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CONrROL OF Nl1l'RIA 
Rollo E. Talbert 

District Supervisor, Weed and Vertebrate Pest Control 
California Department of Agriculture 

Within the past ten years Call:fornia in common with many other 

states bas experienced a nutria boan which bas resulted in the 

establishing of several hundred nutria ranches. Although we now have 

legalized restrictions covering holding pens, escapes have occurred both 

since and prior to the applied restrictions. The first known escape 

involved an unknown number o:f animals in Stanislaus County several years 

prior to their discovery in 1948. Experimental work was then conducted 

by Stanley E. Piper who was at that time district supervisor of rodent 

and weed control for the California Department o:f Agriculture. Mr. 

Piper attempted to develop control procedures utilizing toxic baits but 

difficulty in obtaining satisfactory control with carrots or sweet 

potatoes treated with either zinc phosphide or strychnine alkaloid led 

to the use of steel traps as a means of taking the an1 mal s. A trapping 

program was begun in 1951 under the supervision of Frank Barmettler, 

assistant district agent for the Bureau of' Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service. The procedure used by Mr. 

Barmettler is as follows: 

TRAPPIHl. No. 3 steel traps may be placed an inch or two under 

water at the shallow edge of feeding areas that are in regular use. 

Sets may also be placed at the burrow entrances and in runs made in the 

banks of canals or ponds. Rafts composed of tules 1 cattails and other 

material may be :found where nutria are well established. As these are 

used :for both feeding and resting, traps placed on the lower parts or 

Just under water are very effective. Bait is not required as a lure and 
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traps need not be hidden or disguised. as nutria do not seem to recognize 

traps as a foreign object or dangerous to them. Trap awareness does not 

seem to develop even with animals that have been caught and escaped as 

they are usually soon caught again. Traps must be staked or fastened so 

that the animals may be quickly retrieved. 

SHO<Yl'llG. Nutria have been taken by shooting at feeding grounds at 

night, thereby quickly disposing of part of the population. There have 

been instances in which a nWDber of nutria were discovered in the 

daytime huddled together, as is their habit in captivity, which implied 

that they had been very recently released. Shooting was most effective 

here as the animals ma.de little or no attempt to scatter or seek cover. 
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