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Victor Rangel
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To Dream of Jasmines

2019

for Chamber Orchestra and Film

Written for the Houston Symphony Resilient Sounds project, June 2019
Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Music Director; Jimmy López, Composer-in-Residence



The dynamic and vivid music of Mexican-American composer and clarinetist Victor

Rangel (b.1996) seeks to represent the emotional essence of stories, processes,

sentences, and sometimes just words.  Rangel’s approach is to depict pure impressions

of a subject after one abstracts its content.  This is influenced by the study of formal

logic, which assesses arguments by stripping away the content–thus getting rid of any

ambiguity and vagueness naturally created by language–in order to fully and solely

assess the form.  

Commissions for Rangel’s music have come from distinguished groups and individuals

such as the Houston Symphony, Houston Grand Opera Co., AURA Contemporary

Ensemble, Apollo Chamber players, and Chester Rowell (clarinet).  Rangel’s music has

also been performed by University of Georgia Rote Hund Muzik, Kaitlyn Stavinoha

(soprano), Erika Lawson (viola), Richard Nunemaker (clarinet), Andres Gonzalez

(violin), among others.  Rangel has appeared on Houston Public Media (KUHF) and

has collaborated with the Houston Ballet Academy, Houston Grand Opera High

School Voice Studio, and the Aurora Picture Show.   Awards for his compositions

include two University of Houston Sarofim Composition Awards (2015 and 2017)

(undergraduate division) and the American Festival for the Arts Composition

Departmental Award.  

As a clarinetist, Rangel has performed with orchestras, wind bands, chamber orchestras,

pit orchestras, jazz ensembles, and several chamber groups. Rangel frequently plays

clarinet and bass clarinet for the Houston Sinfonietta, Clear Lake Symphony Orchestra,

and the Pasadena Philharmonic Orchestra.  

Rangel has studied composition with Rob Smith, David Ashley White, and Michael

Remson, and clarinet with Chester Rowell and Bernadetta Nguyen. Currently, he is

pursuing a bachelor's degree in Music Composition, with additional studies in clarinet

performance, and a minor in Philosophy at the University of Houston.



Written for the Houston Symphony Resilient Sounds project, June 2019

Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Music Director; Jimmy López, Composer-in-Residence

To Dream of Jasmines is an orchestral and visual interpretation of the Syria that we have

discovered through conversations with Syrian refugee Dayana Halawo and her family,

the Syria that we have seen through the lens of contemporary media and news, and the

relationship between the two.   The work stands as a reminder that the present-day

narrative of a war-torn Syria exists within a history extending far beyond us in every

direction, inextricable from the Syria that was–and still is–colloquially known as the

land of jasmine flowers. In weaving audio interview segments, dream-like visuals, news

clips, and documentary-style footage through and orchestral score that follows the

journey of a woman trying to save her family, we hope to work through what it means to

be uprooted and displaced, while still pushing forward into a new life.

© 2019Victor Rangel (ASCAP)

All Rights Reserved

Premiered on June 11, 2019 in White Oak Music Hall in Houston, TX,

by the Houston Symphony conducted by Christopher Rountree.

–Erica Cheung and Victor Rangel

2019

Victor Rangel

Film by Erica Cheung

To Dream of Jasmines
for Chamber Orchestra and Film



Instrumentation

Duration: ca. 12 minutes

www.victorrangelmusic.com

Transposed Score

victorrangelcomposer@gmail.com

Flute

Clarinet

Oboe

Bassoon

2 French Horns

Trumpet

Timpani

Percussion (2 players)

I. Glockenspiel, Toms (Low, Middle, High), Congas (Low, High), 

Sus. Cymbal, Brake Drum, Tam-tam, Spring Coil, Anvil

II. Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Vibraphone, Crotales

Harp

Celesta

Strings

Please contact the composer for film and other performance materials
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Duration: ca. 12 minutes

Video Start

∑

U
Start after "...Like a movie, like a dream"

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

for Chamber Orchestra

Victor Rangel

Written for the Houston Symphony Resilient Sounds project, June 2019
Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Music Director; Jimmy López, Composer-in-Residence

To Dream of Jasmines
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