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Ema Stapleton

Threnody for a Butterfly



Program Notes for 'Threnody for a Butterfly' 

This piece tells the story of the life and untimely death of a butterfly. Each section outlines

a different stage of its life.

Section A

A caterpillar is born. At first he is slow, but soon he begins to discover the world around

him, his curiosity represented by the marimba. 

Section B

The caterpillar builds his cocoon and then rests in it. The stagnancy of his position inside

the cocoon is emphasised in this section. Some small flutters signify that the butterfly is

about to break the cocoon, and at the end of the section the butterfly, represented by the

flute, bursts out into the air.

Section C

The butterfly flies through the air contentedly in this section. The piece has an ambiguous

tonality to illustrate the movement of the butterfly from place to place, never resting long. 

Section D

Unfortunately, the butterfly stumbles into an area that isn't familiar to him. The music

becomes darker and sinister melodies weave together. The butterfly has found himself

inside a spider's web. Stabbing chords signify the moment the butterfly sees the spider, and

the butterfly experiences a moment of panic before a battle commences. The butterfly fights

to get free but loses, and is killed at the hands of the spider.

Section E

This section serves as a funeral march for the butterfly, sadly proclaiming his death. It

echoes section A to imply that life goes on and a new caterpillar will be born to take his

place.
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