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'Asqalan al-Jadida: Egyptian Rule and the
Settlement of Egyptians in the Vicinity of
Ashkelon, 1831-1948

Avraham (Avi) Sasson and Roy Marom

Southern Palestine, as a transition zone for various kingdoms throughout the history
of the Ancient Near East, constituted an open area across which migrants, armies
and merchants moved on the international route between Egypt and Greater Syria.
Two-way population movements between the southern parts of Palestine’s coastal
plain and Egypt have taken place since the dawn of history. Towards the end of
the Ottoman period, new waves of emigration from the Delta region in Egypt to
the south of the country occurred, due to wars, famine, epidemics, poverty and the
threat of conscription.

The present article examines the influence of Egyptian rule in Palestine from
1831 to 1840 on the patterns of settlement around the town of Majdal Asqalan. The
article first explores the Egyptian government’s attempts to establish a garrison
town called Asqalan al-Jadida. Subsequently, using the villages of al-Majdal,
Hamama, al-Jora and Isdud as case studies, the article discusses the question ‘To
what extent, if any, did Egyptian rule in this region have a long-term influence on
the demographic, economic and social levels?’

In answer to the above-noted question, we suggest that the Egyptian rule had
a mixed effect on the social structures in the area. While the period of Egyptian
rule is associated with the most significant of the many Egyptian (mastT) waves
of immigration to Palestine, the Egyptian immigration to the south of the country
was a long and protracted process that occurred in a number of independent waves
under the influence of differing economic, political and social factors. Furthermore,
the ethnographic sources point to the existence of Egyptian communities in the

area for hundreds of years. Finally, the assimilation and integration patterns of

XXIV

Egyptian immigrants at the village level reflects a considerable heterogeneity, from
full integration into the existing social system, to the establishment of separate,
independent, ‘Egyptian’ clans, and the division of newly arrived ‘Egyptian’

families among the existing village clans.
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