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ELECTRON IMPACT EXCITATION OF HEAVILY IONIZED ATOMS 

Mehdi Golshani 

Lawrence Radiation Laboratory 
University of California 

Berkeley, California 

February 26, 1970 

ABSTRACT 

.We use the Coulomb-Born approximation to calculate the total 

cross section for the electronic excitation of ionized atoms. When the 

incident energy is high and the atom is highly ionized we can use the 

eikonal and classical approximations simultaneously. In this case the 

scattering amplitude reduces to a one dimensional path integral. The 

path integral, in turn, can be reduced, to any desired accuracy, to 

a sum over integrals which can be done analytically. Using this 

procedure, we have calculated the total .cross section for the heavily 
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INTRODUCTION 

Electron impact excitation of various types of atomic ions has 

been examined in different approximationsl with or without the inclusion 

of exchange. Most of the calculations are done in the Coulomb-Born 

approximation, hO,iever. The Coulomb-Born approximation differs from 

the ordinary Born approximation in that plane waves are replaced by 

Coulomb waves. The Coulomb-Born approximation for the excitation of 

positive ions should.yield more accurate results, especially for high 

values of ionic charge Z, than the ordinary Born approximation for the 

excitation of neutral atoms. This follows from the fact that for high 

Z the perturbation potential, which is taken to be the interelectronic 

interaction, is much smaller than the Coulomb potential of the ion. 

Consider an ionized atom with one electron in its external 

shell. As we shall show later, the Coulomb-Born amplitude, without 

exchange, has the form: 

where 

TC.B. 
fi 

and are the Coulomb "lave functions representing the 

incident and scattered electrons respectively. Here the "effective" 

interelectronic interaction Vfi is defined by: 

where Ui and Uf are, respectively, the initial state and final 

state wave functions of the bound electron. 
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The use of the Coulomb-Born approximation alone is not enough, 

in general, to reduce the above expression for the scattering amplitude 

to an analytical form. Further approximations are necessary to accomplish 

this. Usually, one expands the wave functions and the interelectronic 

interaction in terms of the spherical harmonics and then integrates the 

resulting expression numerically. However, those who have pursued this 

way have confined themselves to the dipole term in the expansion of the 

interelectronic potential. 
2 

According to an estimate by Burgess, the 

dipole term, at moderate energies, accounts for about hlO-thirds of the 

total cross section. Using this procedure, with some variations in 

details, electron impact excitation cross sections have been calculated3 

for hydrogenic ions by Tully (1960) and Burgess (1961), for He+ by 

+ . 3+ 5+ 9+ Tully (1960), for lithium-like ions (Be, C ,0 ,and Mg ) by 

Belly, Tully, and Van Regemorter (1963), for sodium-like ions (Mg+, 

Si3+, and Fe15+) by Belly, Tully, and Van Regemorter (1963); also by 

Kreueger and Czyzak (1965), and for potassium-like -ions (Ca+) by 

Van Regemorter (1960, 1961). Except for the case of Is ~ 2s transition 

in + He , there are no experimental data to compare with these calculations. 

In the case of He+ where experimental data is available, the theoretical 

threshold behavior is different from the experimental one. 

Another approximation frequently used in conjunction .vi th the 

Coulomb-Born approximation is to assume that the main contribution to 

the cross section comes from optically 4110wed transitions. Further-

more, the potential V .. 
Jl 

is replaced by its asymptotic limit at large 

interelectron separations: 

' .. 
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~ 

Vji(r) 
r~ co 

.. 
In this case we get: 

= 

where we have introduced the oscillator strength f(j,i) defined by: 

and the Krammers-Gaunt g-factor defined by: 

g(k,k') 

This procedure leads to a crude estimate of the excitation cross 

section. One can improve it by introducing suitable cut-off factors· 

in the relevant integrations. 

Another procedure for the calculation of electron impact 

excitation cross section of ions is the so-called close coupling 

approximation. Here one expands the complete wave function of the 

system in terms of atomic 0ave functions and then tries to solve the 

resulting integr.odifferential equations numerically. However, in the 

expansion of the total v!ave function one keeps only a few of the lovJest 

lying atomic states. ·This leads to a small· nuxnber of coupled intergro-

differential equations. This approximation has been used in the 
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calculation of the excitation cross sections for + . 4+ 
He· and N In 

the case of He+ where experimental data is available, there is a 

serious discrepancy between the experimental threshold behavior and the 

result of the close coupling approximation. 

In this paper, in order to reduce the Coulomb-Born scattering 

amplitude to an analytical expression,we have followed Chen and 

watson4 in using the combination of the eikonal and classical approxi-

mations. The simultaneous use of these·two approximations has the· 

advantage of reducing the expression for the scattering amplitude to a 

one.dimensiohal path integral. The path is made up of points where two 

particular sequences of trajectories meet and are tangent. One sequence 
.~ 

of trajectories has the initial momentum k, the other has the final 
~' 

momentum k'. The use of the eikonal approximation for the wave functions 

of the incident and scattered electrons requires: 

k »l, k' »l 

~ ~ 

where k and k' are the momenta of the incident'and scattered 

electrons respectively. The validity qf the classical theory of elastic 

scattering,as we shall see later,requires: 

k <.<4z 

and 

k' <.<. 4z • 

Thus, it is· for highly ionized atoms that there is a region of overlap 

for the validity of these two approximations. This range is defined by: 

• 
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1 « k « 4z 

and 

1. « k' « 4z . 

To calculate the eikonal functions, we need to know the equations 

of the trajectories. However, it is shown by Chen and Watson5 that the 

eikonal is not very sensitive to the form of the trajectory chosen. 

Thus, for an elastic scattering with the incident momentum 
~ 

k and the 

scattering angle 28 we have chosen a trajectory which consists of two 

straight lines intersecting at an angle 28. From now on we refer to 

this as a "triangular" trajectory. 

In this calculation, we assume that all electrons are distin-

guishable; thus, neglecting the exchange amplitude. It is shown by 

6 Mott and Massey that at high incident energies, where the Born 

approximation is valid, the exchange amplitude is very small relative 

to the direct scattering amplitude, and if the transition can occur 

only through electron exchange, the cross section will be very small 

and drops rapidly with energy. For example, in the excitation of the 

23p state of helium from the ground state, which occurs only through 

electron exchange, the total cross section drops by a factor of 270 as 

we go from k == 1.9 to k == 4. Since we are working at high energies 

(k »1, k'» 1), we expect the exchange amplitude to be small. 

However, the exchange amplitude can' easily be included in the Coulomb-

Born approximation, and this will be the subject of a later paper. 
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As we have already indicated, the accuracy of our calculation 

increases as the ionic charge increases. After looking at Moore-

Sitterley's table of atomic energy levels, we found four highly. ionized 

atoms which have one electron in their external shell. These are the 

sodium-like ions Fe15 +, co16
+, Ni17+, and Cu18+. The electron impact 

excitation cross section for the transition of 15+ Fe has 

been calculated by Belly, Tully, and Van Regemorter3 (1963) using the 

Coulomb-Born approximation. Kreuger and Czyzak3 (1965) have calculated 

the cross section for the 3s ~ 3p and 3p -) 3d transitions of 15+ Fe 

in the Coulomb-Born approximation. These hiO calculations agree and 

are both at low energies (k ~ 1) where our procedure is not expected 

to be valid. However, if we extrapolate our calculation to such 

energies, our result differs considerably from theirs. When we 

compared our calculation \'lith that of the Born approximation, we found 

that they agree (within a factor of one and a half) at high energies 

(k ~ 24). 

" 



-7-

EXCITATION OF ATOMIC IONS IN THE COULOMB-BORN'APPROXIMATION 

We consider the excitation of an ionized atom, which has one 

electron in its external shell, through electron impact. Since the 
• 

mass of the electron is much smaller than that of the ion, we shall 

neglect the motion of the latter. Therefore, the center of mass of the 

system is essentially at the center of the ion. We shall also assume 

that the incident and atomic electrons are distinguishable. Throughout 

this paper we shall use atomic units. These are defined by putting 

m == e == n == 1. 

In our model, the Hamiltonian for the system of incident 

electron and ion is: 

H HO + U + V 

where 

HO == - l if 
2 + H (1' ) atom 

U 
Z 

== r 

V 
1 

== 
It - t, 

Here Z is the net charge of the ion; and 1 and t, denote the 

position coordinates of the incident and the outermost atomic electrons 

respectively. The origin of the coordinate system is taken to be at 

the center of the ion. 
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Let us represent the eigenfunctions of HO by X, the eigen

+ 
functions of HO + U by ¢-; and the eigenfunctions of HO + U + V by 

Wi. Then, according to Lippmann-Schwinger formalism we have:? 

_____ ....,1-..,..-- U r;(± 
X + E - Ho ± iE 't' 

+ 
(U + V) ljt-

the transition amplitude turns out to beB 

= 

Substituting for Xf from (1), we get: 

(¢f- -
1 

U ¢f-' 
+ 

Tfi = "E - H - iE (u + V) 'It. ) 
~ 

0 

(¢f -, + (¢f -, 
1 

= (U + V)'I!. ) - U E - H + i€ ~ 
0 

(¢f -, (u + V)'I!. +) - (¢f- , + 
= U(ljt. - X.) 

~ 1 ~ 

= (¢f-' VWi +) + <¢f-' UX) 

(1) 

(2) 

(u + V)ljt. +) 
1 

(4) 

In this problem the second term vanishes because the initial and final 

channels are not" connected by U. Thus, we have: 

= 

• 



'. 
. 

-9-

If we approximate 11'. + by ¢. +, we obtain the so-called Coulomb-Born 
1 1 

approximation 

T 
C.B. 

fi 
( 6) 

Thus, in order to calculate T C.B~ 

fi 
+ 

we need to know ¢- . These "lave 

functions, by definition, satisfy the following Schrodinger equation: 

(H - ! \7 2 Z + 
(7) - - - E.) ¢.- == 0 atom 2 r r 1 1 

let 

¢+-7-? X ±(-7 -7, ) u. (?') (8) .-(r,r') == F r,r 
1 1 

Substituting (8) into (7) and using the :jchrodinger equation for the 

atom, we get: 

2 Z 2 +::::\ 
(\7 + 2 - + k ) X~-(r) r r -K == 0 

1 2; 
where E == 2" k' represents the energy of the incident electron. 

Equation (9) is known to have solutions9 

~ (+) (r) == 

-L 
(211) 2 exp(~ y)r(l - iY) F(iY, 1, ikr - iF· r)exp(ik\ r) 

~(-)(r) == 

-.!. 
(2n) 2 exp(~ y)r-)('(l - iY) F*(iy,l,ikr + iF. r)exp(ik. 1) 

-.!. 
== (2rr) 2 exp(~ y)r(l + i y) F(."i Y,l, -ikr - ik. rJexp(ik . r') 

(10) 
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where z 
Y = k ' and 

F(a,b; z) = 
a z a(a + 1) z2 

1 + b l~ + b(b + 1) 2T + (11) 

Substituting (8) into (6), we get: 

T C.B. 
:fi = 

(12) 

where 

V
f1

, - J u *(~') 1 u. (1') d3r' 
. f r 11 _ l' I 1 

In the barycentric coordinate system, the differential cross 

section for the excitation of the ion has the form: 10 

do (2 )4 (~)2 ~ IT C.B·1 2 
dn = n v' v fi 

where v and v' are the barycentric velocities of the electrons in 

the initial and: final states respectively. For non-relativistic 

velocities k' -, :::::: m = 1 
v 

velocities we have: 

(in atomic units). Thus, for non-relativistic 
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The total cross section is: 

Usually, we are interested in transitions of the tY})e n£ ~ n' £' . 

Therefore we sum over final states (m') and average over initial 

states (m): 

a = (2n)4 k' 1 k ~2£~+--::-1 

m 

\' 
L 
m' 

(14) 



-12-

THE EIKONAL APPROXIMATION 

Now, in order to calculate T
fi

C•B• 

eikonal approximation4 to the wave functions 

we use the so-called first 

1 

L 
(2rr)2 

(16) 

where the eikonal function S is defined by a path integral along the 

classical trajectory: 

r 

Sk(il = J ~(s) ds 

with 

2 Z 1 
(k + 2 _)2 

r 

the condition for the validity of the eikonal approximation isll 

k »1 

Using the first eikonal approximation for both· X
k

(+) 

Eq. (12) takes the form: 

and ( - ) 
~I , 

T
fi

C•B. = (2rr)-3 J exp(-i Sk' (-)(r)) Vfi(r) exp(i Sk (+)(rld3r. 

(18) 

According to (17), this equation is valid provided 
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k » 1 

and (19) 

k' »1 

Two trajectories pass through each point ~ of the integrand 

in (18). One corresponds to an elastic ~cattering with the initial 

momentum F and the other corresponds to an elastic scattering with 

the final momentum k'. . 4 
Chen and Watson have shown that if the 

conditions for the validity of both the eikonal approximation and the 

classical theory of elastic scattering are satisfied, then, the main 

contribution to the integral comes from points at which the two 

trajectories are tangent. Furthermore, in this case, the integral 

reduces to a one dimensional path integral. A rough estimate for the 

validity of the classical theory of elastic scattering can be obtained 

from the requirement . 

where ok is the uncertainty in momentum and ~ is the momentum 

transfer. For the case this leads to 12 

k <<. 4z (20) 

Hence, for high Z there is a region 'tlhere the criteria for the 

validi ty of both the classical and the e.ikonal approximations are 

satisfied. It is in this region that the results of our calculation 
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are applicable. Let (Rl ,R2 ) and (Ri,R2) be, respectively, the radii 

(+) (~ ) -of curvature of the two constant eikonal surfaces Sk TO - const. 

and (-) (~ ) 
Sk' 1'0 =: const. which pass through Then, following Chen-

Watson treatment,13 we get: 

Tfi
C

•
B

• ~ JVfi(~) 5(all ; ( 22 ) rr(/all / /0:22/)--!- exp(i ¢(s)) ds 

(21) 

where the path integral is along the points bf tangency of a sequence 

of trajectory pairs, and 

all lG~ '2 Rl(k) 
Xk , ) 

Ri (k' ) 

a
22 

=: lG~ '2 R2 (k) - ~, ~ 
R2(k'} 

+i if D +2 

D 
all 0:22 5(all ; 0:22 ) -i if D -2 • -
lalll 

+ la22 1 ; =: =: 

+1 if D 0 

.' 
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INTEGRATION PATH 

To identify the integration path, we look for points where pairs 

of trajectories meet and are tangent. However, to simplify this 

calculation, we replace the classical trajectory by a "triangular" 

trajectory. This requires the energy to be high and the scattering 

angle to be small. At hi€;h energies, however, the scattering amplitude 

is sharply peaked in the forward direction. 14 The restriction on the 

scattering angle is, therefore, satisfied whenever the energy is high. 

The "triangular" trajectories corresponding to an elastic scattering 

with initial momentum r and an elastic scattering with final momentum 

k' are shown in Figs. (la) and (lb) respectively. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
1 
t 
I ________ L _______ _ _______ 1 ________ _ 

o o 

Fig. lao Fig. Ib .. 

In these figues the angles 2~ and 2~' are the cl~ssical elastic 

scattering angles for momenta k and r, respectively. 

Now, to find the integration path, we write the equations of a 

"triangular" trajectory with the initial momentum k and a "triangular" 

trajectory with the final momentum k'. Then, we find points "where they 

meet and are tangent. It turns out that the integration path consists 

of the two dashed lines shown in Figs. (2a) and (2b). 
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x 

-7 

k (3.1 --.- - - - - - - ~~------~~ I X' 

I, II 

o o 

Fig. 2a. Fig. 2b. 

In Fig. (2a) we have trajectories I and II which correspond to elastic 

scattering with the scattering angles 281 and 282 respectively. 

Similarly, in Fig. (2b) we have trajectories III and IV with the scattering 

angles 2~3 and 2~4 respectively. At each point of these trajectories 

we have a surface of constant eikonal which is normal to the trajectory 

at that point. The two principal radii of curvature of the eikonal 

surf'ace corresponding to trajectory ;'i" will be denoted by Rli and 

Thus, f'or example, and R23_ are the principal radii of' 

curvature of' the eikonal surface corresponding to trajectory III. In 

Fig. (2a) we have: 

d d' Z 
= E'9 

(22) 

and in Fig. (2b) we have: 

d ' d Z 
= E9 

where g is the scattering angle. 
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Having identified the integration path, we can write Eq. (21) 

in the form: 

.. 

1 2 rooo X (1 + 2" ~2 ) + J c dz' V' (r') expti¢(z')\ 1)(~ . cx' ) fi 0 ~ ') .1.1 ' 22 

vlhere 

CXll == lG ~ 2" Rl)k) 
~. 0 

- R1l (k' ) 
CX22 == lG ~ ~. ~ "2 R22(k) - R2l (k') 

+i for D 
CXll CX22 +2 -

!cxlll + ICX22 I 

I) ( CX
ll

; CX22 ) == -i for D ::;: -2 

+1 for D == 0 

CXll lG Xk Xk· 0 GXk Xk' ~ ::;: 2" R
13

(k) - R (k') ; CX22 
::;: 

R2j Ck) - R24 Ck' ) 14 

+i for D' 
CXll CX22 +2 -

Icxlll + ICX22 I == 

5(CXll ; CX22 ) == -i for D' := -2 

+1 for D' 0 
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. [z2 + (d' 2 l 
[z,2 + (d 

2 J, ;; 

rO = - [3 z) J2 r' = +[3 z') J2 2 0 3 

. 131 
Z 

132 
Z 

~3 
z z . . :::::: --- 134 :::::: - --2E' d' , 2Ed' 2Ed 2E'd 

¢(z) S (+)(z) 
k 

- Sk' ( -) (z) 

¢, (z' ) = Sk(+)(z' ) - Sk' ( -) ( z ' ) 



-19-

CALCULATION OF THE EIKONAL 

~ (+) (~ ) Here, we want to calculate the eikonal functions ~k rO 

and If we substitute 

_d. is (17) 
. ~ = (2n) 2 e q 0 

into the Schrodinger equation, we g~t: 

!VS ! q 
2 Z 1. 

[q + 2 -]2 
r.o 

(at high energies) . 

To get Sq we integrate along the prescribed path with z-axis being 

~ + 
taken along q. S - are obtained after imposing the following 

q 

asymptotic conditions15 

-->~ qz - y £n(qro - qz) 
z~ -00 

-->,::;.. qz + y .en(qro + qz) 
z~ 00 

Thus, in the case of Fig. (2a) we have: 

z < 0 
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The constant Cl can be obtained by matching Eqs. (26) and (27) at 

z2 = O. It turns out to be 

Here 

= z' 
1 

where 

Similarly, in the case of Fig. (2b) we have: 

where 

with 

S (+) 
k 

z' 
3 = 

= k'z + y' tn(k'r'+ k'z ) 4 0 4 

z' cos ~3 + x' sin ~3 

z4 Zl cos ~ - x' sin ~ 
.33 

= -2y 

x' = 

= 

~3 > 0 

z' > 0 (26) 

z' < 0 
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Having calculated Sk(+) and S (-) 
k' 

for Figs . (2a) and (2b), we can 

write ¢(z) and ¢, (z') explicitly: 

¢(z) = (k - k' )zl Y £n(krO - kzl ) - y' 2n(k'rO - k' zl) - 2Y' 

(27) 

¢'(z') = (k - k' )z4 - Y 2n(krb + kz4 ) - y' 2n(k'rb + k'z4) - 2y • 

Here. zl can be expressed in terms of z and ~2; and z4 can be 

written in terms of z' and 
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CALCULATIOlr OF THE RADII OF CURVATURE 

First, we consider trajectory II, of Fig. (2a), corresponding 

to ~(+) ~ This trajectory, which is symmetric about the x-axis, is 

initially along the zl-axis. The calculation of the radii of curvature 

is most easily done in the coordinate system where 

azimuthal symmetry. These two coordinate systems are related by a 

rotation about the origin through an angle ~2 

= z cos ~2 + x sin ~2 

= 

According to Chen-watson calculation, the two principal radii of 

curvature pertaining to this case are 

1 
= 

1 

[d9 (z , d) ] / dd 
c 

9 (z,d) c 

has 

(28) 

where tan 9 (z,d) is the slope of the trajectory, at a point (x,z), 
c 

with respect to the z-axis. For trajectory II it is given by 

where 



Here 
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dU dz" 
dRO RO 

~2 ::: lim ~2(z) 
z-.? co 

1 
::: 1 - (1 - V/E)2 "'" V 

2E 

::: 
2 "2 1 

(d + Z-Y2 

(at high ~nergies) 

Next, we consider trajectory I, corresponding to ~,(-), of 

Fig. (2a). This time, we rotate the coordinate system about 

the origin through an angle ~l to obtain the (xi,zi) coordinate 

system whose zi-axis is parallel to ~'. In this case, according to 

Chen-Watson calculation, we have: 

1 

1 
::: 

where 

e'(z d') c 2' 

[oe~(Z2,d' )]/od' 

[olxi I Jjod' 

e' (z d-') c o' (-

(29) 

2 2 _1-A [1 - z (z + d' ) 2J f--'l 2 2 

The radii of curvature of the surfaces of constant eikonal correspondipg 

tq the trajectories of Fig. (2b) can be calculated in a: similar '.yay. 

Explicit expressions for all of these radii of curvature are given in 

Appendix A. 
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CALCULATION OF THE INTERACTION MATRIX ELEMENT 

In order to calculate 

= 

we approximate the vJavefunctions \Ie 
In r .£' m' and ~n.£m by hydrogenic-type 

·wave functions. Thus, in spherical coordinates we have: 

where 

and 

a 
n 

= 

Z' 
2-

na
O 

Using the expansions 

L 2£+1(a r) 
n+£ n 

1 

= 

Z' Z + 1 

n-.£-l 

L s [en + J?):]2 s ( -a) -r----...,.~-..---'r-::~-,__-~~ r 
n (n - f, 1 - s): (2£ +1 + s):s: 

s=O 

2:\ + 1 
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and the integral 

1( £' 
" (- )m' [~ (2£' + 1)(21- + 1)(2£ + 1)]2\m' 

we can write 

n'-i'-l 

V fi (?) ~ Im'ml ~ B(n'£'~'; n£m; ~) p~ - (cos 0) 

t==O 

x r ~(1-+1) lr exp( -cr') r' v dr' + rl- LOOexp(-cr,) r ' v' drJ 

(30) 

where 

E 0' 
B(n'£'m'; n£m;~) == (-) ~~ 

t: (n' - £' - t - 1): ( 2£' + 1 + t): s: ( n .; £ - s - 1): ( 2£ + 1 + s): 

, 1 

An,n,·A (a)s (a )t [ 1 (.~ - I~I)~ (2£ +1)(2£' +1)1
2 

~ n£ - n - n: ( ~ + I ~ I ) ~. J 

and 
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v = £ + £' + s + t + A + 2 v' t + 1,' + s + t - A+ 1 

1 + a ,) zjrO C = -(a ; cos 8 = 2 n n 

{ :' for j.l ~O 
€ = 

j.l for j.l < 0 

Here use has been made of the fact that the 3j symbol 

(1,' A £) 
~m' j.l m 

vanishes unless 

and 

-m' + j.l + m = 0 

or 

j.l = m' - m • 

Finally, after performing the remaining integrals, we get 

-Cr v r p 1 A[ -era v ra q ]1 {r -<"+1)[ ~ L 
, 

) 
, , 

X 
0 v. V~P+l 

v· • 
o v+l -e 

p! + ro e -,-
eV' -q+1 ~. C C . t..-- q. 

p=O q=O 

(31) 
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A similar expression can be written for Vfi(rO)' To get this 

expression, we make the following substitutions in Vfi(rO): 

cos 8 ----.;>. cos 8' z' 
rr o 
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APPLICATION TO SODIUM-LIKE IONS 

As we have already seen, under certain conditions,' the scattering 

amplitude reduces to a path integral: 

TC. B. 
fr 

l
oo 

~ i z' + dz' V' ( r ') e ¢ ( ) 5 ( ex I • ex I ) 

fi 11' 22 
o ' 

A numerical evaluation of these integrals showed that with the exception 

of a phase factor all other factors in each integrand change very 

slowly. Thus, we can break each integral to a sum over integrals which 

have the' rapidly varying phase factor as their integrand. Each of 

these integrals ,is over a small interval. The interval is chosen such 

that the rest of the factors in the original integrand can be taken 

effectively constant. By increasing the number of integrals in each 

sum, we can get any desired accuracy. In this calculation, we have' 

chosen a limit of one per cent accuracy. 

In looking for highly ionized atoms with one external electron, 

'we found four candidates for which the energy levels are given in Moore-

Sitterley's table of atomic energy levels. 

o F 15+' C 16+ No17+ d C 18+. lons e , 0 , l ,an u • 

These are the sodium-like 

For these ions we have 

calcula ted the total cross section for the 3s ---;. 3p and 3p -7 3d 

transitions. The result is shown in Figs. 3 through 6. In 

these figures we have plotted total cross section against ( which 
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is the energy of the incident electron in units of the excitation energy. 

In Fig. 7, we have plotted a typical differential cross section. One 

general feature of these figures is that for any ion the total cross 

section for 3p ~ 3d transition is smaller than that of 3s ~ 3p 

transition •. Furthermore, the total cross section for 3p -_oJ 3d transition 

varies slower than that of 3s -i·3p transition. Another general 

feature is that the total cross section decreases as the ionic charge 

increases. 

Of these four ions that we have considered, only Fe15+ has 

been dealt I'li th in the literature. There are t"'JO independent calcula

tions of the total cross section for the 3s -7 3p transition of Fe15+. 

One calculation is by Belly, Tully, and Van Regemorter: 3 the other 

calculation is by Dreuger and Czyzak. 3 The latter have also calculated 

the total cross section for the 3p ~ 3d transition of 15+ Fe • These 

two calculations are done in the Coulomb-Born approximation and include 

energies up to E = 4. For these relatively low energies, our procedure 

is not expected to be valid. However, if we extrapolate our result down 

to E = 4, we find that the total cross section for the 3s ~ 3p 

excitation of Fel '5+ as calculated by these two groups, is about 

fourteen times larger than our result (at '2 = 4). However, the ratio 

in our calculation agrees wi~h the same ratio in the calculation of 

Kreuger and Czyz9k. We have also compared our result \~ith that of the 
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Born approximation. At E 4, the Born approximation cross .section 

for the 3s ~ 3p excitation of Fe15 + is about six times larger than 

our result; but, as the energy of the incident electron increases, our 

result approaches that of the Born approximation. At E = 225 (k ~ 24) 

the Born approximation cross section is about one and a half times 

larger than our result. At higher energies, the two calculations depart 

again. However, at very high energies, our result is not expected to 

be valid due to the restrictions: 

k <..< 4z 

and 

k' « 4z . 
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APPENDIX A 

THE PRINCIPAL RADII OF CURVATURE OF THE 

SURFACES OF CONSTANT EIKONAL 

If He denote by Rli and R2i the two principal radii of 

curvature of a surface of constant eikonal corresponding to trajectory 

"i", then, following Chen's and Watson's treatment,5 we get 

[~, z 1 zd' ] -el 132 +d:' {z2 + d,2)172 
+ 

{z2 + d,2}372 1 

R2l 
:= 

1 .1 2 z 
+ 2" 132 + 2132 (I' 

e1 62 [
1 

+ (z2 + ~'2l72] 1 

R22 
:= 

d' (1 - ! B 2) - 20 z 2 2 2 

61 [~, -
z2 1 Z d' j 

+2d,2)372 
e2 d:' ( 2 + d,2)172 (z2 

2 
1 ,z2 

Rll 
:= 

1 
1 2 

+ 2" 131 

:= 

for the case of Fig. (2a), and 
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. [1 z' 
.. -e3 ~3 d + d 

= 

= 

= 

= 

for the case of Fig. (2b) . Here we have defined: 

X 
e1 = ~ 

X' 
1 e2 = TXIT 

X' 
e

3 
= ~ 3 

X
4 

e4 TX4T 
vlhere 



.. 

Here, 

where 

• 

.. 
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X' = d ~ - ~ (3 2"\ 
3 ~2 3 ) 

is related to zby a rotation about the origin through an 

d', 

d - ' 

f\ = 

B2 = 

B3 = 

B4 = 

Similarly, 

Z 
E'G 

Z 
EG 

G - 2 

E' G - E2 

G - 2 

E 9 - E' 2 

is related to Zl by a rota.tion through 
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