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Fantasia  
James Batty 
 
Fantasia is a series of free variations over a ground bass. It explores the tensions 
between standard Western equal-tempered tuning and the more natural system of just 
intonation. The piece is effectively in C major, and each variation introduces one 
more note (along the lines of Ligeti’s Musica Ricercata), gradually getting more and 
more “out of tune” with just intonation, starting with just a C and progressing to the 
most dissonant F# via hints of Romanticism and early jazz.  
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