop will consider 
works in progress by local (east coast) scholars and lay the 
groundwork for an international conference co-sponsored 
by JMeWS, aMeWS, duke and UNc-ch, to be held at 
duke University in March 2008.

Diane James is the Managing Editor of JMEWS.




