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Hijo de la Luna

symphonic poem

Paulina Derska



Orchestra:

2 flutes (the 2nd changes to piccolo

2 oboes (the 2nd changes to english horn)

2 Bb clarinets (the 2nd changes to bass clarinet)

2 bassoons

2homsin F
2 trumpets
2 trombones

tuba

6 percussion players:

4 timpani

castanets

slapstick

triangle

2 suspended cymbals

vibraphone (played with bow and mallets)
tubular bells

glockenspiel

crotals (played with bow and mallets)
tambourine

thunder sheet

temple blocks

tom toms

bass drum

piano

harp

I violins (14)
II violins (12)
violas (8)
cellos (6)

double basses (4)



;,f,:fﬂ/ﬁ:go: Flute - lip bending, obtained by changing the arrangement of the lips and jaw, and directing the flow
Y mf of air in a different spot of the flute, bending back the instrument at the same time.
Fast passeges
based on the scale ¢ DI’ Eb FGAB
”””””” fral ~ T
ord [ —
o m Flute - fast passages between the given pitches, based on the given scale.
& I }
S !
1/2 air
a3
:é S eleh Flute - a passage on the given pitches that gradually slows down. The passages speeding up have the
o Bk beams placed in the crescendo-like direction.

Flute - the pitches given in the frames have to be performed in
whichever direction, which is symbolized with the wind rose. The
1/2 gir ‘ 1/2 air ] speed of the desired figure is marked with the slanting lines, in the

L) S upper, left corner of the frame: one line - low, two - middle and
three - high speed. When the marking of rallentando or
accelerando appears, the figure has to be slowed down or speeded
up. The comma in brackets marks the breath, that can be changed
when needed. Above the whole frame, there is also a way to
perform it marked: 1/2 air, frullato or ordinario. If the figure
finishes in a moment that is not obvious - like the end of the bar -
then the brace explains it giving the overall duration, for example 5
crotchets.

cgs:.‘
S ]3 N\

Woodwind instruments: the slanting lines, above the thrill marking, make reference to the speed
with which it has to be performed. Sometimes, the thrills have to be slowed down or speeded
up, that is also marked with the slanting lines (one - low, two - medium, three - high speed). The
——— i — pitch that has to be thrilled is always given in the score, as sometimes the thrilled sound is
placed below the main one.

\
\\
\

oo

A ﬁ‘i Lability of the sound - the given pitch with this marking has to wave when it comes to the

p = ———— intonation, by a microtone up or down. The end of the effect is marked with the 'ord.".
% The lability of a big amplitude (up to 3/4 of the tone)
% The lability of a small amplitude (up to 1/4 of the tone).
% Air sound, marked with a changed notehead and, additionally, the 'air' mark above the note.

. @ Tairwalves off gradually
GE: i Trumpet - letting the walves off gradually, performing the air sound.

Horn - the pitches joined with a slanting line have to be performed quasi glissando - which in

#fj";' the case of the horn means a cromatic passage between the given pitches, as fast as possible.
é Timpani - the susurrus effect, obtained by rubbing the membrane of the timpani with the brushes.
I — If the effect finishes in an ambiguous moment, the brace explains it giving the overall duration,

— for example 2 crotchets.

%% Vibraphone - glissando between two pitches, always performed downwards. To obtain the desired

effect, the player has to play the first pitch with a hard mallet and then, closing it tight, slide on the
bar stock up to playing the second pitch with a soft mallet.
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Vibraphone - the dead stroke effect, obtained by hitting the pitch, followed by muting it almost immediately,
by not lifting the mallet just after performing the hit.

Vibraphone - lifting the F# bar stock up.

Vibraphone - the end of the previous symbol (in a different octave).

Vibraphone - the ‘wow' effect, obtained by making the air above the bar stocks move even more, by waving
the hands to obtain the even bigger sound vibration.

Harp - the cluster hit in the strings, in the lowest register of the nstrument.

Harp - fast glissandos, as far down, as possible, starting from the given pitches.

Harp and the strings - fast and short glissandos upwards.

Harp - glissando in a shape given by the lines, up to the lowest possible sound in such a short time.

Harp - the echo effect, obtained by repeating the pitches given in the brackets with lower dynamics.

Harp - glissando, in which both of the hands meet in the middle register and after that come back to
the positions from which they have started.

Harp - glissando that takes a half note up to the highest pitch possible to obtain in this time.

Harp - one crotchet glissandos, starting in the register approximately marked by the given pitches.



% Harp - to put the tuning fork in the C2 or C1 string and place it on the body of the instrument.

Harp - to pluck the strings with the nail.

% Harp - to stop the pedal in the middle between two given pitches, to obtain the buzzling sound
— of the stopped strings.
» PP g
Strings - the slanting lines above the tremolando stand for speeding it up or
P slowing down. In some parts of the score, the instruments perform the
s z 4 Z ’ . .
bo=—/——=,,  bo=——= classical tremolandos - when one line between the notes means the slowest
and three lines the fastest tremolando, in the other parts however, the
- — mp tremolandos have to be gradually slowed or speeded up, which is symbolized
with the slating lines.
C spost ; o
] - D
_ Strings - the three lines stand for a glissando not performed simultaneously by all of the
mf’ mp players from the group.
p e B Strings - tremolando between the given pitch and its' harmonics, two octaves above.

Strings - a glissando performed tremolo, up to the highest pitch possible in

igh ggister _——
dofo dV

:T,;_ glisser the given time.
. 7 ] W s Violas and cellos - gradually finishing the sound by the players, always after
:é — e a quaver, in the given moments, marked by the numbers (8 - the 8th viola
D o B;B: player, 7 - the 7th, etc). Finally, the sound is performed only by the two last
v AN A players, that finish it with a harmonic. The whole effect is to be performed

diminuendo, to obtain the quieter, almost echo-like sound.

[ ord.,
9 Cellos and double basses - changing from the harmonic to the ord. sound
gradually.
Sul A
g ‘Q N Cellos and violas - fast glissandos downwards, on the string given above.
—_— T —

Strings - for quite a long time, the parts should be performed only /egafo. The end of it is
tutto legato . .
marked in the score with fine tutto legato words.

A
E The highest possible pitch.

The lowest possible pitch.

“




molto vibrato Double basses - after this marking, the whole part should be performed with only one
Sliding 1 finger finger that slides to the next pitches. It is marked additionally with the lines, that stand
for glissandos, between the next pitches. The end of this articulation is marked with
the ord. word.

The instrumentalist playing the vibraphone needs to have two double bass bows to his disposal, together with a rosin to be able to produce a
good sound. The vibraphone part should be performed with the pedal, but the pedalisation is free to be decided by the player, unless it is
given in the score. The instrumentalis playing the crotals also needs to have a bow to his disposal.

It is a transposing score. The whole piece lasts 11 minutes.



Hijo de la Luna is a symphonic poem. It consists of only one part, but it is
possible to observe different stages that are connected with the story from an
old Gypsy legend about the Goddess of Moon.

It is a story of a Gypsy woman that decides to go to the mountains to beg the
Moon Goddess to help her marry a Gypsy man from another tribe. The Moon
agrees but asks for the woman's first-born child as payment. The woman
accepts the offer and, as a result she gets to celebrate the wedding with her
beloved man. After the child is born, his skin is the whitest white and his eyes
are grey, even though both of the parents have dark skin and dark eyes. Of
course, it is because it is the Goddess' son, not the Gypsy's. Unfortunately, the
man presumes that the baby is not his and stabs his wife to death in a fit of
rage. He takes the child and flees into the wild, where he abandons the child to
die.

The epilogue adds that the baby is said to live happily ever after with the
Moon as his mother. When the child cries, the Moon wanes to cradle and
comfort him.

The story, because of its' charm and dreamlike atmosphere, encouraged me to
depict it musically. The musical poem can be divided into different stages,
based on the legend: the introduction of the kingdom of the Moon; the
appearance of the Gypsy woman; the deal the two women make together; the

Gypsy wedding with all the pairs dancing and swirling around, interrupted
three times by the Goddess reminding about the pact; the birth of the weird
child up to the cruel murder in the end. Both of the worlds - the Moon and the
Gypsy one - have their own harmonic, rhythmical and coloristic
characteristics and the element that links them - the Child - is the mix of the
chosen features.






Hijo de la Luna

Transposing score

Paulina Derska
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