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Politics and Scholarship at IGS
The 2011–12 academic year saw IGS continue its long tradition of connecting the 

practical political world with Cal’s trademark scholarship and research. Above, clockwise 
from top left: Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks to an IGS class; winners of Synar and Percy 
student research grants; Congresswoman Doris Matsui, with Controller John Chiang and Cali-
fornia Supreme Court Justice Goodwin Liu, cuts a ribbon on the renovated Matsui Center; 
U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin along with legendary pollsters Peter Hart and Merv Field at the IGS Salon 
Gala; former state Sen. Dick Ackerman, an IGS Legislator-in-Residence, tours the Capitol 
with Cal-in-Sacramento Fellows; IGS Director Jack Citrin and his former student, Sacra-
mento Mayor Kevin Johnson, at the Gala; and Matsui Washington Fellow Megan Blanchard 

enjoys an event in the IGS Library. 
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An Extraordinary 
Year at IGS

Jack Citrin

Looking back at the past academic year, I’m 
struck by the many ways in which IGS accom-
plished one of its main goals—connecting the 
leaders of today with the leaders of tomorrow. 
Take a look at the pictures on the cover of this is-
sue of the PAR. There are members of Congress, 
statewide elected ofýcials, the mayor of a major 
California city, a justice of the California Su-
preme Court—and there are the young faces of 
our students, future leaders who enjoyed a ýrst-
hand look at many of the most important issues 
facing our state and nation, whether by studying 
in a classroom, conducting research, or work-
ing in the nitty-gritty world of real politics. This 
is precisely what IGS should be doing, and I’m 
proud that we did it so well this year.

As you can see by reading the pages that 
follow, our line-up of visitors this year was truly 
extraordinary. At the annual Salon Gala, U.S. 
Sen. Dick Durbin spoke, while renowned Califor-
nia pollster Merv Field and Sacramento Mayor 
(and Cal alum) Kevin Johnson received major IGS 
awards. When we dedicated our expanded Mat-
sui Center, Congresswoman Doris Matsui was the 
featured guest, along with state Controller John 

Chiang and California Supreme Court Justice 
Goodwin Liu. Our Cal-in-Sacramento Fellows met 
privately with Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, state Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, 
and California Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye. 
Other distinguished visitors included Justin Yifu 

Lin, chief economist of the World Bank; noted po-
litical scientists Norman Ornstein and Thomas Mann; 
and Washington Post political writer Anne Korn-

blut. And we brought together two of the nation’s 
leading constitutional scholars—Harvard’s Lau-

rence Tribe and the Cato Institute’s Roger Pilon— to 

debate healthcare. Anyone spending much time 
at IGS this year heard a lot of very smart people 
talking about very important issues.

As always, our work beneýted students. The 
Matsui Center sent student interns to Washing-
ton, Sacramento, and southern California. We bid 
farewell to ýve graduate students who received 
their doctorates and moved on to notable academ-
ic positions at MIT, Cal, UC Merced, USC, and 
Syracuse. Our Synar and Percy grants provided 
students with the ýnancial resources to study a di-
verse array of topics, from the human aftermath of 
the Iraq War to the interaction of American busi-
ness and labor in the middle of the 20th century.

 It was also an extraordinary year for the re-
search program that lies at the heart of the IGS 
mission. This winter the California Supreme 
Court cited a paper published by IGS in a criti-
cal decision on the state’s new system of redis-
tricting. That paper appeared in the California 
Journal of Politics and Policy, which we publish, 
and which produced special issues this year on 
California electoral reform and the Obama health 
care reforms. We published two books that touch 
on issues of core importance to IGS—a history of 
the 2010 gubernatorial election and a case study 
on voter mobilization in California. Our semi-
nars and colloquia focused on current research in 
American politics; political history; foreign and 
defense policy; political psychology; and race, 
ethnicity, and immigration.

All of this is possible only because of gener-
ous help from our many donors and supporters. 
At the Salon Gala we recognized Darius and Sarah 

Anderson by naming our Distinguished Service 
Award in their honor. Darius is the chairman of 
our IGS National Advisory Council and teaches 
a course on political leadership. The Andersons’ 
ongoing support of the Institute has been criti-
cal for our growth through the years. Later in the 
spring, we received a renewed multiyear ýnancial 
commitment from Bill and Patrice Brandt, also long-
time supporters of IGS. Bill is on the National 
Advisory Council, and Bill and Patrice founded 
our student research grants. Let me express my 
deepest thanks to the Andersons and the Brandts. 
With their support—and that of the broader IGS 
community—I know that the Institute will con-
tinue to be an exciting and dynamic place to study 
the ways in which we govern ourselves. 
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Supreme Court Cites IGS Research 
in Redistricting Decision

The practical impact of IGS research was evident this winter 
when the California Supreme Court, in a key decision regarding 
the state’s new system of redistricting, cited a study published by 
the Institute. The justices cited the IGS study twice in declaring 
that this fall’s state Senate elections will be conducted under maps 
drawn by the Citizens Redistricting Com-
mission, which was created by voters to 
take over the role of redistricting from the 
legislature and governor. A referendum 
challenging the newly drawn districts has 
qualiýed for the November ballot, and 
proponents of the referendum had argued 
that this year’s Senate elections should 
not use the new boundaries while they are 
being challenged.

The study, “Redistricting California: 
An Evaluation of the Citizens Commis-
sion Final Plans,” appeared in the California Journal of Politics 
and Policy, which is published online by IGS. The authors were 
Eric McGhee of the Public Policy Institute of California and Vlad 

Kogan of the University of California, San Diego.
 The Supreme Court quoted the IGS study: “Academic 

observers have concluded that the commission’s maps, including 
the certiýed state Senate map, órepresent an important improve-

ment on the legislature-led redistricting of 2001. The new district 
boundaries kept more communities together and created more 
compact districts while at the same time increasing opportunities 
for minority representation. . . . These maps . . . have the potential 
to modestly increase competition in California elections and 
the responsiveness of the legislative branch to changing voter 
preferences.’” The high court also cited the IGS study in discussing 
the history of the redistricting that followed the 1980 census. 

McGhee and Kogan found that the commission’s maps are 
less gerrymandered than the districts in place since 2001, and will 

likely lead to more electoral vic-
tories for Democrats. The main 
ýndings of the study include:

 Å The maps give Democrats 
the opportunity to win several 
additional districts, particularly 
in the congressional plan. How-
ever, these gains appear to come 
primarily from reversing some of 
the most egregious distortions in 
the 2001 plan, rather than from 

any effort on the part of the commission to stack the deck in favor 
of the Democratic Party. 
Å The districts drawn by the commission will increase oppor-

tunities for minority representation. The new plans create seven 
new districts where Latinos represent the majority of eligible vot-
ers and the ýrst majority-Asian district in California history. 
Å Compared to maps put into place by the legislature and the 

governor in 2001, the commission plans generally provide an im-
provement on various measures voters have said are important. 
Å Although proponents of redistricting reform have argued 

that reform would reduce the number of safe districts—those in 
which one party has a substantial advantage—the analysis ýnds 
that the new districts will produce only a modest increase in the 
number of competitive elections. 

A Brave New World?  
California’s
Redistricting Experiment

Eric McGhee

For excerpts of more research published this year by IGS 
in the California Journal of Politics and Policy, see pages 
26-27.

IGS brought together all the major players in the state’s re-
districting battle for a conference last fall—“A Brave New World: 
California’s Redistricting Experiment.”

Charles T. Munger Jr., who contributed about $14 million to 
the campaigns that turned over redistricting chores to the new citi-
zens’ commission, said at the conference that he was pleased with 
the results of his huge donations. 

“What has been accomplished by this commission so far is 
truly an impressive feat,” he said. “I feel a little bit like a proud 
father—I didn’t have a whole lot to do with the later stages of the 
process, but I’m willing to take all the credit.”

Three members of the commission also spoke at the con-
ference, describing the complicated and interlocking nature of 

Conference Examines Redistricting Reforms
drawing 120 legislative and 53 congressional districts. They em-
phasized the public nature of their deliberations, saying that in-
terested members of the public had a chance to learn about the 
redistricting process.

Other conference speakers included the Republican and 
Democratic consultants who worked on redistricting and a variety 
of scholars who have studied the issue.

To listen to a webcast of this conference, go to:  
igs.berkeley.edu/events/redistricting. 

Summer 2012 Public A�airs Report 3



4 Public A�airs Report Summer 2012

Post Fellowship Plans: Andrew hopes to 
travel and observe criminal justice issues 
internationally before eventually obtain-
ing a law degree and practicing as a public 
defender.

Quote about Service Commitment: “I 
think that understanding my passions and 
motivations for service is vital to main-
tain a sustainable enthusiasm for public 
service. Through the fellowship, I hope to 
advocate for individuals facing structural 
prejudice in our society and to learn from 
my mentor and coworkers how to effec-
tively engage with service.” 

Diana Alonzo ‘12 (American Studies and 
Spanish Literature)
Hometown: Oakland, California
Service Interest: Youth Engagement in 
Urban Communities and Nonproýt Man-
agement 

Berkeley Experience: Diana graduated 
with a degree in American Studies and 
Spanish. While at Cal, Diana combined 
her academic work with her passion for 

community building and youth develop-
ment. She tailored her coursework in the 
Center for Nonproýt and Public Leader-
ship, Social Welfare, and Peace and Con-
þict Studies to focus on transformative 

Andrew Flood ‘12 (History with a minor 
in Global Poverty and Practice)
Hometown: San Diego, California
Service Interest: Criminal Justice Re-
form and Indigent Representation 

Berkeley Experience: Andrew gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from Berkeley with 
a degree in history and a minor in global 
poverty and practice. During his junior 
year, Andrew became extremely interest-
ed in issues of mass incarceration and the 
prison industrial complex. In the summer 
of 2011, he worked at the Georgetown 
University Law Center Criminal Justice 
Clinic as an investigative intern. As an 
investigator for public defenders, Andrew 
witnessed ýrsthand the legal inequities 
facing low-income families, primarily of 
color, in the Washington, D.C. metropoli-
tan area. As a senior, Andrew volunteered 
with All of Us or None, a movement seek-
ing to restore rights to formerly incarcer-
ated and convicted persons in the United 
States.

This past year as a Shinnyo-En Foun-
dation Fellow, Andrew has worked to es-
tablish a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) site on the UC Berkeley campus 
to provide free tax preparation for low-
income families. In partnership with the 
United Way of the Bay Area and the Cal 
Corps Public Service Center, Andrew has 
served as the site coordinator for the site 
and helped ýle over 55 returns and as-
sisted over 100 clients with tax issues. He 
is excited for the tax site to continue at 
UC Berkeley and þourish in future years 
in new partnerships with Residential Life 
Student Services and campus employees.

Other Service Experience: Andrew 
worked in the ASUC Student Legal Clinic 
for four years, which provides free legal 
aid to members of the Berkeley commu-
nity. In the summer after his sophomore 
year, he traveled to Tanzania and Zanzi-
bar for two months to work in rural health 
care and education. He has also volun-
teered with the East Bay Sanctuary and 
Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

Fellowship Goal: Andrew would like to 
gain experience advocating against crimi-

nal justice issues such as the death pen-
alty, inadequate prison conditions, and 
youth life sentences in order to better un-
derstand the systemic problems contribut-
ing to mass incarceration.  

Gardner Fellows To Explore Public Service

Left to right: Andrew Flood, Diana Alonzo, and Zarko Perovic

Each year, IGS picks three of Cal’s most promising graduating seniors 
and awards them a Gardner Fellowship, the chance to work for a year 
in a nonprofit or government agency. The idea is to encourage a life 
of public service like that of the program’s namesake, former Health, 
Education, and Welfare Secretary John Gardner. Here are this year’s 
winners:
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alternatives in urban communities. She 
organized Youth Leadership Now, a small 
group of young people in West Oakland 
who sought to address issues facing the 
community and create solutions. In 2009 
and 2010, they received two small grants 
to launch two community-based video 
projects. 

Diana also created a Youth Leader-
ship Now Program at Attitudinal Heal-
ing Connection, an education and social 
service organization with which she has 
been connected since high school. Incor-
porating her work in a Peace and Conþict 
Studies course, she mapped out a plan for 
a photography and research program for 
West Oakland youth. Diana also created 
partnerships for Youth Leadership Now 
with the Oakland Tribune and the May-
nard Institute for Journalism Education, 
and she received a grant from the Shinn-
yo-en Foundation through the Cal Corps 
Public Service Ofýce. 

Other Service Experience: Diana served 
as an Experience Berkeley Coordinator 

at Stiles Hall, managing a caseload of 13 
students in the UC application process 
and their participation in the Experience 
Berkeley Program. She also was a Me-
dia Relations Intern at Strategies LLC in 
San Francisco, and beginning in 2010 she 

served as a member of the West Oakland 
Mini Grant Committee of the Alameda 
County Public Health Department. 

Fellowship Goal: Diana would like to 
gain experience working with an organi-
zation committed to helping communities 
impacted by issues such as violence and 
poverty. She hopes to work in a nonproýt 
that works in collaboration with other 
nonproýt organizations. 

Post Fellowship Plans: Diana’s ultimate 
goal is to continue working in Oakland to 
provide youth with meaningful opportuni-
ties that empower them. 

Quote about Service Commitment: 
“Having grown up in West Oakland, I 
am constantly faced with comments like, 
óYou are going to college—that’s good, 
you are going to make it out of the ghetto.’ 
But on the contrary, my mission is to re-
main committed to the community that 
invested in me.”

Zarko Perovic ‘12 (Political Science and 
Classical Civilizations)
Hometown: Nis, Serbia
Service Interest: War Crimes, Human 
Rights

Berkeley Experience: Zarko graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa with highest distinction in 
both political science and classical civili-
zations. At the UC Berkeley War Crimes 
Studies Center, he helped create the Virtu-
al Tribunal—a project that collected all of 
the information of the Khmer Rouge Tri-
bunal and synthesized it for the beneýt of 
individuals harmed during the Cambodian 
genocide. During his time at the center, he 
made notes on the testimony of witnesses, 
helped design an interactive map of where 
crimes were perpetrated, and aided in cre-
ating a searchable dictionary of key terms 
to be used by the public. 

In addition, he has spent his summers 
conducting research in the UC Berkeley 
political science department. In his sopho-
more year, he analyzed the effect of ma-
jor media outlets on U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions and the following year collabo-
rated with senior-level Ph.D. students in 

researching the interaction between con-
gressional committees and federal agen-
cies.

Outside of academia, he acted as 
editor-in-chief of Caliber Magazine—a 
publication that has a circulation of 5,000 
and acts as a news resource for the entire 
UC Berkeley student body. In addition, he 
has also been a member of the critically 
acclaimed San Francisco Mandolin Or-
chestra and has taught elementary school 
students classical guitar.

Other Service Experience: He has acted 
as a mentor to incoming Berkeley students 
through the Big Bear-Little Bear Program, 
cotaught a DeCal on journalism, orga-
nized cultural events with the Berkeley 
Organization of Serbian Students (BOSS), 
and, most recently, founded an organiza-
tion to help the Roma people.

Fellowship Goal: He hopes to learn more 
about how war crime litigation functions 
in order to better prepare for his own fu-
ture within the ýeld.

Post Fellowship Plans: Zarko intends to 
ultimately go to law school and become 
a lawyer with an emphasis in war crimes 
and human rights.

Quote about Service Commitment: “Af-
ter the bombs have fallen, the riþes have 
gone silent, and the dead have been laid 
to rest, there still remains much to be done 
in war-torn countries. Indeed, making sure 
that people who have committed atrocities 
stand trial is essential for rebuilding a bro-
ken state and ensuring future stability.”
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Cal-in-Sacramento— 
Giving Students an Inside Look at California Politics

Newsom, Other Leaders Speak to 
Class

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom and State Superintendent of Public In-
struction Tom Torlakson both spoke to the Cal-in-Sacramento class 
this spring—along with a host of other experts in California poli-
tics and policy.

Each year the IGS Legislators-in-Residence, Sen. Dick Acker-

man and Sen. Liz Figueroa, arrange an extraordinary array of speak-
ers for the Cal-in-Sac class. Students have the opportunity to 
spend two hours with each 
speaker, interacting with 
some of the state’s most dis-
tinguished leaders.

This year, in addition 
to Newsom and Torlakson, 
speakers included Califor-
nia Republican Party Chair-
man Tom Del Beccaro, former 
California Department of 
Finance Director Mike Gen-

est, Sacramento Bee col-
umnist Dan Walters, and Dan 

Schnur, the director of the 
Jesse M. Unruh Institute of 
Politics at USC.

This summer another batch of Cal students is getting a front-
row look at California politics through the Cal-in-Sacramento 
program.

The students moved up to Sacramento over the Memorial 
Day weekend and began their summer fellowships right away. 
They will intern for eight weeks, seeing the world of California 
politics and policy from the inside.

Among the places where this year’s students are working: the 
California Department of Justice, legislative ofýces in both the 
Senate and Assembly, the Little Hoover Commission, and both 
Democratic and Republican campaigns.

“Cal-in-Sacramento gives students an extraordinary experi-
ence in California’s political arena,” said Matsui Center Direc-
tor Ethan Rarick. “We want to provide our students with practical 
experience that allows them to learn on the job—and that’s what 
Cal-in-Sacramento does.”

Thanks to IGS donors and supporters, students admitted to 
the program are provided with free housing and light-rail passes, 
and those with a demonstrated ýnancial need can receive small 
stipends that help to offset their living expenses. The result is that 
students can concentrate on their fellowships full-time.

The program’s reputation has been growing among Cal stu-
dents—in the last ýve years applications have more than tripled. 
The result is that the program is more competitive than ever, even 
though more students are admitted.

“We pick students with a demonstrated interest in politics or 
policy,” Rarick said, “and a determination to work hard in Sacra-
mento and take advantage of a great opportunity.”

2012 Cal-in-Sacramento Placements

Executive Officers
Attorney General Kamala Harris, Victims’ Services Unit – Zarish Akram, 

Austin Bergstrom, Silver Lin, Alexandra Ritschard

Attorney General Kamala Harris, eCrime Unit – Michael Cervantes,  

Kena Patel

Attorney General Kamala Harris, Public Rights Division – Delorean Johnson

Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom – Amul Kalia

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson – Jon Wainwright

Senate
Sen. Anthony Cannella – Francisco Loayza

Sen. Carol Liu – Sterling Thomas

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg – Crystal Huang, Erlin Sweeney

Senate O�ce of International Relations – Maia Wollins

Assembly
Assemblymember Marty Block – Monica Magana

Assemblymember Paul Cook – John Rees

Assemblymember Paul Fong – Christophe Labelle

Assemblymember Curt Hagman – Grace Meador, Alexander Ouligian

Assemblymember Diane L. Harkey – Joy Chen

Agencies
Little Hoover Commission – Ciana Gallardo

Sacramento County District Attorney Jan Scully – Marissa Boyd

Cal-EPA – Delorean Johnson, Pheonix O’Brien

Nonprofit
California Women Lead – Victoria Pardini

Mental Health Association in California – Briana Escamilla

Consulting
Capitol Impact – Niku Jafarnia

Kaufman Campaign Consultants – Samuel Meyers, Maia Wollins

Campaigns
Peter Tateishi for Assembly – Andrew Nevis
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This year, graduating senior Andy Nevis served as the student 
director for Cal-in-Sacramento, helping to run every aspect of the 
program, including admissions, the spring semester course, and 
the summer experience in Sacramento.

Nevis was also very active in the Berkeley College Republi-
cans, serving as the group’s executive director. As part of the Dai-
ly Californian’s graduation issue, Andy and other student leaders 
were asked to write about their experiences at Berkeley. Below 
are his thoughts about Cal.

Whenever I travel to Republican events around the state, the 
ýrst question is almost always, “So tell me, is it hard to be a Re-
publican at Berkeley?” They assume that my daily life consists 
of constant liberal brainwashing from professors, hostility from 
other students, and scofýng from administrators.

I’ve experienced all of that during the last four years at Berke-
ley, but that hasn’t represented the majority of my interactions on 
this campus. Instead, I ýnd that most students and professors are 
genuinely curious to hear a minority point of view. They appreci-
ate the opportunity to hear the conservative position that so many 
in the nation hold but so few on this campus publicly confess.

In the same vein, I’ve had tremendous opportunities to inter-
act with individuals who hold perspectives and opinions differ-
ent from my own. I was interested in politics in high school but 
rarely encountered anyone with the same interest and intellectual 
curiosity on the other side of the aisle. When I came to Berkeley, I 
found plenty. Two months into my college experience, I witnessed 
hundreds of students celebrate the election of Barack Obama on 
Telegraph Avenue. For better or worse, I found a school full of 
intelligent political people.

Looking back, I realize how important this experience has 
been. One of the biggest problems in American politics is that vot-

ers have self-segre-
gated. Democrats 
live in the urban 
areas on the coast, 
Republicans in ru-
ral areas inland. As a result, most voters only talk to people who 
believe as they do. They don’t understand the perspective of those 
who believe differently and thus punish their elected ofýcials for 
compromising.

Not only have my years at Berkeley allowed me to see the 
other side—it’s allowed the other side to see me. Working with 
the Berkeley College Republicans, we have worked hard to create 
dialogue on this campus. The Increase Diversity Bake Sale was 
a great example. On the day of the event, I had to walk across 
campus to turn in a paper. Every single person I overheard was 
talking about the bake sale and racial preferences. The opinions 
were varied, but people were talking. Many considered one point 
of view or the other for the ýrst time.

Personally, I’ve matured in my political beliefs during my 
time at Cal. I’m still conservative, but I understand differing per-
spectives. Before I argue an issue, I think about why a person 
might hold the opposite view. This makes me a stronger advocate. 
Instead of speaking from my own ideological corner, I can use my 
knowledge of other people’s perspectives to convince them that 
they should change their views (or at least respect my own).

This is what Berkeley must encourage if it is to remain the 
best public university in the nation. An academic institution can-
not thrive if the university picks sides and tries to prevent one side 
from expressing its opinion. Students, faculty, and administrators 
on campus must encourage those with differing perspectives to 
speak up. Whether you are liberal, conservative, or in between, 
you will ýnd it an incredible learning opportunity.

—Reprinted with permission from the  
Daily Californian 

A Republican at Berkeley?  
Cal-in-Sac Student Director Says It’s Not So Bad
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Each semester, the Matsui Center provides scholarships for two 
students to participate in the UCDC program, which sends Cal 
undergraduates to study and intern in Washington, D.C. At the 
end of the program, each student writes a brief summary of his or 
her experience. Here are some excerpts from the 2011–12 fellows.

Ryan Barlow, International Affairs 
and Trade Division, Government 
Accountability Ofýce:

“I had the privilege of participat-
ing in the UCDC Program thanks to 
the generous support of the Matsui 
Center. It was one of the most re-
warding experiences of my under-
graduate education. While in D.C., I 
interned at the Government Account-
ability Ofýce (GAO) with the Inter-
national Affairs and Trade Division. 

I worked on a performance review of one of USAID’s signature 
construction projects. It was very interesting and offered me an 
inside look at how different U.S. agencies operate. A lot of my 
role involved background research and bringing together data, 
but I also had the opportunity to draft several sections for a ýnal 
product. In addition to my internship, I took advantage of being 
in D.C. to explore the area and much of the East Coast. It led to 
many lasting memories. The UCDC program was a tremendous 
experience, and I would recommend the opportunity to anyone 
interested in public service, public policy, or politics.”

Megan Blanchard, Institute for Policy 
Studies

“My participation in the UCDC pro-
gram was the highlight of my undergradu-
ate experience at Cal. I was able to see the 
sociology and public policy research I had 
learned in my ýrst three years of course-
work put into practice. As an intern at the 
Institute for Policy Studies, I assisted a re-

search fellow in her óCities for Progress’ project, which mainly 
included antipoverty work and federal budget analysis. My ofýce, 
only a few blocks from the White House, was welcoming and en-
couraged me to learn and get involved with projects that most in-
terested me. With the completion of my internship, I have gained 
important professional skills, practical skills, and an understand-
ing on how different policy research think tanks collaborate with 
other organizations to inþuence politics and make real change. 
Aside from the work I did in the ofýce, I got to experience all 
that D.C. had to offer; I explored the East Coast, met new people, 
and learned about new opportunities for the future. I would rec-
ommend a D.C. experience to any student interested in policy or 
politics.”

Matsui Washington Fellows Experience the Nation’s Capital
Kansola Oshodi, Bureau of Democracy,  
Human Rights, and Labor, U.S. Depart-
ment of State

“A friend of mine recently ascertained 
the quote, óNever succumb to the myth of 
limits.’ While interning at the State Depart-
ment, I all at once recognized the strength in 
these words. The division where I worked 
is the frontrunner of U.S. efforts to promote 

democracy, protect human rights and international religious free-
dom, and advance labor rights globally. It afforded me the oppor-
tunity to observe and contribute to efforts geared towards the very 
signiýcant work of advocating for the fundamental human rights 
of all people. I watched people who committed their lives to a set 
of profound objectives, which extended beyond the requirements 
of a mere ójob’ into a purpose greater than themselves. I simulta-
neously watched as these same sentiments of steadfastness, cou-
pled with a very particular courage, resounded across the world 
during the Arab “Spring” movements, which left an unmistakable 
impression on me personally, and undoubtedly the international 
community. As I watched everyday people challenge the unlikely 
to prompt power shifts that were inconceivable just a few years 
ago, the quote rang true. Ultimately, my experience in D.C., ýrst 
as an intern then as a spectator of this fast-paced culture of young 
ambition, good food, and a surplus of pencil skirts and leather 
shoes, was an invaluable one. As the hub of all things politics and 
policy, D.C. did not disappoint.”

The Matsui Center is proud to announce its Washing-
ton Fellows for the fall 2012 semester: Gina Verraster, a se-
nior majoring in political science and ethnic studies and Mei 

Xuan, a senior majoring in economics and rhetoric.

Gina Verraster, Mei Xuan

Washington Fellows for Fall 2012
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This summer the Matsui Center at IGS has expanded its Lo-
cal Government Fellowship program, for the ýrst time naming 
two Berkeley students to serve as fellows instead of one.

Local Government Fellows spend a summer interning in a 
local government ofýce, and receive placement assistance and a 
$2,000 stipend from the Matsui Center.

“Before his election to Congress, Bob Matsui began his po-
litical career by serving on the Sacramento City Council,” said 
Ethan Rarick, director of the Matsui Center. “This program gives 
Berkeley students the chance to experience public service at the 
local level—perhaps the place where government has the greatest 
effect on people’s everyday lives.”

This Year’s Matsui Local Government Fellows
Melissa Jeng – Orange County Department of Public Works

Melissa will be a sophomore this fall, majoring in urban studies. Fascinated by issues of urban planning, she will spend her 
summer as a Matsui Fellow working on planning issues while interning for the Orange County Department of Public Works. Her 
past experiences include another urban planning internship and travel to rural Taiwan to teach English in a disadvantaged elemen-
tary school.

“I am working to become a city planner or urban designer and have held a previous internship at the city of Irvine, where I was 
able to take part in city planning at the regional and local level.”

Sarah Vasquez Lightstone – San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee’s ofýce
Sarah will be a senior this fall, majoring in political science. Last summer she participated in the Cal-in-the-Capital program, 

interning for Congresswoman Doris Matsui. This past spring she spent a semester overseas, studying Spanish and European politics 
at the University of Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona, Spain.

“Through the Matsui Local Government Fellowship program I hope to gain a different perspective on the role of local govern-
ment in the lives of citizens. Through an internship with greater responsibility, I hope to learn about the impact of local government 
in California as well as the career path I intend to take after college.”

Past Matsui Local Government Fellows
2011  Jake Brymner, San Francisco 

Supervisor Scott Wiener’s  
ofýce

2010  Sarah Belford, San Francisco 
Mayor Gavin Newsom’s  
ofýce

2009 Claire Doran, San Francisco 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty’s  
ofýce

Matsui Local Government Program Expands
The program’s expansion was made possible through the 

generous support of the Robert T. Matsui Foundation for Pub-
lic Service, which donated $150,000 to the Matsui Center. That 
generous contribution funded the renovation and expansion of 
the Matsui Center ofýces (for more on the dedication ceremony, 
see pages 12–13), and the continued support of the Matsui Center 
programs.

“In the past, funding constraints limited the Local Govern-
ment Fellowship program to just one student a year,” Rarick said. 
“Thanks to the generosity of the Matsui Foundation, we were able 
to name two fellows this summer, and we hope to keep expanding 
the program in the years to come.”

Melissa Jeng, Sarah Vasquez Lightstone
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Percy Grants
Maia Wollins examined the aftermath of the Iraq war on the 

lives of Iraqi refugees now living in the U.S. and U.S. veterans 
who fought in Iraq who live in the Bay Area. Speciýcally, Wollins 
explored the way these experiences shaped success in institutes of 
higher education and professional development. “For the veter-
ans, the challenge is re-entering into the civilian world they came 
from. For Iraqis, the challenge is entering into an entirely new 

Synar and Percy Awards Fund Student Research

IGS supports student research through the Charles Percy and 

Mike Synar grants. Twin programs administered by the IGS 

Center for the Study of Representation, the Percy and Synar 

grants fund research by undergraduates and graduate stu-

dents, respectively. For more on these programs, see page 24. 

Here are some of this year’s recipients:

Synar Recipients: left to right: Alexa Koenig, John Brandt, 
Patrice Bugelas-Brandt, Gene Zubovich, Gregory Elinson, Abby 
Wood, William A. Brandt, Jr. (Trevor Gardner not pictured)

Synar Grants
Abby Wood (Political Science) is examining how a state gov-

ernment’s political breakdown—the division or unity between 
political parties—can result in stronger whistleblower laws. A 
lawyer by training, Wood became interested in corruption issues 
while doing international work with the World Bank, USAID, and 
the United Nations. Astounded by corruption abroad, she was in-
spired to turn her focus inward to the United States.

Alexa Koenig (Law) will use interviews with Guantanamo 
detainees to analyze the ways that prisoners’ identities—gender, 
nationality, religious or ethnic afýliations—and treatment during 
incarceration impact their experiences and interpretations of cru-
elty. Long interested in the perspectives of marginalized peoples, 
Koenig hopes to consider how the law can be used to prevent 
prison abuse by pursuing the concept of impermissible cruelty in 
political-military prisons from the vantage point of former prison-
ers whose stories are often left untold.

Gregory Elinson (Political Science) is examining the ways 
in which organized business and labor shaped the development 
of American law and legal institutions between 1947 and 1970. 
This was a period in which organized business and labor—that 
is, business and union labor coalitions—were the nation’s major 
economic-oriented interest groups.

Gene Zubovich (History) is pursuing a largely undocumented 
facet of social activism in the United States—the emergence of 
Protestant interest in social issues, particularly in civil rights and 
desegregation. Zubovich hopes that by charting the emergence, 
development, and institutionalization of a “liberal Protestant vi-
sion” in the 1940s—through conferences, meetings, textual de-
bates and the growth of interracial churches—his dissertation will 
provide a clearer understanding of a major source of social move-
ments in the 20th century and present day.

Part of the IGS mission is to prepare the next generation 
of America’s leading scholars. This spring ýve IGS graduate 
students received their Ph.D.s in political science and moved 
on to prestigious positions in academia.

“These ýne young scholars are poised to make major 
contributions to the study of American politics and policy,” 
said IGS Director Jack Citrin. “We are pleased that IGS has 
played an important role in preparing them for their careers.”

Å Devin Caughey, Assistant Professor of Political Science, MIT
Å Katie Galloway, Lecturer, Media Studies Department, UC 

Berkeley
Å Alex Theodoridis, Assistant Professor of Political Science, 

UC Merced
Å Abby Wood, Assistant Professor of Law, USC School of Law
Å John Hanley, Distinguished Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Max-

well School, Syracuse University

IGS Grad Students Move On to  
Academic Careers
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civilian world,” Wollins said. “For both there’s this 
element of integration or reintegration into society 
in California.” Wollins is collecting stories from 
members of both parties in the hopes that she can 
illustrate their common humanity. 

Amanda Phatdouang examined the consequences 
of criminalizing the seriously mentally ill. Many 
jails must handle people with serious mental condi-
tions such as schizophrenia and manic depressive-
ness—illnesses they are not equipped to handle. 
This system, which is difýcult to navigate, may 
also be some individuals’ only chance to receive 
the treatment and resources they lack. “The sher-
iff’s ofýce and law enforcement have now become 
these de facto social workers,” Phatduong said.

While watching Republican congressional 
candidates’ campaigns, Andrew Postal became fascinated with the 
way they presented themselves as both black and Republican in 
a party which a majority of black voters do not support. “I’m in-
terested in the role of the black Republican candidate—how they 
campaign, how they appeal to voters,” Postal explained. In order 
to examine this question of how black identity or personal identity 

jibe with Republican identity, Postal looked at campaign materi-
als from races over the past 40 years or so, as well as speeches 
and news articles. 

As a member of the Cal Debate team, Sarah Weiner became 
interested in agricultural issues after her freshman year, when the 
debate topic was agricultural subsidies. Ethanol subsidies were a 
relevant subject area, and Weiner was impressed with the inter-
disciplinary nature of the issues the subsidies touched. In addition 
to agriculture, Weiner found it important to think about food pric-
es, trade agreements, energy security, and other hot topics while 
studying the subsidies. Weiner examined where congressional is-
sue frames originate and how they are transmitted through media. 

Percy Grant Recipients
Nikita Bier (Political Economy, Business Administration)  

Politify: The First Tool to Forecast Your Income for 
Political Scenarios

Mathew Kintz (Political Science and Psychology) 
Assessing the Regulation of Medical Marijuana  
Dispensaries in California

Amanda Phatdouang (Anthropology) 
Deinstitutionalization: The Scope and Magnitude of 
Criminalizing the Seriously Mentally Ill

Andrew Postal (Political Science and Environmental  
Economics and Policy) 
African Americans and the Republican Party: Bridging 
the Gap between Race and Partisan Identity

Gabriel Schwartzman (Geography)  
American Labor from Left to Right: The Appalachian 
Pro-Coal Movement

Robert Sha�er (Political Science)  
Biodiversity and the courts: Endangered Species Law 
in the U.S., Australia, and Canada

Sophia Wang (Political Science and Sociology) 
Civic and Political Engagement of Chinese Americans 
in Ethnic Suburbs

Sarah Weiner (Political Science) 
Deýning Ethanol Policy: The Inþuence of the Media 
on Congressional Issue Framing

Maia Wolins (Middle Eastern Studies) 
Narratives of the 2003 War: Iraqi Refugees and U.S. 
Veterans (the NOW Project)

Synar Grant Recipients
Gregory Elinson (Political Science)  

Institutionalizing Economic Power: Business, Labor 
and Judicial Politics, 1947–1970 

Trevor Gardner (Sociology) 
Sanctuary in America: Local Immigration Enforce-
ment and the Power to Police in the Homeland  
Security Era 

Alexa Koenig (Jurisprudence and Social Policy) 
“The Worst”: Institutional Violence, Resistance, and 
the Law 

Abby Wood (Political Science) 
Exposing Malfeasance: Government Transparency in 
the 50 States 

Gene Zubovich (History) 
Protestant Social Consciousness in the 1940s

Percy Recipients, left to right: Bill Brandt, Patrice Bugelas-
Brandt in front of John Brandt, Amanda Phatdouang, Matthew 
Kintz, Maia Wolins, Nikita Bier, Sophia Wang, Justin Rockefeller, 
Raina Davis, Gabriel Schwartzman, Cameron Percy, Penny 
Percy, Roger Percy (Andrew Postal, Robert Shaffer, and Sarah 
Weiner not picture.)



Some of the state’s leading political dignitaries, including 
Congresswoman Doris Matsui, visited IGS this spring to dedicate 
the newly renovated Robert T. Matsui Center for Politics and Public Ser-

vice. Joining the congresswoman in the ribbon-cutting were Cali-
fornia Controller John Chiang and California Supreme Court As-
sociate Justice Goodwin Liu.

Thanks to a $150,000 donation from the Robert T. Matsui 
Foundation for Public Service, the Matsui Center doubled its 
physical size, added a group study room for up to 20 undergradu-
ates, and created a working ofýce for distinguished visitors to IGS 
and the Matsui Center.

The center engages UC Berkeley undergraduates in politics, 
public policy, and public service through fellowship programs, the 
presence of distinguished visitors on campus, and public events. 
More than 100 students have participated in Washington, D.C., 
Sacramento, or Bay Area fellowship programs established by the 
Center, which is a component of IGS.

IGS Director Jack Citrin said the facility renovations help raise 
the center’s proýle and expand ongoing programming that ex-
poses UC Berkeley undergraduates to the real world of politics. 
Citrin called the center a “ýtting and ongoing legacy” for the late 
Robert T. Matsui, a widely respected member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives who died in 2005.

Matsui Center Director Ethan Rarick welcomed Congress-
woman Doris Matsui, who was elected to Congress after the death 
of her husband, and escorted her around the center’s remodeled 
spaces before she addressed an audience in the IGS Library.

 “Today the Matsui Center takes on the mantle of this 
work by promoting political engagement and participation, and 
encouraging more of our young people to action,” she said.

While much current political discourse is marked by divi-
siveness, Doris Matsui said her husband maintained an unshake-

Dignitaries Dedicate Renovated Matsui Center



able belief in the goodness of government and the people who 
serve in it. She called on the Matsui Center to “help foster the type 
of civility and open discourse that are the basis for good politics 
and good government.”

Both Matsuis graduated from UC Berkeley, and Doris Matsui 
noted her husband’s special fondness for the campus. She recalled 
a November 1997 visit he made to participate in an IGS student-
faculty roundtable, a graduate class at the Goldman School of 
Public Policy, and two undergraduate lectures, before ending the 
day with a meeting with the chancellor.

 “Bob (Matsui) made time for these visits,” she said. “He 
cared about these visits, because he knew he was making invest-
ments in the future leaders who are students here.”

Her sentiments were echoed by Liu, a former UC Berkeley 
professor of law who interned in Robert Matsui’s Sacramento of-
ýce the summer after graduating from high school.

Liu called Matsui a “serious policy wonk” whose legislative 
achievements included the 1988 redress bill for Japanese Ameri-
cans interned during World War II, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and 
other work reþected in his papers, which were donated to The 
Bancroft Library in 2005.

“Bob understood that effective public servants have to have 
substance, and the rigorous scholarship and teaching facilitated 
by the Matsui Center will promote that core value,” Liu said.

The Matsui Center was founded in 2008, after the univer-
sity received a congressionally directed grant in Robert Matsui’s 
memory. The Matsui Foundation promotes public service careers 
for recent college and law school graduates.

Portions of this article appeared ýrst on the Berkeley News 
Center, and are reprinted with permission.

Clockwise, starting upper righthand corner: Congresswoman 
Doris Matsui; Justice Goodwin Liu; Paul Sweet, instrumental in 
the creation of the Matsui Center, with Matsui; Reiko Kawakami, 
longtime staff member to Congressman Robert Matsui, along with 
her husband, Hachi, and IGS Visiting Scholar Fred Martin; IGS 
Legislator-in-Residence Sen. Liz Figueroa with Matsui; the dedica-
tion ceremony; Controller John Chiang; Matsui and Jack Citrin 
Photos: Peg Skorpinski
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To watch a webcast of this event, go to politics.berkeley.
edu/forum.php

A decade after the single deadliest attack on United States 
soil, how have the events of 9/11 changed America? That was the 
central question of this year’s Matsui Forum, which was moderated 
by KQED’s Michael Krasny and broadcast on the station.

The verdict? Even more than Pearl Harbor or the assassina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy, the 9/11 
attacks stand alone as a seminal moment 
in the modern history of the United States, 
one that exerted the most profound effects 
on the politics, policies, and psychology of 
America and its citizens.

For Michael Nacht, professor of public 
policy at UC Berkeley, the most fundamen-
tal impact of 9/11 is the sense of permanent 
vulnerability that haunts residents of Main 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue alike. “It is 
hard to see a time when that will disappear,” 
said Nacht. “What happened was unthink-
able, but it happened in front of our eyes.”

Nacht, a former dean of the Goldman 
School of Public Policy who served as as-
sistant secretary of defense for global stra-
tegic affairs under President Obama, also 
linked the attacks, and the United States’ 
response, to America’s current economic woes. “From what we 
know about bin Laden and al Qaeda, their aim was to provoke the 
United States to go into Afghanistan, where they thought we’d be 
in a quagmire,” Nacht said. “They also thought we would so rev 
up our expenditures that it could really strain or even bankrupt us. 
Ten years later, we have unprecedented debt, unprecedented deý-
cits, as far as the eye can see—it’s not all related to 9/11, but the 
economic weakness of the United States was greatly accelerated 
by our response to 9/11,” Nacht said.

James Patterson, professor of history at Brown University, add-
ed national confusion to the psychological mix, noting the impact 
of the terrorist attacks lives on in the psyches of Americans who 
had assumed that the United States was beloved around the world 
as a beacon of hope and defender of rights.

“The strong messianic sense that we really are doing good 
things in the world made 9/11 all the more hurtful and confusing,” 
said Patterson, before turning to the pervasive changes wrought 
on domestic policy in the wake of the attacks. “Within two years 
we had the Patriot Act, the Department of Homeland Security, the 
TSA [Transportation Security Administration], which gets $8 bil-

lion a year, and we had two wars—some of the longest in Ameri-
can history,” Patterson said.

Maintaining that the fears raised by 9/11 are “very much still 
there, just beneath the surface,” Jean Bethke Elshtain, professor of 
social and political ethics at the University of Chicago, highlight-

ed the intensiýcation of the long-running isolationism-interven-
tionism debate within American society. On the one hand there 
was the tendency to draw back in because this is what happens 
when you muck about in the world, Elshtain said. “The other re-
action was that we need to engage the world and we need to do it 
more knowingly, more tellingly and perhaps even more dramati-
cally and at times more aggressively,” she added.

On the question of whether the United States is safer today, 
Elshtain advised Americans to follow the lead of other nations, 
such as Britain, that have learned to live with the sense of vulner-
ability and the ongoing threat of future attacks. “You can never 
be absolutely secure and you can’t demand that of your govern-
ment,” Elshtain said.

For his part, Nacht was heartened by the absence of al Qaeda-
inspired ideology from the “Arab Spring” movements sweeping 
the Middle East. “They want freedom. They want democracy. 
They want elections. They want jobs. They want governments 
that aren’t corrupt,” he said. “This is actually a big ideological 
blow to al Qaeda that after 10 years you have these amazing revo-
lutions in one country after another and al Qaeda is irrelevant,” 
Nacht added. “That’s a good sign for us.”

This article, by Rob Hoey, ýrst appeared on the UC Berkeley 
News Center, and is reprinted with permission.

The Matsui Forum: Ten Years Later, How Did the 9/11 Attacks Change America?

From left: Michael Krasny, Jean Bethke Elshtain,  
James Patterson, and Michael Nacht
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Two of the nation’s top legal scholars debated the constitu-
tionality of President Obama’s Affordable Care Act at an event 
at the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco. Attended by about 
200 people, the debate concluded a year-long IGS series on the 
political and economic facets of healthcare reform, sponsored by 
the Blue Shield of California Foundation and Kaiser Permanente. 

Laurence Tribe, professor of constitutional law at Harvard, 
argued in favor of the Affordable Care Act, while Roger Pilon—
founder and director of the Center for Constitutional Studies at 
the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank in Washington—argued 
against what he referred to as “Obamacare.”

In his opening statement, Tribe illuminated the economic 
burden that is placed on taxpayers and insurance purchasers by 
the millions of uninsured people in the nation. His main argu-
ment was that the individual decisions of those who choose not 
to purchase insurance—or who cannot afford to—cause an undue 
burden on other citizens, placing these decisions squarely in the 
public rather than the private arena. Thus, he argued, Congress 
may regulate this enormous part of the market under the power of 
the Commerce Clause in the Constitution.

For those who rejected this argument, Tribe also put forward 
the Necessary and Proper Clause and overall taxing powers given 
Congress.

“(The Act) does not prevent people from exercising their 
rights (not to engage in healthcare); it doesn’t impose anything 
on anyone,” Tribe said, adding that to argue against the reforms 
would be to act “as though we were islands unto ourselves.”

While Tribe couched his arguments in economic terms, Pilon 
took a different approach. Calling Tribe’s promotion of federal 
regulation “a typical approach of people in post-New Deal think-
ing,” Pilon argued against Congress’s broad constitutional author-
ity to regulate the economy, or society much at all.

To watch a webcast of this 
event, go to igs.berkeley.
edu/programs/health-
carereform/index.html

Leading Scholars Debate Affordable Care Act

Harking back to the New Deal Era (perhaps signiýcantly, the 
last time the economy has been in a state comparable to today’s) 
Pilon stated that the powers of the federal government were lim-
ited until Roosevelt’s Progressive Era. “The Declaration of Inde-
pendence protects our rights as individuals with little constitution-
al intervention,” Pilon said. “The powers of federal government 
are few and deýned.” 

In a microcosm of the national debate around healthcare re-
form, Pilon and Tribe stuck to their arguments, never venturing 
too far from their respective spheres of arguments. Cal law pro-
fessor Jesse Choper moderated.

The other events in the healthcare series were held in the 
2010–11 academic year, including forums in Berkeley, San Fran-
cisco, and Sacramento.

From left: Jesse Choper, Laurence Tribe, and Roger Pilon
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Salon Gala
A Night of Politics 
and Politicians

16 Public A�airs Report Summer 2011

U.S. Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin of Illinois was the 
featured speaker at the IGS Salon Gala this spring. Legendary 
pollster Merv Field and Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson were also 
honored before the sell-out crowd at the Julia Morgan Ballroom in 
San Francisco. Cal Chancellor Robert Birgeneau attended the event 
and introduced Durbin.

Durbin, who was ýrst elected to Congress in 1982 and to 
the Senate in 1996, spoke about the state of the nation’s politics, 
and then engaged in a colloquy with renowned pollster Peter Hart, 
chairman of Hart Research Associates and a member of the IGS 
National Advisory Council.

Durbin, whose parents were immigrants who worked on 
a railroad, spoke about the importance of public education in 
strengthening the United States and its economy.

“Those who say that we ought to cut education say we have 
no choice,” Durbin says. “I think they ought to remember his-
tory.” The creation of land-grant universities in the 19th century 
and the passage of the GI bill after World War II played a critical 
role in the long-term growth of the United States, Durbin said. 
“We reap the beneýts even to this day,” he said.

Field, the founder of the Field Poll and the Field Research 
Corporation, received the Darius and Sarah Anderson Distin-
guished Service Award, honoring Field’s lifetime of work mea-
suring public opinion.

Johnson, who graduated from Cal with a degree in political 
science, received the Bill and Patrice Brandt Alumni Leadership 
Award. Johnson was elected mayor of Sacramento, his home-
town, in 2008.

To watch a webcast of Sen. Durbin’s remarks, go to www.
uctv.tv and search for “Durbin.”

Upper left: Dick Durbin. Below, left to right: Kevin Johnson, 
Durbin, and Bill Brandt; Karen Getman, Kayla Ungar, Lisa 
Spiegel, and Liz Figueroa; the crowd at the Gala. Top of op-
posite page, clockwise: Robert Birgeneau; Mark DiCamillo and 
Susan Rasky; Reema Dodin and Marc Levin; Betsy Eisenhardt, 
Ronald George, Barbara George, and Derry Henderson; Peter 
Hart and Merv Field. Photos: Mona Brooks




