
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
Tethys

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2tr6j75z

Author
Boyce, Douglas

Publication Date
2020

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License, 
availalbe at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2tr6j75z
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Tethys

t e T i s . t e T i s . t e T i s . t e T i s .

a concertino for violin and ensemble

.

t

e

T

i

s

.

t

e

T

i

s

.

Douglas Boyce



2

You are free to:

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way

that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.

No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral

rights may limit how you use the material.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this

license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter

to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.

This work uses the Creative Commons licensing system, which allows for copying and redistribution outside of the copyright system.  The following explains the limits

of the license. Exceptions for the commercial use of the work (including recordings of the work) can be obtained by contacting the composer.

Boyce Office

2 E Maple St, 20B

Alexandria, VA 22301

www.douglasboyce.net

Creative Commons License



3

Fernand Braudel

"Memory and The Mediterranean"

Margerite Yourcenar, 

"That mighty sculptor, time"

Notes on the Work

The many violent foldings of the Tertiary era took place at the expense of this very ancient Mediterranean, much larger than the present one. All the mountains, from the Baetic

Cordillera to the Rif, the Atlas, the Alps and the Apennines, the Balkans, the Taurus and the Caucasus, were heaved up out of the ancient sea. They reduced its area, raising from

the great sea bed not only sedimentary rocks-sands, clays, sandstones, thick layers of limestone-but also deeply buried primitive rocks. The mountains surrounding, strangling,

barricading and compartmentalizing the long Mediterranean coastline are the flesh and bones of the ancestral Tethys. Everywhere the sea water has left traces of its slow labour.

The sedimentary limestones outside Cairo, "so fine-grained and of such milky whiteness that they allow the sculptor's chisel to give the sensation of volume by working to a depth

of only a few millimetres"; the great slabs of coraline limestone from which the megalithic temples in Malta were built; the stone of Segovia which is easier to work when wet; the

limestone of the Latomies (the huge quarries of Syracuse); the Istrian stones of Venice and many other rock formations in Greece, Italy and Sicily-all these came from the sea bed.

"Statues so thoroughly shattered that out of the debris a new work of art is born: a naked foot unforgettably resting on a stone; a candid hand; a bent knee which contains all the

speed of the footrace; a torso which has no face to prevent us from loving it ...a profile in which beauty survives with a complete absence of human or divine anecdote"

Tethys is a peculiar figure in the mythic structure of her position in the mythic structures Antiquity; sister and consort of Oceanus, she reorders stars and constellations,

and gives birth to rivers and lakes as well as the sea nymphs.  Yet she never inspired the development of any cult or practice of worship.  A forgotten member of the

elder divinities, she remains as an often invisible yet extraordinarily powerful presence– like the forces of deep time, she is slippery, omnipresent and often invisible

within the human timeframe. In our modern, she presides over new matters and regions but remains linked to deep time and the transcendent; she is the metonymic

(and matronymic) of one of Saturn's moons and her name is the name given to the sea that existed between the continents of Gondwana and Laurasia during much of

the Mesozoic era.

The Tethys Sea, over its aeons years of existence was site of both the constructive and ruinous forces of nature and time. it was the site of the evolution of the whale,

and the origin of the modern Mediterranean. Its fragments can be found in the floors of the Mediterranean, Black, Caspian, and Aral seas.  Geologic time is always

undermining the order of the present, but it is also the means by which new orders are composed.

This resonates with my interest in the special role that a soloist can have on the unfolding of a piece, but also the relationships between performers, and the sense of the

performance space experienced by the audience.   In Tethys the soloist couples and decouples from three distinct groupings of instruments, pushing and pulling

harmonies and motives, but also forming connections which pull the music across the space of the performance.

The work was written for violinist Miranda Cuckson, and counter)induction.
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Spatial Organization and Notation

The work's instrumentation is organized into three groupings, as well as the soloist.  Group 1 (Flute, Clarinet/Bass Clarinet, Bassoon), Group 2 (Horn, Piano), Group 3

(Viola, Cello, Bass).  The three groups should be separated as far as is reasonable to maintain high performance level.  The soloist and conductor should be towards the

center of the performance space, or its stage.

In open pulse sections, care should be taken by conductors and performers to maintain energy and speed.  Several points in the score indicate for elements to enter early.

This should be understood as 'very early', while the standard should be 'early.'  Precision is not the primary goal. Energy and dynamism is.

Score in C.
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