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ICPSR Data at UCI circa late 1980s… 



Why Share Data? 

• Build scientific knowledge 

• Create community of data users 

• Researchers get access remotely 

• Citations may increase 

• For publicly funded research, the right thing to 
do 

• Mandated by funding agencies 

• Expand  storage locations 

 



Social Sciences Data-based Research 

• Faculty know the importance of data sharing 

• Also, the importance of secondary data 
analysis 

• Key individual faculty instrumental in making 
data available 



Data Sharing in Hong Kong 

   In Hong Kong in June 2010, Hong Kong University 
organized a forum on Research Data Sharing 

    to discuss what Hong Kong needed to do to preserve 
and archive government-funded research data. 

      
   Among the speakers, HKU Prof. John Bacon-Shone gave 

a presentation on making research data in Hong Kong 
publicly accessible. 

 
     Source:  
      http://www3.hku.hk/rss/index.php/links-resources/spotlight/forum-on-

research-data-sharing 



Danger of Losing Datasets 

• Earlier this year [2011], he advocated the 
archiving of research data and warned that 
already important data have been lost: 

• 1976 ByCensus data lost forever! 

• 2001 Millennium Sport Survey disappeared 
 

       Source: Bacon-Shone, John. “Archiving Research Data in Universities” 
(Powerpoint slides): http://www.lawtech.hk/wp-
content/uploads/2011/01/Session-II-1415-1440-John-Bacon-Shone.pdf 



Universities Service Centre 
 of China Studies,  CUHK 



About the USCCS 

• With a view to promoting quantitative research on contemporary China, 
the Universities Service Centre of China Studies decided in 1995 to start 
collecting machine-readable data. There are a number of hurdles to 
overcome in the process. First of all, it is pioneering to make electronic 
data in China available to public use. Secondly, it is almost impossible to 
convince people there of the idea of data archiving and data-sharing for 
academic purpose, as information is sometimes regarded as intelligence, 
power or commercial goods. Finally, we succeeded in establishing several 
frameworks of academic cooperation in data development; but when the 
data arrived, we had to spend considerable man-hours to perform quality 
control. Frustrations often ensued as errors could not be corrected for one 
reason or another. We only hope that as quantitative research skills and 
professional attitudes improve, the quality of data will also be enhanced. 
The USC-Databank for China Studies can also make a humble contribution 
towards the rise in standard.  
 

http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/


Faculty Involvement Crucial 

We are committed to collaborative efforts to enable data-
sharing for academic study. We wish to thank Prof. Tom 
Lyons who was the first scholar to have gracefully 
deposited the datasets on Economic Geography of 
Fujian of the"Cornell East Asia Series" in our holdings. 
We hereby appeal to individuals and institutions to 
follow his step. Only with your generous support, we 
may be able to better serve the global academic 
community with more quality datasets at lower costs. -  
From Universities Service Centre of China Studies web 
site: http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/Eng/AboutDCS.aspx 

 

http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/Eng/AboutDCS.aspx




China Survey Data Network 
U. of Michigan & Beijing University 

 
Downloadable data include:  
 
• Poverty and Development: CCAP Village Survey (2003)  
• Poverty and Development: CCAP Village Survey (2000) 
• Jiangsu Rural Household Survey （2002）  
• Chinese College Graduates Employment and Skills...         
• China Urban Labor Survey (CULS, 2001)  
• Private Sector Survey (2006)  
• Impacts of Property Rights Reforms: SOEs and TVEs...  
• Gansu Survey of Children and Families, first wave  
 
 http://www.chinasurveycenter.org/csdn_en/ 
 



Public Opinion Programme, HKU 



 



 



 



ELSEWHERE in ASIA… 
 
In 2004 I wrote about Vietnam, where I did some research on its data developments 

as a Fulbright Scholar.  The appeared in the Spring 2004 issue of IASSIST Quarterly, 
a peer-reviewed, open-source online publication from IASSIST the longstanding, 
international community of data archivists, data librarians and data producers, that 
has encouraged cross fertilization across the world, and where I was active as an 
administrative committee member for eight years and also as an advocate for data 
sharing and involvement from Asia.  

      
     Its forthcoming annual conference will be in Washington D.C. June 4-8, 2012. 
 
     IASSIST can be reached at http://www.iassistdata.org 
 
                                                     
 
 
      
 
      

http://www.iassistdata.org/


Future Prospects 

 



Need for in-country Data Archives 

•  …there is as yet no in-country, accessible data 
archive at either the national or the sub-
national level that could serve as the location 
to store the data. Much of the library world 
attention in Vietnam still is on digitizing print 
material, if the digital library is at all part of 
the dialog, and not yet on data files.  

Source: Tsang, Daniel C., “Reflections on a Quest for Social Science Data in Vietnam,” IASSIST Quarterly 28/1 (Spring 2004), 20 
http://www.iassistdata.org/downloads/iqvol281tsang.pdf 



Rapid Change  

All that is rapidly changing, in just less than a 
decade. 

    In Vietnam, for example, thanks to the concerted 
efforts of many international data folks, the 
General Statistics Office has placed an online 
Data Warehouse for two of its largest time series 
data surveys and is about to populate a web-
based Data Archive for publicly available datasets 
that will be  freely downloadable from its site. 

 



International Data Sharing Efforts 

Two prime movers and shakers: 
 
The International Household Survey Network, for providing 

the tools and guidelines used to establish National Data 
Archives.  

 
The Accelerated Data Program from the World Bank and 

PARIS21, for providing technical and financial support for its 
establishment.   

 
I provide several examples from Vietnam on the next slides. 
 
 
 







 







 



 



 









ICPSR Digital Preservation  



 



Digital Curation (ICPSR) 

• Digital curation, which encompasses both data curation and digital 
preservation activities, is the active management and enhancement 
of trusted digital resources across the life cycle.  

• Sound curation practices assure that: 
• Digital content is captured for long-term use and its integrity 

assured 
• Researchers can find and use digital content for secondary analysis  
• Digital content is available in an appropriate form for the 

designated community  
• Privacy is protected for research subjects represented in data 
• Digital content is secured in online, near-line, and offline storage  
• Digital content is stored in preservable formats for current and 

future use  

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/curation/preservation/glossary.jsp?word=Digital+Curation
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/curation/preservation/glossary.jsp?word=Digital+Curation
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/curation/preservation/glossary.jsp?word=Digital+Preservation
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/curation/preservation/glossary.jsp?word=Digital+Preservation


Challenges for Libraries 

• How to help in the life cycle of a research dataset 

• Find out how research data is managed on 
campus 

• Inventory suitable data repositories 

• Digital preservation is not just backing it up 

• IR is not Data Repository 

• Campus IR may not be best for data deposit 

• Deal with data & format migration issues 

• Deal with access issues 

 



Toolkits & Resources 

• DMP Tool: https://dmp.cdlib.org/ 

• DMP online (UK): 
https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/ 

• Data Curation Profiles Toolkit: 
http://www4.lib.purdue.edu/dcp/download 

• SDA Resources: 
http://sda.berkeley.edu/otherarc.htm 

 

 

 

https://dmp.cdlib.org/
https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/
http://www4.lib.purdue.edu/dcp/download


Tooling up and Networking 

• Data Curation Profile Workshop, 6 February 2012, UC 
Irvine (contact dtsang@uci.edu) 

• IASSIST: http://iassistdata.org/; upcoming conference, 
Washington D.C.  4-8 June 2012 

• ICPSR Summer Program: 
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/sumprog 

• UC3 Webinars: 
http://www.cdlib.org/services/uc3/uc3webinars.html 

• DuraCloud Presentations: 
https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/DURACLOUD/DuraC
loud+Presentations 

 

 

 

mailto:dtsang@uci.edu
http://iassistdata.org/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/sumprog/
http://www.cdlib.org/services/uc3/uc3webinars.html
https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/DURACLOUD/DuraCloud+Presentations
https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/DURACLOUD/DuraCloud+Presentations


ICPSR Summer Program  
in Quantitative Methods of Social Research 

Photo credit: ICPSR 

 



Metadata software: A possibility 



Conclusion 

In my 2004 article, “ Reflections on a Quest for Social Science Data in 
Vietnam,” I concluded: 
 
Data sharing is not a one-way effort, not just for researchers in the 
rich countries to obtain data from the developing world. It needs to 
be a two-way road.  

 
     Yet researchers I met in Vietnam are unable to afford data from the 

West.  
      
      We in the data sharing and data archiving community must do 

better in not only technology and expertise transfer but also in 
seeking ways to establish the infrastructure necessary for making 
western data available to developing countries at greatly reduced 
costs… 
 



We’re Done! 
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