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ANN ARBOR GAY PURGES: part two page 11

by Daniel Tsang ;

In the last issue, this writer presented documentation on police raids against homosexuals at the Unijversity of Michigan’s Ann .
Arbor campus in 1959-60. The raids continued; part 2 focuses on events in 1962, ‘

On May 18, 1962, the Ann Arbor News ran the following headline on page 19: 16 ARRESTED AS HOMOSEXUALS:

‘Plainclothes Ann Arbor police officers on special assignment on the University campus have in the past month arrested 16 per-
sons on homosexual charges. Afl the arrests were made in varfous men's restrooms jn University buildings. The cases against the
16 defendants are being processed through Manicipal and Circuit Court, Six of the suspects appeared in Circuit Court today.
All have given statements to police admitting the charges against them, Police Chief Roland [, Gainsfey said,

*The chief said most of the men arrested are University students although there are several professional men and two faculty

members, All are charged with attempting to procure an act of gross indecency between males. The latest arrests are a conti-

nuation of local prosecution of homosexuals which has included 37 arrests in 1959 in University restrooms. In 1957 officers
" arrested more than 25 persons on homosexual charges in a West Park restroom.’

Over a month fater, the campus Michigan Daily ran front-page stories on two consecutive days reporting the anti-homosexual
crackdown. The stories were made known to homosexuals nationwide in the September 1562 issue of Mattachine Review.

They are reprinted here: [they originally appeared in the Michigan Daily }june 28 and 29, 1962]

POLICE, 'U' CRACK DOWN
ON HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITIES

'"U' Administrators Discuss
Legal, Moral Responsibility

(EDITOR'S NOTE — This is the first of a two-part series oo homo-
sexuallty.)

By DENISE WACKER and FHILIP SUTIN

Two years ago the Antt Arbor police maintalned a fout-week surs
velllance of Unlversity facilitles fn an effort to curb reported homo-
sexurl sctivities,

Thelr 'work resulied in more than 30 arrests and convictions,
of which slightly more than half were men connected with the Uni-
versity. :

Afier the Angell Hali rald there was no continual survelllance in
men's lavatories, plthongh complaints of homesexnal sctivities did not
die down entirely.

Conduel ‘Special Surveillance’

Last month it was learned that the police were agein conducting
a “'special survelllance” of men’s rooms in Angell and Mason Halls,
the Michigan Unlon, Alumn{ Memerial Hall and other campus bulig-
Ings in a new attempt to suppress homosexual acts snid to have oce
curved {n the Ann Arbor community.

This *special surveillance” netted more than 30 arrests on charges
of “gross Indecency™ or “attempting to procure gross indecency.”

The men were not arrested specifically for homosexuality, but
for attempiing fo entice othérs Into homogexual acts or else were ur-
rested during the process of such acts, Washtenaw County Prosesuting
Atlorney Willlam Ager aeid.

Off-Campus Areas

“While many arrests have occurred ip Unlversity bufldings, our
men were also checking playground ercas and public gathering spots
where 1t was felt homosexuals might meet,” Capt. Wailer Krasny of
the police department sald, Krasny has charge of the surveillance
which sent twe offleers through Unlversity and other facililies.

Kresny said he didn’t consider the current “specinl surveillance”
anything unusual, “This {sn't & eampaign, I's merely & normal rou-
tine of investigating complaints, a continulng Investigation,”" he said,

Usually, slleged homosexunls are arrested after police wiiness gn
atlempt to sollelt & partner, or an actual homosexual act, he sald,

However, he ndded, the officer need not necessarlly witness such
an Incldent, and, as In other felony cases, he maey arrest an alleged
viplator on the basis nf & complaint.

The Jaw sets no particular criterion for a violation, he said. Once
an alleged offender 1s arrested, it is up to the prosecutor's office to de-
termine the extent of the violation angd the criminal proceedings used
in his case.

‘There are two general sets of charges that may be flled agalnst
& suspected homosexusal. One Is 8 felony—the “gross indecency” or
“procuring” charges—levied ngainst most offenders. There are also
lesser misdemeanor charges of obscene conduct and sccosting. These,
Ager said, are less frequently made,

Insuificlent Evidence

‘The misdemeanor charge is pressed when there Isn't enough evi-
dence Lo warpant the procuring charge, he explained,

A suspected offender is given a preliminary examination in which
the court determines whether there js sufflclent evidence to hold a
trinl. From that stage, the case 1s brought to circult court for arrafgn-
ment.

In the majority of Washtenaw County cases, the defendant pleads
guilty and an investigalion s held before a sentence ls proncunced,
Ager added.

Gecasionally, the accused pleads innocent, and a jury trisl is held,

¥sychiatrie Consultation

During the pre-sentence investigation, ihe court consults court
psychintrlsts who have dealt with the offender. Or, Lhe court permits
him to submil n repart from a psychistrist of his choosing,

The court may nlso contnect the olfender's employer. Often this
notificatlon may be the first knowledge the University has of the ar-
rest of faculty or staff member or of a student.

Offenders are fined §250 and court costs by Clreult Court Judge
Jumes Breakey, and placed on five-year's probation.

Repenters quite often are sent to prison. A man arrested two
Years ago-was apprehended in the May survelilance, while on proba-
tion, und found guilly agaln. Breskey sentenced him to two to five
yenrs in prison,

w




=

ST

ANN ARBOR GAY PURGES...

As In the case of any felony,
the polley notify the desn of men's
oflice when a student is arrested.
The University ihen insures that
the student has bail and defense
eounsel,

If he {5 convicted, the University
suspends him untll he presents
Heplth Serviee & psychlatrist's Jed-
ter sayihg that he is a good sonial
risk. Buch a letter may be suffl-
sient for the Tniversity to sllow
n student to be readmitted, though
at times other {actars may be In-

“yolved.

“The University has to take the
position that homosexuality 15 #
crlme,” Vice-President for Student
Affairs James A. Lewls declared,
summing up the University's at-
titude toward convicted homopsex-
uals,

Steingent Facully Enforcement

The Unlversily views the case of
faculty and stalf members con-
vigted of homosexusl crimes in B
different light than students sin-

. {arly convicted.

This 15 because the University
renlizes that a eertain amount of
pexunl experimentation s frequent
during adolescence, and homosex-
usl practices among college stu-
dents, while not common, lack the
serious Implications which homo-
sexualily smong responsible adults
entails, Vice-President for Acn-
demic Affairs Hoger W, Heynt ex-
plained.

wwhile the University Is inter-
ested in the climate sturdents cre-
ate for each other, they are not

COMMENT DIFFERS

empleyed to mpke o wholesome in-
tellectunl  atmosphere:  Tacolfy
members are employed for that
explicil reason, and it is up to the
University to insure that they ful-
11 this Smage,” Heyns sald,
No Happy Home

*T dan’t want the University to
become known as 2 happy home
for these people,” Executive Vice-
Prestdent Mervin L. Niehuss said.

" ‘When the University hears of »
Iacully member's prrest on these
charges, Nlehuss szid, the dean af
his school or college tnlks to him,
but no. actlon s taken until the
trinl {s compleled and gulit has
been established,

TReslgnation to the Sltration

‘There have begn no known cases
of dismissals; usually the faculty
member reslgns, Niehuss sald.

“Bach case s hendled {ndlvid-~
unlly. There {8 ro hard and fast
rufe, but the Unlversity feels it
must be rather careful.”

Prior to the pollee investigation,
the Unlversity had attempted to
eurb homosexunl incldents In Ity
buildings,

An investigation by the admin-
istration resulted in ihe closing,

.after 5 p.m.. of several men's Jav-

atorles in Angell, Mason, and Hav-
en Halls and In the restrooms of
fthe Undergraduate Library.

The University ls contlnuing to
study the problem, Lewls sald.

o solution has been found as of
yet,

ON PROBLEMS OF HOMOSEXUALITY

{EDITOR'S NOTE—ThIs Iy the yecond of & 1wo-paft serles eh hamogex-

uality and the Unlversiiy.)

Dy DENISE WACKER and PIIILIF SUTIN

Homokexuals Beaten

He added that sometirmes four or flve hlgh school boys will
attempt to “pick up” a homosexual, One of ihe hoyy enters 2 men's
Iavatory and, If eppronched, agrees to engage In homosexual activities,

However, before any such actlvity cap take place the other three
or four boys atlack the procurer,

“There have been cases where & man's money and valuabics, or
where his car will be stolen, and In alnost &ll cases he's too embar-
ressed to gome in and report the erime, Often, too, the boys bemt
these people very badly and con still get away with 14 because no
one wants to report it,

Prevent Initial Contacts

“And we really lwve to protect the llomosexurls from these
aitncks. There seems to be nmo other way than by preveniing them
from contacting the youths iIn the flrst pince,” Ager said. .

Both Ager and Kresny denled that in the arrests “entrapment”
was used, Entrapment 18 an {llegnl mneans sold to be used sometines
hy pallce, In which the officer either attempts to procurc a mhale
partner or else responds if* another man makes It clear thet he
wishes homosexunl actlvity.

For Unlversity administrators, who have often met end dealt with
nccused or convicted homosexusls on an entirely different level than
the police, the problett and the conflicts are not quite so readily
resolved. 1t s difficult for them to sever personal relatlionships and
feellngs and view faculty nnd students merely as felons or social
misfits.

Homosexuals Disqualifled

“There js a falrly cleayr policy that the University has about
these people: it's always been regarded as disqualification, although
each case Is ;mndled individually,” Executive Vice-President Marvin
I. Niehuss sald:

“Every arrest and convictlon Is a serlous metfter. And every
felony Is a very serious matter.

"Let's have no mistake thot it's a sickness ke appendleities—
1o, it isn't like that, There aren’t very many cured, and pesple have
ineciplent iendencles,

“It Just §s nol appropriate for the University to have on steff
such encouragers,” Niehuss admitted.

Handled by Deans

Niehuss added that the dean of the school or college where the
convicted homosexual works, handles the ease, The dean speaks to
the man after his conviction and decldes what he wants deue.

In pll cases to .date, those -convieted have resigned from the
University. If they had not, and the dean wished sctlon taken, then
names woirld have been sent to the tenure committee of the Unlver-
slty Senate, which would further investigate the sitvation.

“Yhat the University is concerned with is the possibility that
normal boys mlght hc pulled inic homosexusl .belnvier, Nichuss
concluded. .

There is little indieation that Lhe police are planning to stop theiy
blennial investlgations of campus homosexual activity.

In 1958, 1960, 'and again ilhis year, twe or more officers were
assighed 1o oversee aclivities In tnen's reoms throughout the central
campus area,

Each tlme a crack-down has ococurred, there has been a notuble
and understandable reactlon on the part of Unlversity olficials,
students and private ecitizens interested not only in the medieal
probiem of hemosexuallty, but In the legal and morsl questions
which are neeessarily ralsed by mass wrrests and convictions.

Varied Opinions

When homosexual hehavior—a psychologieal problem rather than
a willful oy vlolent e¢rime—is regarded as a felony punishable by &
prison term, there Inevitably will be strong and often contradictory
apinions as to how convieted homosexuals should be treated, |

For the police or others Invelved In law enforcement, there is
little admitted conflied about how tu handle homosexuals and homo-
sexual activities,

"It's 8 sex crime spelled out precisely by the law. When we get
repeated complaints of offenses being commitied in men's rooms, we
bave no choice and must mave in an attempt to eurb violatlons,”
Police Capt. Waller Krasny, who headed the 1962 Investigation, sald.

His attitude appears to be typical of polletmen dealing with the
problem.

The Need for the Law

Willlam Ager, Washtenaw County praeseculing attorney, explained
the ratlonzle of the statute making homesexuality a crime.

"It—and the investigntions as weil-—are designed fo protect both
the publie and the offenders. Especlally in a unlversity community
where there are a lot of young men, most of whom are unmerried,
the homosexuals have to be stopped.

“We hear of cazes sll the time where some boy was “fured” Into
homosexuality by an older man. Sometimes, it's just an experiment
at first, but it doesn't slweys end wilh experimentation,” Ager
explained.

Vice-President for Academic Af-
felrs Roger W, Heyns, however,
stressed the concern for the in-
dividupl convicted for “gross in-
decency.”

“It's a resl tragedy when this
sort of thing occurs and there
eannot be a standing rule sbout
the treatment- we glve & con-
victed homosexual,” Heyns sald.

"Whether or not he's asked -to
leave depends upon the case and
upon the circumstances. There 18
no autometic dismissal.

Like Any Felony

“Every felony, not just ‘gross
Indecency’ is handled this way,
But some felonies are more serious
than others and homosexuality is
considered to be very serlous In-
deed,” he added.

Heyns also Indicated that the
nature of homosexuality, not the
nature of the law making it e
felony, is the reason for dls-
missal nction. “Certainly these
people need all the belp they can
get, but we have to think about
protecting people with incipient
tendencies as best we can, and
oftenn this entalls dismissal.

“However, we don’t just throw
faculty members into the street:
rather we seek to get them po-
sitlons  elsewhere,” Heyns said.
Most of these “positlons™ are out-
slde education.

1

Less Severe Treatment

Generally students convicted of
homosexualiy are given much less
,severe tratment than facuity
members. The students are .sus-
pended until such time as they
present verification {a note from
, 8, psychlntrist) vouching that ihey
., are good social risks.’

Administrators explained. that
- this Is because & certaln amount of
. experimentation is guite normasaj,
but that homosexuality in adults
is mare serious and more advanced
.and thus requires stronger con-
trolling measures.

The opinions of individuals less
involved with the University or who

dealt with homosexuals are gen-
erally much more tolerant of themn-
than thoee expressed Ly University
administrators, or by ihe police,
Psychiairist’s Opinlon

A psychiatrist, many of whose
potlents hove been homusexuals,
and who hes worked with severel
of the men arrested and later
found guilty of “gross indecency,”
views the ptoblem In terms of
long~-range good and evll, .

“The renl focus of the guestion
1s whether or not this police
maneuver will do any good for
the community. And T rather tend
to think not.
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““Moreover, these arrests and the
public trials bave been absolutely
devastating 10 some of these men.
They've been ruined forever by the
police work and publieity,” he sald.

Vague Questlon

He also clted the medical ques~
tlon of homosexuality, a rather
vague guestlon, he sald, since the
problem differs greatly from Indi-
vidual to individual.

“There are many kinds of peo-
ple caught by the police, Some had
never practiced it before, from
what we can tell. Others, of course,
have been active homosexuals for
quite a while.

“In none of these cases will their
activity be modifled or curtalled
by lega)l punishment.”

He also sald It was likely that
many of the adolescents arrested
last May are not confirmed hemo-
sexuals — that they probably
wouldn't become conlirmed homo-
sexuals, and that, in all likell-
hood, they were engaging In “ex-
perimentation” quite normal at
some stages of adolescence, and
it was only through freak chance
that they were caught,

No Medlcal Basis

“The law says that homosexunls

at Jarge can convert others—there
is no psychological background for
this; there Is only legal back-
ground. Granted thet some men
-are sucked in as a result of these
activities, it's not just from one

experlence in a Unlon *john’; rath-
er, it's from tihelr childhood ex-
peviences.'

He also sald that everyone has
engaged in some sort of homo-
sexuel activities, and that, to some
extent, homosexual relationships
are necessary to insure that normat
heterosexual relationships be sue-
cessiul, .

"Boys and girls in sorority and
fraternlty houses discuss their sex-
ual experiences Bnd excite each
other—there's nothing ebnormal
about this, It Is = part of the edu-
cationel process,”

Arrest Least Guilty

He gsserted that the pollee often
prrest those who deserve it least,
glnce long-time practicing homo-
sexuals are rarely apprehended.

“However, I think that most
homosexunls could spot a police
ofticer—unless the officer acted
a8 o homosexual would, With thls
in mind, T feel that entrapment
was very definlitely used,” he sald,

He also felt thabt the residence
hell system may fquite definitely
promote homosexual activity,

*In any cuiture which bars nor-
ma} heterosexual reintionships, ex-
cept through marriage, as ours
does, there’s bound to be homo~
sexunlity. It's nimost & physiologf-
eal necessity. And where contacts
are restrieted, the Incldence of
homosexuality quite definitely goes
up'n

Wonen Uninvestipated

Alihough the police have never
held surveillance on women’s lay-
atories, because, Krasny sald, of
a lack of complaints, the psychia-
trist asserted that it's licely: that
there s more homosexuality
among women than men,

*““The whole problem is that most
people rre 50 afraid of homosex-
usality, without knowing just what
it 15, that they'd rather have puni-
tive measures than anything else,”
he said,

Anather man deeply concerned’

about the homosexual problem,
John W. Conlin, Jr., & defense at-
torney for some of the alleged
homosexual olfenders, alsp szid
that entrapment which occurs
when & police officer attempts to
initiate criminal action may oc-
cur,
Ferhaps No Crime

“1t entrapment exists, no erime
was commitied,” he sald.

Deiending arrested homosexuals
two years ago, Conlin and other
members of his firm charged that
police had used entrapment. How=-
ever, Judge James Breakey threw
that charge. as well as charges
that the offenders made no overt
attempt and that the statute was
unconstitutional, out of court.

The trials for all of the 30 ar-
rested last May have not yet been
concluded, Qver half the accused
have already appeared in ecourt—
almost all pleaded gulity. In all
probabllity they will be given a
twe to five year probationary term
as well as charpged court expenses
and a fine in excess of $250.

Everyone spoken te for this ar-
ticle agreed that it was a plty that
so many lives had to be ruined te
protect scciety as 3 whole, And
everyone felt that a better way to
handle the situation can be found.
But there were no confident solu-
tlons offered and it will likely be
only a matter of time before the
next thirty men are arvested and
charged with "gross indecency."
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Police Chief Gainsley was later to become UM chief security officer {until 1975). Capt. Krasney, who sent his officers to spy
on unsuspecting homosexuals in UM restrooms in 1962, is the current Police Chief in Ann Arbor. And Roger Heyns went on

to become chancellor of the University of California system.

In June last year [ tatked by phone with one of the writers of the Michigan Daify series. Philip Sutin had gone on to become
a reporter for the $t. Lowis Post-Dispaich after having gone through UM journalism school.

Sutin recalled the newspaper was aierted to the raids by a victim, who turned out to be a Teaching Fellow. Sutin commented:
‘This was an unliberated age, pre-Vietnam,’ with homosexuality then considered a disease or problem.

iHe said the targets were the student Grill and the restroom in the Michigan Union, and explained: ‘The basic motivation was
to clean up the town. These fFomos were aftacking people who didn’t want to have sex with them.” Sutin felt the pressure
of finals had increased homaosexual behavior, ‘if indeed it (homosexuality) isa mental problem.’

Then a sophomore majoring in journalism, Sutin admitted ke had not checked further into the victims' protests of poliee
entrapment, Today, he would have done things differently, more ‘professionally.’

Sutin believed the raids continued in two-year cycles, with the next one occurring in 1964, Indeed campus harassrment of
Gay people was to continue, even up till today. For details, see Lhe next issue.

i would like te hear from individuals knowledgeable about, or involved in, the anti-ho mosexual purges at UM and surrounding areas. Yourcan
write me at MGA ], 3405 Michigan Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 48109, or call me at {313) 994-0473. Confidentiality promised.
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