
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
are we just atoms

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2tg008wh

Author
Wei, Gu

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2tg008wh
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gu Wei 
 

 

 

are we just atoms 
for modified Pierrot Ensemble 



 
2 

Copyright © 2020 by Gu Wei. All rights reserved. 

Instrumentation 

Flute 

Clarinet in Bb 

Percussion 
 3 crotales tuned to G4, A4, and D5 (written pitches), with a bowl of water to bend crotale pitches 

Piano 

Viola 

Violoncello 

Program Note 

I hear this piece as a question – one that gets asked over and over again with getting a satisfactory answer. The 
descending spiral that frequently occurs also points us toward a rather clear and inevitable endpoint, though we 
might not be able to witness the ultimate outcome. With this very existential nature of the title, I often find myself 
pondering over the meaning of our ‘selves’ and what constitutes ‘us’. We could be little units of cells, or even atoms 
that constitute a larger whole – a collective longevity only possible with the continuous existence and progression 
of smaller particles. 

are we just atoms is dedicated to Matthew Jaroszewicz, who conducted the premiere on March 8, 2020, at Centre 
Street Performance Studio in Baltimore, MD. 

Performance Directions 

Flute:  

- All air tones should contain recognizable pitches and clear articulation. 

Crotales:  

- Always use hard mallets for a sharp, crisp sound.  
- Sempre l.v.  
- Bend notes down by partially dipping the disks into water. Bend notes up by starting the note while the 

disk is submerged in water, then gradually taking it out. A bowl of water should be prepared for this 
technique, and the crotales disks can be either completely detached or suspended individually and hung 
on a stand. 

Piano: 

- Muted notes should be done by depressing the strings near the edge with the non-playing hand, resulting 
in a muted tone with recognizable pitches. 

Performance duration is approximately 8 minutes. 

Composer Contact 

Email: guwei1991@hotmail.com 

Website: www.guweimusic.com 

mailto:guwei1991@hotmail.com
http://www.guweimusic.com/
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