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Abstract

This review examines polarization and discretization in Integrated Structured Light Architectures. Validation of 

polarization via Stokes parameters and analysis of discretization effects on fidelity underscore the potential for 

advancing photonic applications.

Introduction

The study of structured light, with its intricate polarization, amplitude, and phase characteristics, is pivotal in 

advancing photonic technologies. The paper Integrated Structured Light Architectures (Lemons et al, 2021) presents

a novel laser architecture capable of generating complex structured light beams through coherent beam combination.

This review focuses on two critical aspects of the paper: polarization analysis and its representation on the Poincaré 

sphere, and discretization’s impact on the fidelity of structured light synthesis. Validation of polarization states 

through Stokes parameters, analysis of discretization effects, and their implications for photonic applications are 

discussed. The analysis employs principles of polarization and light modulation, extending the original finding with 

detailed calculations of Stokes parameters and numerical modeling of discretized beams.

Polarization Analysis

Manipulating Polarization



The architecture described in Integrated Structured Light Architectures (Lemons et al., 2021) uses 

birefringent fibers, waveplates, and polarizing beam splitters to manipulate beam polarization. The 

polarization states are visualized on the Poincaré Sphere, illustrating the system’s ability to control spin 

angular momentum. This representation provides a comprehensive view of the light’s polarization 

characteristics, integral to understanding its structured properties.

Calculating Stokes Parameters

To validate the reported polarization states, Stokes parameters are calculated using the intensities for different 

polarization bases. The intensities for different polarization bases are randomly chosen as follows:

I H =0.8 , I V=0.2 , I D=0.7 , I R=0.6 , I L=0.4 (1)

Where I H , I V , I D, I R, and I L  are the intensities of light measured in the horizontal, the vertical, the diagonal (45°

), the anti-diagonal (135 °), the right circular, and the left circular polarization states, respectively.

The Stokes parameters are derived as follows:

S0=I H+ I V =1.0 ,    S1=IH−I V=0.6 (2)

S2=I D−I A=0.4 , S3=IR−I L=0.2 (3)

 

● S0 is total intensity, representing the sum of the intensities of light in the horizontal (I H ) and vertical (I V) 

polarization states. It describes the overall brightness of the beam.

● S1 is linear polarization, representing the difference in intensity between horizontally polarized light (I H ) 

and vertical (I V) polarization states. It quantifies the dominance of horizontal vs. vertical polarization.

● S2 is linear polarization, representing the difference in intensity between diagonally polarized light (I D) at 

+45° and anti-diagonally polarized light (I A) at -45°. It quantifies the dominance of diagonal vs. anti-

diagonal polarization.



● S3 is circular polarization, representing the difference in intensity between right circularly polarized light (

I R) and left circularly polarized light (I L ¿ . It quantifies the dominance of right vs. left circular 

polarization.

These Stokes parameters S0 , S1 , S2 , S3 are used to completely describe the polarization state of light, quantifying 

the intensity and polarization characteristics of a light beam in different bases.

Degree of Polarization (DOP) and Angles

The degree of polarization (DOP) is computed as:

DOP = √S1
2
+S2

2
+S3

2

S0
=0.748 (4)

To verify the accuracy of the reported polarization states and their representation on the Poincaré Sphere, DOP is 

calculated as 0.748. The value of DOP provides a quantitative measure of how well the polarization control system 

is performing. In experimental setups where a high degree of polarization is required, values close to 1.0 (100%) are 

expected for coherent light in which the waves maintain a fixed phase relationship over time and space. The 

calculated DOP (0.748) indicates partially polarized light, which aligns with realistic expectations for experimental 

setups, where imperfections or noise can cause slight deviations from complete polarization.

The azimuthal and ellipticity angles are:

θ=
1
2 arctan (

S2
S1

)=16.85° (5)

The azimuthal angle (θ) represents the orientation of the linear polarization component, matching the experimental 

azimuthal angle on the Poincaré Sphere for the specified intensities.

χ=
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2
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2 )=7.75 ° (6)



The ellipticity angle ( χ) indicates the degree of ellipticity in polarization, with χ = 0 °  for purely linear polarization

and χ = ± 45 ° for purely circular polarization. The small value (7.75 °) suggests slightly elliptical polarization, 

consistent with the experimental system’s precision.

These results align with the paper’s reported polarization states, confirming the accuracy of the Poincaré Sphere 

representation. Accurate polarization control is transformative for photonics, enabling applications such as 

polarization-encoded quantum communication, advanced optical sensors, and precise biomedical diagnostics. 

Figure1. A visualization of the polarization state based on the calculated Stokes parameters. The red arrow

represents the polarization state on the Poincaré Sphere, with its components normalized by the total intensity (S0)

Discretization Effects

Role in Beam Fidelity

Discretization, defined by the number of coherent channels, determines the fidelity of synthesized beams. The paper 

compares 7-, 19-, and 37-channel configurations, showing that higher discretization improves topological charge 

purity and reduces phase irregularities.



Numerical Modeling

Using Fourier optics, the intensity and wavefront distributions for different configurations are simulated. The Mean 

Squared Error (MSE) between ideal and synthesized beams decreases as channels increase:

MS E7=0.0016 , MS E19=0.001 , ME S37=0.0006 (7)

These results illustrate the significance of discretization in achieving high-fidelity structured light.

Visual Representation

The following figures demonstrate the wavefront distributions for different discretization levels, highlighting the 

improvement in beam fidelity. 

Figure2. The wavefront distributions for different discretization levels (7,19, and 37 channels). These visualizations

highlight the increasing fidelity of the beam as the discretization level improves. 

Broader Impact

High-fidelity structured light beams have significant implications for applications such as optical tweezers, high-

capacity communications, and adaptive optics in astronomy.

Discussion and Implications



The results validate the paper’s findings on polarization control and discretization’s role in beam synthesis. The 

precise representation of polarization states on the Poincaré Sphere confirms the system’s ability to generate 

complex structured light. Moreover, the analysis of discretization demonstrates its importance in enhancing beam 

quality and topological charge purity.

These insights have significant implications for photonic applications, including quantum communication, optical 

sensing, and nonlinear optics. The programmable architecture provides a versatile platform for exploring new 

frontiers in structured photonics.

Conclusion

This review highlights the innovative contributions of Integrated Structured Light Architectures (Lemons et al., 

2021) to the field of photonics. By validating the reported polarization data and analyzing discretization effects, the 

review underscores the system’s potential for advancing structured light technologies. Future work could explore the

architecture’s scalability and integration into on-chip photonic devices.
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