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with one another. The nationalism that Anderson imagined was a cultural
formation based on the experience of parallel readings of the news, in a kind of
synchronized, progressive race between nations moving across what he, fol-
lowing Walter Benjamin, called “homogeneous, empty time.” In that regard,
one of the key underpinnings and effects of nationalism was secularism—the
emptying out of messianic time and its reduction to “progress.”

I don’t believe it was a coincidence that Anderson understood the historical
significance of the colonial experience as well as he did. He had lived through
the last gasps of the British Empire since childhood and later became a privi-
leged witness to the hopeful beginnings of anticolonial nationalisms. He then
watched the shocking devolution of these nationalisms into counterrevolutions
or war among the newly independent republics. The introduction to Imagined
Communities opens with the deeply troubling problem of nationalist wars
between revolutionary, postcolonial states such as Vietnam, China, and the
Soviet Union. There is in Anderson’s version of nationalism an account of not
only the emancipatory thrill of decolonization but also revolutionary entrap-
ment. Working through disillusion is a key aspect of Anderson’s insights, and
disillusion, even shock, ran deep in this unusually sensitive and engaged author.
Anderson compared the impact of the Indonesian genocide on his life to dis-
covering that one had loved a murderer.

I met Benedict Anderson only once, at a small conference organized at the
University of Chicago in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of Imagined
Communities. I was invited to that event because of the critical essay that I had
published on the work. Apparently Anderson appreciated it. In person, Ben
Anderson was as gentle and amiable as he was cultivated, evenhanded, and
incisive. He made one of the most important social scientific contributions of
the final quarter of the twentieth century. May he rest in peace.

claudio lomnitz, Columbia University
doi 10.1215/00182168-3677651

Arnold J. Bauer (1931–2015)

Arnold J. Bauer—Arnie to just about everyone—passed away on July 30, 2015,
after a sudden case of meningitis. He left a huge community of friends and
family who valued his sense of humor, passion for conversation, and loyalty. He
contributed to Latin American history through wide-ranging and engaging
publications and his work as a teacher and mentor in the United States and Chile.
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Arnie grew up on a farm in northeast Kansas, the subject of his acclaimed
memoir, Time’s Shadow: Remembering a Family Farm in Kansas (2012). The
question of how people worked the land, organized themselves, and related to
broader society underlay much of his work. The US Air Force took him to
Morocco in 1953, sparking an interest in travel and language and a distrust of
US Cold War rhetoric and policies. The GI Bill allowed him to study in Mexico
(at what became the Universidad de las Américas), the beginning of his fasci-
nation with Latin America.1 After several years of unsatisfying work as a
salesman and bohemian life in San Francisco (he held a cocktail party to cele-
brate the Cuban Revolution), he entered graduate school at UC Berkeley in
1964. (He was initially turned down but talked his way in with the aid of James
King.) He fell in love with Chile when conducting research there, a romance
that continued to the end of his life. He taught at UC Davis from 1970 until
retirement in 2005 and ran the University of California program in Santiago,
Chile, for five years.

Well known for his lively and clear prose, Arnie wrote pathbreaking texts
on agrarian history (Chilean Rural Society from the Spanish Conquest to 1930
[1975]), the Catholic Church and society (as editor, La iglesia en la economı́a de
América Latina, siglos XVI al XIX [1986]), and material culture (Goods, Power,
History: Latin America’s Material Culture [2001]). In 2009 he released an aca-
demic mystery regarding a sixteenth-century Mexican codex, The Search for the
Codex Cardona. The Atlantic named his memoir Time’s Shadow one of the top five
books of 2012. He published widely in Chile, including the collection Chile y
algo más: Estudios de historia latinoamericana (2004). He was the author of more
than 50 articles and 60 reviews, characterized by their wit and insight. He
downplayed American academic debates and instead approached broad topics
from the point of view ofcontemporaries (he always asked how common people
lived, which led him to material culture) and how Latin Americans themselves
understood and framed the problemática.

Arnie was a bon vivant, talented vintner (his Dos Patos wine fueled many
social engagements in his beloved Yolo County), and passionate conversation-
alist. The house that he built with his own hands with the late Ward Stavig and
others on Road 96 was the site of many lively meals over the decades, hosting
distinguished guests such as Eric Hobsbawm and Fidel Castro’s brother-in-law.

1. For stories about Mexico in the 1950s and more biographical detail, see Charles
Walker, “Accidental Historian: An Interview with Arnold J. Bauer,” The Americas 69, no. 4
(2013): 493–507. A Spanish translation by Pablo Whipple can be found on my blog at http://
charlesfwalker.com/entrevista-con-arnold-bauer/.
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He loved irony and contradictions and had several endearing ones of his own.
Decades ago he lost much of his hearing in one ear and thus always preferred to
sit outside, even in winter, to avoid crowd noise. Nonetheless, even though he
often struggled to catch every word, he had a fine ear for language (etymology
delighted him) and all types ofconversation. Arnie had no patience with precious
academic prose, bureaucratic obfuscations, or just about anything written or said
that he deemed pretentious. He considered himself an “accidental academic”
because of his farm background and always downplayed his accomplishments,
but he was a keen reader, extraordinary editor, and deep intellectual, without any
of the pretension. I owe him a great debt, as he encouraged and guided me and
read just about every word I have ever published. I fondly remember his nudges
to push further into everyday life or his critique of my writing, including one
marginal comment that my verbose introduction read like a “badly translated
national anthem.”

Chile had a special place in his heart: he always lauded Chileans’ fine sense
of humor, their ability to break bread even among political enemies, and the
scenic valleys and coastal ranges that he so loved to visit. In 2005 the Chilean
government granted him the Order of Merit Gabriela Mistral (Orden al Mérito
Docente y Cultural Gabriela Mistral), Chile’s highest honor for foreigners, for
his contributions to education and culture. On April 10, 2016, Chile com-
memorated him in a ceremony that he would have loved. His widow, Danielle
Greenwood, friends, and students gave tribute to Arnie at the San José del
Carmen hacienda, El Huique, in the Colchagua Valley outside Santiago. After
the tribute, we deposited his ashes (not all—some will be spread in Kansas) in
the hacienda’s lovely chapel with a plaque that stressed his enduring love affair
with Chile.

He is left by Danielle; his daughter, Rebecca; her children Lily, Frank, and
George; and his stepchildren Lucy, Jonah, Colby, and Colton. In addition, he
had a large community of friends, students, and admirers, many of whom
collaborated to create the Arnie Bauer Memorial Fund for Chilean students to
study in Davis and for Davis students to conduct research in South America.

charles walker, University of California, Davis
doi 10.1215/00182168-3677663
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