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Homayoon	Kazemi
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و�
Soundtrack	of	a	Poem

(Candle	and	Butterfly	by	Attar)
for	string	orchestra
														2018

In	the	name	of	God
ادخ	مان	ھب
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This	composition	is	written	by	having	each	individual	voice	working	independently.Like	parts	of	a	mechanical	clock	which	might	
be	very	small	and	fragile	while	the	others	can	be	more	signifcant	and	robust	,	the	existence		of	each		part	is	crucial	for	the	clock	to	
work	seamlessly		and	in		perfection		and		the	same		goes			with	this	composition	.Every	individual	dynamic	,	accent	,		articulation	,	
motifs	,	etc	must	be	carefully	observed	and	performed	.

-The	glissandos	should	be	panned	equally	on	the	duration	of	the	note	and	be	absolutely	seamless	while	switching	the	strings	.	

-While	fading	to	silence	the	sound	should	only	disappear	at	the	final	moment	.

Soundtrack	of		a	Poem		is	a	piece	written	in	5	connected	movements	for	22	individual	string	instruments	and	is	inspired
	by	a	poem	(Candle	and	Butterfly)	from	Attar	(Persian	mystical	poet	c.1221),	electronic	synthesizers,Setar(Persian	stringed
	instrument	)	and	the	way	it	is	played	.		

The	poem	is	about	a	group		of		butterflies		gathering		and	discussing		about	a	candle	in	the	room	which	the	flame		of		it		has	
mesmerized	them	all	.	A	few	of	the	butterflies	try	to	get		close	to	the	flame	hoping	to		understand			more		about		it		however	
afraid	of	getting	burned	and	dying	they	would	turn	back		.One	of	them	decides		to		go	further		than		anyone		else		so	he/she
goes		in		the		flame		until	he/she		is	fully	engulfed	in		the	flame		and		nothing		remains			.		The	oldest		of		the	butterflies	then	
replies	:"only	he/she	knows	the	meaning	of	becoming	one	with	the	fire	and	the	light".

12	Violins	(2	offstage*)

4	Violas

4	Cellos

2	Contrabass
*the	2	offstage	violins	should	be	placed	one	on	the	left	and	one	on	the	right	side	behind	of	the	audience	.	A	balcony	is	preferable	and	if	not	
the	musicians	can	play	on	a	stand	to	have	a	clear	visual	with	the	conductor	and	also	to	aid	the	sound	travelling	over	the	audience	.	

Duration	: 	c.a.	11'40''-12'	
Written	by	the	commission	of	the	HKU	Conservatory	.
Premiered	at	the	HKU	Conservatory	-	Conductor	: 	Mikhail	Zemtsov
www.homayoonkazemi.com						Tel:0614043176
v7.0.0	(score	is	slightly	modified	after	the	premiere	v6.4)

Instrumentation:

Performing	note	:

Notation	:

Approximate	pitch

Gradual	slide	from	one	or	two	notes	to	the	other(s)	.	

Highest	note	or	harmonic	and	lowest	note	
on	the	instrument	respectivley	.	

Gradually	introducing	the	upper	note	.

Fade	from	silence

Fade	to	silence
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Movements		:
	
I-Dialect
II-Transfiguration
III-The	Light
IV-The	Calling
V-Englulfed	in	Flame



Full	Score

One	night	the	butterflies	gathered....
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یمظاک	نویامھ

I-Dialect

Soundtrack	of	a	Poem
(Candle	and	Butterfly)

Homayoon	Kazemi
v7.0.0

Dedicated	to	the	victims	of	the	earthquake	in	Kermanshah-Iran,	Nov	2017.
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æææ
æ
˙

æææ
æ
˙ ™

æææ
æ
˙ ™ Ó™

ææææœ
ææææœ

ææææ̇™
ææææœ Ó Ó™

ææææœ
ææææœ

ææææ̇™

ææææ̇
ææææ̇ Œ

6



°

¢

Vln.(offstage)	1

Vln.(offstage)	2

Vln.	I/1

Vln.	I/2

Vln.	I/3

Vln.	I/4

Vln.	I/5

Vln.	II/1

Vln.	II/2

Vln.	II/3

Vln.	II/4

Vln.	II/5

Vla.	1

Vla.	2

Vla.	3

Vla.	4

Vc.	1

f pp

(h+h.) (q.+q)Heavy	and	lamenting
q=54

(e= e) (e= e)
H

I29

f pp

o
f

molto	espr.
ff f

f
molto	espr.

ff
f

fmolto	espr. ff
f

f molto	espr. ff
f

f ff
f

o
molto	espr.

f

molto	espr.
f

f
molto	espr.

molto	espr.ff

ff molto	espr.

f molto	espr. ff f

f molto	espr. ff f

f molto	espr. ff f

f molto	espr. ff f

mf molto	espr. f mf ff p

54 44 58 44
&

-
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
arco -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

sub.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
arco

-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

sub.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
arco-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^

-

^

-
-̂

sub.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
arco-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^

-

^

-

^

-
sub.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
arco^

-

^

-

^

-
sub.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
^

-
-̂ -̂

^

-
-̂ -̂

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ^

-

^

-

^

-

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ^

-

^

-

^

-

B ∑

norm.

-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

B ∑
norm.
-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

B ∑
norm.^

-
-̂ -̂

^

-
-̂

^

-
-̂ -̂ -̂

^

-
-̂ -̂ -̂

B ∑
norm.
^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

? ∑
-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

-
∑ &

œ œ
≈

œ# ˙
Œ

œ œ
≈

œ# ˙
Œ

œ
Œ Ó™ Ó Œ ‰ ® œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# ™ œ

J
œ ™ œœœ œ

Ó Œ ‰ ® œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ ™ œ
J
œ ™ œœœ œ

œ œ œ œ ™ ‰ œ# ™ œ
j œ ™ œœ

œ œ

œ œ œ œ ™ ‰ œ™ œ
j
œ™ œ

œœ œ

œ™ œ
j œ™ œ

œœ œ

œ Œ Ó™ Ó Œ ‰ ® œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ
J
œ œ

Ó Œ ‰ ® œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ
j œ œ

œ œ# œ œ œ™ œ
j œ œ

œ™ œ
j
˙

œ# ™ œ
j
˙

œ ™ œ
J œ# œ œ# ™ œ

J
œ œ œ ™

Œ
œ ™ œ

J œ# œ œ# œ ˙ œ œ ˙ w

œ ™ œ
J
˙ œ œ œ œ œ ™ Œ œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ ˙ w

œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ
j œ œ œ ™ Œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j ˙ œ œ ˙ ˙ Ó

œ œ# œ œ œ™ œ
j œ œ œ™ Œ œ œ# œ œ œ™ œ

j ˙ œ œ ˙ ˙ Ó

œ œ ˙ œ ™ œ
J
œ œ œ ™

Œ
œ œ# œ œ œ™ œ

j ˙ w

7



°

¢

Vln.	I/1

Vln.	I/2

Vln.	I/3

Vln.	I/4

Vln.	I/5

Vln.	II/1

Vln.	II/2

Vln.	II/3

Vln.	II/4

Vln.	II/5

Vla.	1

Vla.	2

Vla.	3

Vla.	4

Vc.	1

Vc.	2

Vc.	3

Vc.	4

ff ff f ff f ppp

J K
37

ff ff f ff f p mf pp

ff ff f p

ff ff f p

ff ff f

ff mf f f

gliss.
p

ff mf f mf f
o

mf f

gliss.

p

mf f mf f
o

mf f
mf f pp

f mf f p

f mf f p

f mf f p

f mf f p

f ff p

molto	espr.
f ff mf f

p

f
molto	espr.

mf f p

f
molto	espr.

ff mf f ppp

&

-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

sub.

-̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - ^ ^ ^ ^ -̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - -̂
gradually		non	vib.

non	vib.
gradually	sul	tasto G.P.

∑

&

-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

sub.

-̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - ^ ^ ^ ^ -̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - -̂ gradually		non	vib. ^ ^
∑

&

-̂ -> -̂ -̂

sub.

-̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - -̂ -̂ ^ -̂ -̂ - -̂
∑ ∑ ∑

&
-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^ -̂

sub.

-̂ -̂ ^

-
^ ^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑ ∑

&
-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^ -̂

sub.

-̂ -̂ ^

-
^ -̂ ^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

gradually		non	vib.

-
^ ∑ ∑

&
-̂ -̂ ^

-

^

-
^

- sub.

^ ^ ^

sub.

^ ^ ^ ^ ^

-

^

-
^

-

gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑

&
-̂ -̂ ^

-

^

-

^

- sub.

^ ^ ^ ^

sub.

^

-

^

-

^

-

gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑

&
^

-
-̂ -̂ -̂ ^ ^ ^ ^

sub.

-̂ -̂ -̂
gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑

&
^

-
-̂ -̂

sub.

^

-
-̂ -̂ -̂ - ^

∑ ∑

&
^

-

^

-

^

-
sub.

^

-

^

-

^

-
-̂

gradually	
	non	vib.- ^

∑ ∑

B ∑ -̂
^

-
- -̂

-
sub.

-̂
^

-
- -̂

-

gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑
^

-
^

- -

^

- -
sub.

^

-
^

- -

^

-

gradually		non	vib.

-
∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑
^

-
^

- -

^

- -
sub.

^

-
^

- -

^

-

gradually		non	vib.

-
∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑
-̂ -̂ - -̂ -

sub.

-̂ -̂ - -̂
gradually	
	non	vib.-

∑ ∑ ∑

&
-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂

^

-
-̂ ^ ^ ^

-̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ -̂ ^
gradually		non	vib.

gliss. ∑ ∑ ?

&
^

-
-̂ -̂ -̂

^

-
-̂

^

-
-̂

^
^

sub.

-̂
^

-
-̂

^

-
-̂

^

-
^

gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑ ∑ ?

&
^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

sub.

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^
gradually		non	vib.

∑ ∑ ∑ ?

&
^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-
sub.

^ ^ ^ ^ ^

-

^

-

^

-

^

-
^

-

^

-

^ gradually	
	non	vib.

non	vib.

∑ ∑ ?

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# ™ œ
J ˙ œ ™ œ

J œ œ# œ ™ œ œ# ™ œ
J ˙ œ ™ œ

J ˙ w w w

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ ™ œ
J
˙ œ ™ œ

J œ œ œ ™ œ œ ™ œ
J

˙ œ ™ œ
J ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ

J œ ™ ˙ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# ™ œ
J ˙ œ ™ œ

J ˙ œ# ™ œ
J ˙ œ ™ œ

J ˙ ˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ ™ ‰ œ ™ œ
J
˙ œ œ ˙

œ™ œ
j ˙# œ œ# ˙ ˙ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ ™ ‰ œ ™ œ
J
˙ œ œ ˙ œ™ œ

J
˙ œ œ# ˙ œ™ œ

j
˙ œ Œ Ó

˙ œ
J
œ ™ œ# ™ œ

j
˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ™ œ œ# ™ œ

j
˙ w ˙ ™ œ ˙ ™ Œ

˙ œ
J
œ ™ œ™ œ

j
˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ™ œ

j
˙ w w w

˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ w ˙ ˙ ˙ Ó

œ
Œ Ó œ œ œ œ w œ œ œ œ w œ ™ œ

J ˙ w

œ
Œ Ó œ œ# ˙ w œ œ# ˙ w œ ™ œ

J ˙ ˙ Ó

œ ™ œ
j ˙ œ ™ œ

j ˙ œ ™ œ
j ˙ œ ™ œ

j ˙ ˙ œ ‰ Œ

œ™ œ
j ˙ œ™ œ

j ˙ œ™ œ
j ˙ œ™ œ

j ˙ œ™ ‰ Ó

œ# ™ œ
j ˙ œ# ™ œ

j ˙ œ# ™ œ
j ˙ œ# ™ œ

j ˙ œ™ ‰ Ó

œ œ# ˙ œ œ# ˙ œ œ# ˙ œ œ# ˙ ˙ œ
‰ Œ

œ œ ˙ œ ™ œ
J
œ ™ œ

j œ ™ œ
J

œ ™ œ
j œ ™ œ

J
œ ™ œ

J
œ ™ œ

J
˙ w ˙ Ó

œ œ ˙ œ ™ œ
j œ ™ œ

j œ ™ œ
j ˙ œ ™ œ

j œ ™ œ
j œ ™ œ

j ˙ ˙ œ ™ ‰

œ œ# œ™ œ
j

œ# ™ œ
j œ™ œ

j
œ™ œ

j ˙# œ# ™ œ
j œ™ œ

j
œ™ œ

j ˙# œ™ ‰ Ó

œ œ# œ™ œ
j

œ# ™ œ
j œ™ œ

j
œ™ œ

j
œ œ œ™ œ œ# ™ œ

j œ™ œ
j

œ™ œ
j
˙ w w
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°

¢

Vln.	I/1

Vln.	I/2

Vln.	I/3

Vln.	I/4

Vln.	I/5

Vln.	II/1

Vln.	II/2

Vln.	II/3

Vln.	II/4

Vln.	II/5

Vla.	1

Vla.	2

Vla.	3

Vla.	4

Vc.	1

Vc.	2

Vc.	3

Vc.	4

Cb.1

Cb.2

o p o

Slow	and	heavy	-	mysterious	and	powerful	q=60	
(h.+h.)

L
46

po ppp pp o

po o

o p o

po pp o

po pp o

o pp ppp p o

o pp o

o p o

o pp o

fff o

fff
o pppp

fff pp

fff pp

fff o

fff o

64 44
&

dolce

∑

II-Transfiguration

&

dolce
3

∑

&

dolce

∑

&

dolce

∑

&

dolce

∑

&

dolce
3

∑

&
sul	pont.

dolce

&

non	vib.	e	molto	sul	tasto
	

dolce

3

∑

&

sul	pont.

dolce

&

non	vib.	e	molto	sul	tasto
	

dolce

∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
continuous	sound^^

gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑ ∑

?
continuous	sound^^

gradually	toward	
sul	pont.

∑ ∑ ∑

?
continuous	sound^^ gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑ ∑ ∑

?
continuous	sound^^

gradually	toward
sul	pont.

∑ ∑ ∑

?
continuous	sound^^ gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑

?
continuous	sound^^ gradually		toward	sul	pont.

∑ ∑

Ó
Ȯ## Ȯ# Oœ# Oœ Ȯ## Oœ

J
Oœ Oœ

J
Ȯ ™™ Œ Ó

Ó
Ȯ Oœ Oœ Ȯ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Ȯ ™™ Ȯ

Œ

Ó Ȯ# œO œO# œO
j

œO ™™ œO
j

œO# œO
j

Ȯ Ȯ ™™ Ó™

Ó Ȯ# w~ œO œO# œO
j

œO ™™ Ȯ Œ Ó™

Ó Ȯ Ȯ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Oœ Ȯ ™™ Oœ Ó

Ó Ȯ Ȯ Ȯ Oœ Oœ Oœ Ȯ Ȯ ™™ Ȯ Œ

Ó
æææ
æ
˙

æææ
æ
w

æææ
æ
˙

æææ
æ
˙

æææ
æ
˙ ™

æææ
æ
˙ ™

æææ
æ
œ Œ Ó

Ó
˙ œ œ œ œ œ

J
œ œ

J
œ ˙ w ™

Ó
ææææ̇

ææææw
ææææw

ææææ̇
ææææœ

ææææ̇™
ææææw

Ó
˙ w œ

J
œ œ

J
œ œ œ ˙ ™ œ

Ó

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ w ˙
Ó

œ œ œ ™ œ ˙ w

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ ˙ œ
Œ

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ ˙
Ó

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ w w œ Ó Ó™

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ w œ
Œ Ó
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°

¢

Vln.	I/1

Vln.	I/2

Vln.	I/3

Vln.	I/4

Vln.	I/5

Vln.	II/1

Vln.	II/2

Vln.	II/3

Vln.	II/4

Vln.	II/5

Vla.	1

Vla.	2

Vla.	3

Vla.	4

Vc.	1

Vc.	2

Vc.	3

Vc.	4

Cb.1

Cb.2

p

gliss.

ppp

(e= e)

Like	an	ember	glowing
but	dying	away

M
N

51

p pp

gliss.

p

gliss.

o

mf o

mf o

mf o po

mf o po

mf o po

mf o po

f o po

f
o

po

ff o

ff
gliss.

o

f

gliss.

o

p

gliss.

f mf o

p f mf o

gliss.

fff
o

fff o

fff o

fff o

128 158
& ∑

Sul	A
sim.

∑

II-Transfiguration

& ∑

Sul	A
sim. o

o
o

∑

& ∑
sim.

∑

&

Sul	A
non	vib. gradually	toward	sul	tasto

∑

& ∑
Sul	A
non	vib. gradually	toward

sul	tasto ∑

&

Sul	D
molto	vib.

gradually	toward	sul	tasto

5
ã norm.	e	poco	vib.

2

&

Sul	D
molto	vib.

gradually	toward	sul	tasto

5
ã norm.	e	poco	vib.

2

&

Sul	G
molto	vib.

gradually	toward	sul	tasto

3
ã norm.	e	poco	vib. 2

&

Sul	G
molto	vib.

gradually	toward	sul	tasto
ã norm.	e	poco	vib.

2

&
molto	vib. gradually	toward	sul	tasto norm.	e	poco	vib. 2

B
norm.	e	molto	vib.3

gradually	toward	sul	tasto
3 3

norm.

2

B
norm.	e	molto	vib. gradually	toward	sul	tasto

∑

B
norm.	e	molto	vib. sim.

∑

B
norm.	e	molto	vib. sim.

∑

?
molto	sul	pont.

Sul	C

o o sim. o
o

o o o o o o
o o

?
molto	sul	pont.

Sul	C

o osim. o o o o o o o
o o

∑

?
norm.

^^ gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑

?
norm.

^^ gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑ ∑

?
norm.

^^ gradually	toward	sul	pont.

∑

?
norm.

^^ gradually	toward		sul	pont.

Ó Oœ
Oœ##

Ȯ
™
™

1

Œ ‰ œ œ
œ

1

Œ

Œ œ œ œ

œ

Ó

Œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ Œ

Œ œ œ œ œ w

œ# œ ˙ œ œ Œ Ȯ Oœ ™™ Oœ Oœ œO## ™™ Oœ ™™

œ# ˙ ˙ œ Œ Ȯ Oœ ™™ Oœ Oœ œO## ™™ Oœ ™™

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
j

œ œ œ œ ‰ w~ œO ™™ œO œO œO ™™ œO ™™

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ‰ w œ ™ œ œ œ ™ œ ™

Ó
œ œ œ œ™ œ œ œ œ œ

‰ w œ™ œ œ œ ™ œ ™

Œ Œ œ œ
j

œ œ œ
j œ œ œ

J œ œ Œ ˙ œ ™ œ œ# œ ™ œ ™

Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ™ œ

j
œ ˙ œ

Œ

Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

1

Œ Ó

Œ
œ œ œ œ

1

Ó

Ó Œ œ

1

-

1

-™
Œ ™ Ó™

Ó ˙

1

-

1

-

œ œ œ ™ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ Ó

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ
‰

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ w ˙
Ó

œ œ œ™ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ w w ™
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°

¢

Vln.	II/1

Vln.	II/2

Vln.	II/3

Vln.	II/4

Vln.	II/5

Vla.	1

Vla.	2

Vla.	3

Vla.	4

Vc.	1

Vc.	2

Vc.	3

Vc.	4

Cb.1

Cb.2

o mf

O

P
55

o mf

o mf

o
mf

o
mf

o mf

f

f

f

ff

ff

fff

fff

fff

fff

158 44
&

U G.P.
∑ ∑

2

(e= e)
II-Transfiguration

&
U

∑ ∑

2

&
U

∑ ∑
2

&
U

∑ ∑
2

&
U

∑ ∑

>

2

B
U

∑
>2

3 3

B ∑ ∑
U

∑
>

B ∑ ∑
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