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The Almanacs of the
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n Francisco Bay Region, 1850-1861:
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B ;
Y Tanis Thorne
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: value of
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The neglect of nineteenth-century almanacs has even
oxtended to those pubfished during one of the most
studied periods in American history — gold-rush

California. of par[icular value are the almanacs pub-
lished in the San Francisco Bay area between 1850 and
1861. An analysis of these almanacs confirms their po-
tential usefulness fora wide range of scholarly pursuits.
indicating they should be ranked with newspapers and
magazines in their value as historical sources and in the
insights they provide into the everyday life of a com-

munity-
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of individuals in state government and.prlvatfz .emerr;
prise to collect and disseminate accurate mformatlog 0 :
resources, the California almanacs performed t-he lu?
function of presenting in cheap,_ summary form ('aj
useful to the resident farmers, miners, merchants, an

legislators, as well as serving as an advertising brochure
for prospective immigrants.

Though little remains of publishers’ records from this
time, one would surmise that steamer as well as local
editions of almanacs would be highly marketable. In
contrast to the San Francisco newspapers, the al-
manacs appealed to a wider readership; they were
scrupulously non-partisan and contained more pages: 2
The California Register and Statistical Reporter for
1856 (San Francisco: Eureka Office, 1856) exemplifies
the pervasive broad organizational principle behind
almanac-making, listing such topics in its table of con-
lents as A description of Mountains, Hills, Valleys,
Volcanoes, etc; length of principal Rivers, their naviga-
tion, sources, etc,,” “Manufactories, Flour and Saw
Mills, and Improvements of al| kKinds,” “*Number of
Indians, and description of Indian Reservations,” A
description of Associations. Colleges, Schools, etc.*”

The topical, factual information in almanacs w
rarely original. Nineteenth—cemury
characterislically editorial exercises, t
tions of second-hand materials derived

as
almanacs were
hat is, compila-
from newspaper

( tate Almanac for
1856 (San Francisco: J.p. Bogardus, 1856), for exam-
ple, cites the returns made by the assessors to the state
surveyor-general as the source for “Live Stock in State
in 1855 (p.69): and in Carrie & Damon’s California
Almanac for 1856 (San Francisco: Carrie & Damon,
1856) the Prices Curre

nt and Shippine List, published
by Johnson and Doyl

e, Is quoted for their ““Table of
Exports™ (p.27). Acknowledgements were the excep-

tion rather than the rule, however,

The fact that almanacs contain little that is original
qualifies, but does not necessarily diminish, the value of
these publications. Forin some instances. the almanac

searcher a welcome alternative to sifting
> O Magazines in search
of such data a5 ann i

production statistics.
» although the pilfered source 1S Not cited,
the almanac may direct the seeker to other records: for
EXample, in the 858 edition
Rosenfield’s Californi
lexicon: “The Vocabulary of the Kah
Kah-So Wah Indians™ i i
itself may be rare; the citation could leg
byJ.H. Riley of interest to liney:

At the very least, the

almanac Serves as g valuable
cross-reference for the scholar, for the information

California at least) is generally accurate. Forone thing,
the data in the California Farmer,the Transactiony of
the State Agricultiral Society, the reports of the syr-
veyor general, and the almanacs js highly inlerchung&

(in

. ardus s
able. For example. the source .tor _J-l:]'is[iz.im-awd
statistics on agricultural Pmd“‘:“mi miscoi Bogardus
California Almanac for 1857 (San F_lfmlc b the j,mr'nﬂf‘
and Buswell, 1857) indirectly or Idncct‘?/ il Stale i
of the Fourth Session U_f'!l_'ff‘ L"?"""f““f] te(-}{el'!'- 1853:
é‘ah’f'orniu (San Francisco: G?O‘I g[_l_eqpondenceo
pp.34-62): this is clear from the (‘:EOSC L? 1':1'115' Another
the content and organization of the mfm,:h;wnaﬁ is the
indication of the reliability ot‘th‘e daté ina ilation of San
agreement within .66 inches of the Lon(f.s almanac ©
Francisco rainfall given in the Bogar el Soci-
1857 and those recorded by the State Agri
in 18741 . il

el};\]tnbfl:st‘ almanacs preserve infornla.llofzgt_)r]_] utching
original source has been lost or destroy i ﬁ”.]@,‘é_ﬂ(P'
and Rosenfield in their Cuii/i)rumAhmmtief; n Califor”
24) present a note on **Chinese Comp'an eriodical rare
nia” taken from the Baptist Cfr(_-ulm" ‘lﬁese Californ?
today. Hubert H. Bancroft considered t .o History ¢
almanacs an important source for hés rinte e
California, listing thirteen almapac serl s )
tween 1850 and 1870, in his references-’ bee?

The typographical import of.alm'cmz‘csd complex M
recognized, for throughout their long f.l"uj for the P
tory, there has been a constant de'ﬂ‘li;rces of PAS
cheap literature. Promising regular sO dustry-
almanacs were a staple of the printing
Brigham notes.

- llus
‘ il el..l
No publication. excepting the newspap

trates more clearly and consecutlvel\}f/e[rl;;3 : Unf
of printing in any town, for neml‘ly “ fitse -
firm issued an almanac and I_helg”"e .
ance was regular and certain. i
Not surprisingly, then, almanacs — ‘:'Iogi
Proclamations, newspaper sheets. notlcexﬁrs
and other broadsides — were some Ofth?ges_ . o0
in English to come off California Presb‘m ré CIShic
Cowan, in his investigation of early Saf ©" .

” -tant bi
booksellers. used them as an importan
Source, 'o

wit
r“_]C it

ftc imp]_m[&

1= RO

oS
. at mll‘lt. )
COI‘III'EU’}’ to the popular supposition ltah Un‘l.ﬂﬂnél;
Cowboys, and other frontiersmen Were-P sonsti “Fens.
illiterate, the new residents of California L’u') iC"‘“t.j‘."
sizable market for local and importet_lol?]i[el"ﬂ”:;,;y
especially novels and the cheaper fo',.mb ensiver five
As almanacs were utilitarian and ‘”?IXFS(,[. i ”_Bg,\'
found aready market. Between 1850 amﬁ.ﬁnc'f o
almanacs were published in [he. San' conc ine
area, ™ and many of these went into 5€ be dete™™ -
(The number of almanacs printed canﬂot‘ ,endorP i
from the available records, but Robb S.d%llesfh'“[:u1
thor of 4 merica and Her Almanacs., esnlﬂf:lvlf k ]UU;%F("
almanac wys printed in from three w'on wele .
copies. ') The peak periods in Pubhcalll]en niné
When ten were printed. and 1859. W
printed,
Resembling ap

nd siz¢
they wer

amphlet in format i"l_i.ul-ninz
€ six by eight inches). the Cali
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of the fifties ranged in number of pages from sixt
{hrec or it'“otur hundred, the avemge‘dbeing Ron;efvehnef'g
hetween fifty and ¢ ; i .
sored an u]limdn':\dc ‘}(:}'?\31;?(-) ?oﬁli]bl]Sh-er‘Often e
| N b ! ' r years.’® The wide
<N vm!cly of the materials included in almanacs in
_Cuht'omia as elsewhere. was the key to their z\dj\pt';b;l'
ity and continuing marke[ability:lhéreis poetry(diz:]ec;
_|})kes and literary anecdotes: recipes for eve‘rythina
h:um home cures for poison ivy to cleaning solutionsﬁ
historical notes and essays. and tables o} slatisticai
information. Advertisements are a constant feature
from the nineteenth-century onwards: ads for drug-
gists, doctors. printers, engravers. stationers, and mer-
chants are prevalent.
Somewhat surprisingly.

which enjoyed much popularity in other sections of
fest themselvesin California dur-

f course for the medical al-

manacs. There are no political almanacs. as such, serv-
ing the causes of abolitionism., temperance, or aspiring
candidacy: neither are there religious. prognosticating
or trade almanacs. and there is only one example of a
anac. The city was evidently absorbed in the
controversies over vigilantism and city reform and was
removed from the social and political issues shaking the
rest of the country. Perhaps also, the social and political
institutions in the new city had not had time to stablize
sufficiently to support interest group publications.
s e e Many almanac titl-es do contain the names of occupa-
" tional groups: for instance. there is the California
Merchant’s and Miners’ Almanac and the Farmers’

and Miners' A Imanac for California. These titles. how-
ever. are less a reflection of the content than of an
attempt to attract a certain buying public.

Fortunately, a great number of these publications of
the fifties contain detailed tables of contents, and in not
a few instances, extensive indices as well. perusal of
the contents of these eclectic publications sugg
usefulness for many different kinds. o‘f study. L
value for the investigation of California S_eé}rly agriet-
ture, medicin€, commerce. art, and mining

the specialty almanacs,

-qu—..-. &

COMp I s I...'l-i‘_'h‘:‘l’lv jw it present, 3 .
5 it ' i America, do not mant
ing the fifties. except O

rr?:,(-r.p E‘.V'.',é_,.
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< Benls £ T 3 &
or wife
Wile—meets her on the wl
s whinrl,

comic alm

est their
Their

are im-
mediately apparent. Emerging f'_rom the nature of the
are categores

material themselves of almanacs wihu:h
respond to broad areas of research, for cer-
ontain

7 hly corre .
s isco almanacs © more of one kind
A typology can. therefore.
f the kind of data that

Pesput e vise of euicides

Theo Inst of poor B.

ion than another.

be constructed on the basis O ]
ominates in each category- There is some overlap-

the almanacs (especially in the foreign lan-
but they can be categorized as follows:
medical, cultural, and encyclopedic.
Imanac most useful to the study
{ in San Francisco in the
Editorial matter of in-
rchants and consumers and a large amount
aracterizes this genre. Not uncom-
are incorporated in these
incorporated in

pred
ping among
guage ones).
business, foreign,

perhaps the type of a
of commercial developmen
1850s is the business almanac.

terest to me
of advertising ch
business directories

monly
if you will, almanacs are

almanacs (or,
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business directories): this may be a development uni-
que to San Francisco, for I have not encountered this
phenomenon elsewhere: continual updating of com-
mercial directories were made imperative by the nature
of the “*instant’’ city’s growth: the extensive and rapid
commercial development, the destructive fires, and the
numerous rebuildings. A special point is made of men-
tioning these almanac-directories here, although the
usefulness of business directories has long been recog-
nized by scholars (Roger Lotchin, for example, relies
on four city directories for his conclusions about land
use in his chapter *““The Pattern and Chaos of Growth*’
in San Francisco 1846-1856: From Hamlet to ¢ ity),*
for the title **almanac”’ may have obscured the direc-
tories from view. The J.P. Bogardus series (1854-1857)
has a hundred to a hundred and fifty advertisers listed in
the index of each volume, 22

A fund of information on the process of San
Francisco’s urban development can be found in the

business almanacs. The aspirations of business people

ing the advertlsements; de-

careers of city pioneers ¢
Almanach Francais pour 1859 (San Francisco: Henry
Payot, 1859) and W. F. Herrick and Octavian Hoggs’
San Francisco Almanac Jor 1859 (San Francisco: Her-

rick and Hoogs. 1859) are examples of almanacs which
have considerable information on commerce anq ur
banization. Not only do they contain extensive direc-
tories, a fact not generally known. but they include a
special kind of material on urbanization which makes
them worthy of note. ;
Written for the French population of San Franc1§clf:'
the 146-page Almanach Francais pour 1859 (wWhic z;'
incidentally, went into two editions in 1859) enclosesn_
directory exclusively of French people in every C?he
ceivable trade. It is thus a remarkable document f(-)rthe
investigation of the French immigrant population m934
city; Esther Jerabek admonished as long ago as ]ro-
that researchers doing work on immigrants could ps :
fitably avail themselves of foreign-language almanact f.or
The San Francisco Almanac for 18591s impOrtaf‘Onal
its architectua] engravings as well as for its ?xcep“ San
directory. Included are business directories for ar-
Francisco, Sacramento., Marysville, and S[.O(:kmn(’huS
ranged by profession instead of alph"‘benca“y.kse -
facilitating research on special topics, such as b00 ately
ing, Printing. or medicine. In addition, apProxlmuse&
thirty €ngravings by W.C. Butler of fire h;’, they
churches, and other public buildings are inCIUdellingO
are accompanied by short, descriptive essays. (€ the
the construction of the structures and enumeral?enliﬂ ’
officers of the group occupying the building. T
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ing historian on California architecture makes refer-
ence to this almanac.**

Ano.[hﬂl' area of investigation for which almanacs are
gf;:;g'\:ﬂi:’ U.‘x‘_c(il‘:l"is the study of mcd‘icul pl';lCtiC;S.
this ﬂinétlc:;l:&i;] L't:mgc_m the methods of healing during
rivaled pate Lw,l“."\.’: \«'cgctuhlc_ ;n?d waler Gl
h"m@tﬁp‘i[:}cwuz)l '??Ld[c'n:f‘-_PI'C%CI'.I‘DIILTI‘I drugs and
Ty ctoné;- u lng the fifties. C zll!inrnm had no regu-
conditions fi”zjlns:;]\:-‘ho could practice and under what
CQﬂStitu[éJ dl‘W ‘I> -tjltf was no ngl'c‘gnwnl as to what

N professional standards.**
medi;f’;?fh‘cfﬁflvc‘st‘u‘dy has yet been done on early
SR g lhc Lf]ux uj C ul|‘t0rnm: though ccll'lum usg')ccls.‘
]eading phcgi(?}'111QJng‘ of hospitals and l?t(wgr-;llal1|cs of
o best tz. _(;ldﬂ-.‘:, 'hd\’C hccn. treated. “I he ICHLI&H‘IL“):'
Curing pr-lc[!'y}-)u almost entirely the ““unorthodox
therefire . yiLCLS (by 'Cumcmp(l)rury sl.umlm'ds) upd.
C(’”Cge-[;-jliéjdlh,e erroneous lmpnlzsmun that a few
p"aCtilion‘c:l-c- octors _murmg.th.c mines were thc only
histsHigal r_"’ n th fifties. This impression belies the
about (he ‘lVCI-‘u) -f.Ol not o‘nly was th‘cre no consensus
STiStiham: o supumrlt)f ot one he‘allng mglhod over
in the ﬁ,lftr’!onl:e’r C ullf‘nn'u@ Of[t‘.l:l had h.llle ChUlC‘C
i”adequat(e f'-h _Lilllh facilities L-)l all kinds were
the Pioneer.- t C 121[e§ were exorbitant, and many of
i profes- lv‘vele too [splzltal to tz}l‘\'e advantage o!_th.e

ssional services even if they could afford

I,} i ”

il L Lk
RN AT T

i
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them. Many were forced to resort to self-prescription
and to the services of medical quacks.?’

Any complete discussion of the medical practices in
the fifties would include the apothecaries and their pa-
tent medicine wares and the water- and vegetable-cure
physicians.** Almanacs are an obvious source for such
astudy. for druggists frequently advertised in otherwise
sponsored these publications. A researcher could exp-
lore this advertising for clues to the contemporary prac-
tices. the kinds of ailments which fell into the domain of
the apothocary.” and the relative prosperity of these
unorthodox physicians. For example. one medical his-
torian mentions a Dr. Youngin passing. describing him
as a “"quack with a conscience,”” whose talents for
promotion had brought him considerable prosperity in

the city.* As Dr.J.C. Young wasa major advertiser in
nac series, 1836-1859,

the Farmers' and Miners’ Alma
we been gathered by

additional information could he

consulting these almanacs.
C. Morril, E.S. Holden. Reddington and Company.

ark & White were almanac publishers
in the fifties.” Occasionally, these advertising organs
contained a gratis piece of medical advice orarecipe for
aremedy and could. therefore. be a potential source for
a folklorist.*
Almanacs are
search: literary history

and a firm called P

also valuable for another kind of re-
or the study of folk-speech.* Of

=—
=
R 2

i



particular note here are the Farmers’ and M{ncr.&"
Almanac series (1856-1859) printed by the Franklin Of.
fice, and its more enduring contemporary, the

California Merchants' and Miners’ Almanac series

tion and oicotypification of themes ang prototypes,
These publications would be » fitting starting point for
exploring the impact of the frontier on the Californian’s
imagination: do these publications reflect
literary forms and social attitudes (such as
wards the Chinese, anticol

indigenous

Like the Farmers’ qng Miners’ and the Merchanes
and Miners’ almanacs, the Californiq p
Almanac series: 1858-1861

as to instruct jtg readers,

ictorigl

€ art historjap, Often there
he page i the Californiq
Ngs represent wide range of

are two illustralions to t
Pictorials, and the engravi
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Califaraia phenomena. The 1858 vglume. for exoarrzpiiee
contains pictures of the **Shrine of S??ornia."
Guadalupe “The Road Runner Of”Cﬂd'. = Ham
“Miners Toming and Sluicing.™ and l? 1a !
dango™™ among many others. Following ¢ Oi'enginlhe
heels of the re naissance in American woodecutti vork of
18405, these almanacs contain examples of the ‘Vance.
the best loca] artist-engravers of the day: R.H.‘ gy
Charles Nahl,” William Keith, Tht’maS_Ayr?b'es un-
Butler, Eastman. Loomis. Armstrong (f_lrS[-mqumanaC
known), and Mmany more. The peak pen:nod n ;e finest
illustration in California was 1856 to 1363.' a”.qt ictorial
pieces are to pe found in J.M. Hutchings's p
almanacs, 1
Hutchings was 2 promoter of Cﬂm‘)m!a: ::j]?”us-
name is assBciated with the first Phomgrap}:llciondel'&
trative representations of California’s natu'i a daguer-
On his tourist trips of 1854 and 1855, he took ¢ he first
reian with him whenever possible. and he WIIIZY and to
to take g photographer into the Yosemite \,Nbed Whit-
the top of Mount Whitney.* Hutchings _C“mD]_ Albert
ney with Californija'g first resident botanist, ; .accom'
Kellogg: ang thus illustrations of nali\{e pmsin: ages of
panied by brjef notes, find their way into the pag
these almanacs. o Jargely ab-
The California Pictorial Almanacs yemre ;' s1ratee
Stracted from Hutchings's catifornia 1
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Magazine, a publication which was so popular in its day
that, according to Robert E. Cowan. it “*was read al-
Tost out of existence. " ** Hutchings recurrent themes
:[l::: ::e m“_"i"g I’Cgiops and the natural wopdcrs of the
reflect SPeC""”Y the Sierra Nevadu).‘zmd his almanacs
F‘U'nw'rT a mus:h m‘m-c substantative way than lhe'
almana:- uil:cl Miners' and l‘hc /l/](:,-(:/,(.”‘”x' 'uml Miners
Olm“edS‘ t 'e C‘ultural fr"onum's.ot"( 21]”0!'!1]2!. As Roger
find }n , writes, Hutchings “give us a picture hard to
any other source.™" "
the;néus,'. l.n‘aqdnjf’” to their value for the art historian.
searchaéf“”“" 1."'"”"“/ may be found useful for re-
and dev:I the Sierra Nevada (sugh as the exploration
advancemopment o_f the Yosemite Valley) or on the
native pl; en‘t of SCicnce (the early docum?mzmon of
tion thi') ants anq amfnals). Roger lested 8 observa-
wide| al ,H”‘Chmgs s more .tec:hmcal articles were
in th Y pirated suggests their significance and authority
e day.n

enz:(;(l)am category of almanacs to be Qisc?nssed is the
on 3 wigedl,c type, publications containing information
these fac;3 gdnely of general knowledge. Examples of
Annugl R-) 99](8 are the Cualifornia State /_4lm(mm- unfl
nal Offic ¢ister (Sacramento: Democratic State Jour-
Statistic e’, 1835 and 1356)- lhe.C(l/l_'f())'Hlu Register ul'lt/
ter, ;m;” Reporter (cited earlier), and the State Regis-
rancisc Year Book of Facts (Sacramento and San
1859). O [respectively|: James Queen. 1857 and
lhist)', : CO"“"ast to the other categories gt almar'mcs.
and lit:)] contains no fictional material, no |I.|ustrat|0n‘s,
are degie or no advertising. The encyclopedic alm'an'ac.s
ata lufnsd to be accurate compendiums of st'atlstlcal
mecl:lanie,ul to t‘hf-‘ merchants. agrlculturallst. and
¢s of California. To the extent that the €ncy-
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clopedic almanacs succeeded in their purpose and in-
sofar as they are the only record of certain information.
they are useful today as annual summaries of data on
the development of the state’s resources.

The California State Almanac and Annual Register
was printed by the state printer. These two publications
include statistics on the capital wealth and the agricul-
tural production of the state for 1852, the election re-
turns of 1853 and 1854, a count of livestock in the state
by county. and assorted other data. That the utmost
care was taken to assure that the information was accu-
rate is indicated by the inclusion of errata pages and the
editiorial note at the end of the 1856 volume.** The same
concern for accuracy is evident in the State Register
and Year Book of Facts, compiled in 1857 and 1859 by

**Salutatory”" for the 1857 vol-

Henry Langley. In the 1857 vol
ume, Langley writes that the object of the publication is

“to present a volume of convenient size and price
which contains a reliable and comprehensive descrip-
tion of the resources of the state of California,...a
useful and convenient work of reference to all classes of
the community.” The information had been obtained.
Langley said, from reliable sources: a_t!wousand state
and federal officers as well as private citizens engaged
in developing the state’s resources; over four thousand
pages of responses were collated. For the 1859 \./olu-me.
Langley claims that two thousand communications
were mailed to reliable authorities; the second volume,
according to the editor. is even more c_omplete. _Unc!er
«Gtatistics'* and **Resources”’ t_here.ls extensive in-
formation on the status of the citrus industry, wagon
roads, libraries, newspapers. manufa_ctures, etc. l_30th a
table of contents and an index are in eac'h.edmon.
The encyclopedic almanacs should be utilized, along

.%,_ St
G A=l
B

el

el

0.



44

JOURNAL of the WEST

with John Hittell’s well—k(réownF?EdCi\:ic?l}Areliiii;zd
& California (San ncisco: A, !
f;g}‘o)lfgse; gotjlcide to the state’s economic def\.'eIo([j:u?heensté
For this purpose at least one‘schol.ar has Ollln hese
fact-books useful: Joseph Ellison c.;tes Langley’s '
umes as a source for his Cah'forma am.l' n'w‘ N}f)ar-mn,
1850-1869 (Berkeley: Univers1t)_/ pf Cahfgrmal tliss.
1927). Authors of histories of mining, fishing, u*in er-
ing, and agriculture® could utilize the fact-bloo s.‘xrn-
stead of relying on the 1850 and 1860 census figures as
has heretofore been the general practice. |
Other scholars besides Robert Cowan, Joseph Elli-
son, Harold Kirker, and Hubert Bancroft could have
employed the San Francisco Bay area almanacs. Re-
corded in them is material for the‘ study of_urbetn c[e-
velopment, art history. literary hlSl.Ol'y. printing his-
tory, folklore, immigrant groups, biography, anq the
development of the state’s resourcefs. The alr_nanac of
the nineteenth-century was a flexible .medlu-m th.at
adapted itself to the requirements of frontier Callformz}.
Although a strong inheritance from East Cpast tradi-
tions is to be acknowledged, the almanacs mirrored the
local environment. Though designed to be expressly
neutral in the area of politics, they nonetheless illustrate
the pressing social and economic problems of th? da‘y.
Their succinctness makes them valuable summaries for
researchers who follow,
Dispelling the web of confusion surr
ness speculation was one of the mos
city building during the decade. ac
Gunther Barth, Gerald Nash, a
With respect to this problem, the
performed an important service, t
information on the human and
within the state to its residents

and acting as prop-
aganda literature to attract immigrants.

ounding busi-
tserious hurdles to
cording to historians
nd Roger Lotchip,
California almanacs

ransmitting accurate

I. Sam Briggs, “The Origin and Development
of the Almanack,” Western Reserve and
Northern Ohio Historical Sociery, Tract
no. 69 (Cleveland, Ohio: 1887), p. 437.

. Moses Coit Tyler, History of American
Literature (1878), vol. 2. p. 120. As quoted
in Clarence Brigham's ““An Account of
American Almanacs and Their Value for 5
Historical Study,” Proceedings of the 6
American Antiguarian Society for October,
1925, (Worchester, Mass. - 1925), p. 16.

3. Brigham, Ihid. . f.- Briges, op.cir, ff.: Amos
Perry, “Some New England Almanacs,”> 7
Narragansett Historical Register, (Provi-
dence: 1885), ff.: Esther Jerabek. Al

manacs as Historjcal Sources,”

Historical Quarterly
4. Brigham, op. cit,

35

(and the stud
This work w
ent study.

p.338.

From Hamle

"Minnesora
15 (19349), 444449 ff.
» p. 3. Notable exceptions 8
are the folklorists Richard Dorson and Way.- 9
land Hand. Dorson used almanacs for his
Davy Crocketr, American Comic Legend
(New York: 1939) and Hand surveyed a
large number for 74, Frank C. Brown Col- 10.
lection of North Caroling Folklore, vol-
umes VI and VII, which he edited. M;j

Olmsted’s g
(Berkeley: 19
. Lotchin, op.
. Paul Gates,

lton

3. Brigham, op. cit.,
- Charles Shinn,
and Book-Making."
Vol. XI1 (Second Se

cisco: 1915), pp. 35-36 and
pp. 6-15,
“Early Books.
Overland Monthly,
ries — Oct.. 188R),
- Roger Lotchin, San Francisco 1846-1856: 12
[to City (New York: 1974), p.
48. Hittell's phrase is quoted from Roger
enes of Wonder

0

p

California Rancl
1846-1862 (Madison:

Gunther Barth, Instany
1975), pp. 1723 for i
"he Evening Bulle
paper of the 18505,
weekly. and a steamer

a successful news.-
produced u daily.
edition for cirey]

: al of ex-
In San Francisco. lhere. was a' glref:*ltmii;cs iere
perimentation with the medl_um: mm}l ‘(is cucarging!y
printed and the range of then" matem; S F ege publicE
broad. Fortunately, the quality of t -'ed their hand at
tions is high, for many able persons t(;lﬁm (n other
this idiosyncratic. eclectic me Il' ;Icq -
nineteenth-century frontier towns. al.m‘,‘t.,q\ingacces'
have found a foothold because of t_hellnt‘la.}rrhon»e would
sibility of books. but where they dl‘dlcl’PF: 1‘0 local needs
expect them to have adapted them.s? v e‘:-co varyingin
and conditions as they did in‘San anui-esé)urces and
quality and content depending on lhitent hat other
aspirations of their editors. To the -e." o the conten’
nineteenth-century almanacs dexlnongm < 5 ffee 597
poraneousness and heterogenelt.y io-lmthem at their
Francisco almanacs, historians ignore
peril.
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excluded Joseph Trench and Jos. Board-
man. ho were listed in both the San Fran-
cisco Almanac. p. 37. and Parker's Direc-
tory of [832-33. p. 99.
Cieorge Groh, Gold Fever. (New York:
1966), p. 6.
Lotchin. op. cit.. p.
Annals of San Francisco (San Francisco:).
p. 391,

1‘?]

Groh. op. cit.. p. 22
I'wo books on patent medicine almanacs of

the nincteenth-century have been written:
James Harvey Young. The Toadstool
Millionaires (Princeton: 1961 and Gerald
Carson. One For a Man, Twao for a Horse
(Garden City. N.Y.: 1961).
Cf. E.M. Coulter, " California Copyrights.
1851-1836.7" in the Cualifornia Historical
22 (1943). pp. 33

119: Frank Soule.

Sociery (_)Ntl.".'t‘f'n'_\'. Vol.
36.

Groh. op. cit.. p. 287.

Reddington and Holden were both from
Fast Boston. Lotchin, op. ¢t p- 127. See
Checklist for ttles.
C. Grant Loomis in his ““Indications of
in Western Folklore,
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i cites only one.

Miner's Medicine™
Vol. VIIT (1949, pp. 11
ily on the Golden Fra anc
relatively late, almanac.
Articles on Folk-speech by
above in Western Folklore.
tered articles on the subject tgold-rush
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for items of folk-
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Francis P. Farquhar.
Nevada (Berkeley: 1966), pp.
sted. op. il P vil.
Cowan. op. cit.. P L3
Olmsted. op. cit-. p.2. There are articles on
early institutions and entertainments —
as the Merchantile Library and the

History of the Sierra
122.179. Olm-

such

, L 1RsR
What Cheer House — and the 1858
Culifornia Pictorial includes @ commentary

on San Francisco social airs.

In California. observes Olmsted, "'so much
was new that it was not overly difficult foran
author or editor to tread the line between
popularization and pcdzmlry."lhfd.. p. 204
As Farquhar found Hutchings's In the
Heart of the Sierras an important reference
work. he might find the almanacs published
by Hutchings significant 100.

Referring to the anccdotal. editorial matter
featured on cach page. such as “The Value
of Leaves ™ and “To Make Ewes give Milk
at Lambing Time' (copied from the
| eCount and Strong almanacs). Mr. B. B.
Redding says: “as the statistics of this work
are ils main features. the calendric pages
were entrusted to another party. and n?i(her
the editor nor the undersigned wish to father
the nonsensc atl v p.72. He
also apologizes and
omissions. . '
According to Gerald Nash. reliable his-
jories still needed to be done on these sub-
jects in 1967, State Govermmedl and
Fcononic Development (Berkeley: 1964,
pp- 370-373.

he foot of them.
for the misspellings

N;lsh._up. cit.. p. 67: Barth. op. cit., p. 161;
l:ulchm writes: *...perhaps the ‘I.'.I‘C"l!l_‘\l‘
s_mglc difficulty in the city’s mcrchm‘:lil‘c u.
tivity — arose from the lack ‘uf
information...This defect was com-
pounded by the almost total lack Uf;l:lti“-[fc%
on what was being produced in Culiﬁ;rni:l
and on the Pacific Coast. This lack \\"1;
especially evident in 1853 and 1854.” 5,
cit., p. 55. o
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. CHECKLIST
Lfilcd_hcluw are the major series of almanacs
) prlmlcd during the [830°s:
C "g"""',"“ .-‘llc’rv{mm.v'_ and Miners’ Almanac.
y W arren Mix. 1850-1859. Editions did not
appear in 1832 and 1855, Did not exceed 24
leaves. )

California (Hlustrated) Almanacs. By John P.
Bogardus. 1854-1857. One edition was 25
leaves. but others were I8 leaves or less.

California State Almanac and Annual
Register. Democratic State Journal Office:
Sacramento. 1855-1856. 1854 edition listed
by Drake cannot be located. 36 leaves.

Carrie & Damon California Almanacs. Pub-
lished by Carrie and Damon, booksellers.
1855-1856. 17-18 leaves.

LeCount and Strong’s A gricultural Almanacs.
1854, 1856, LeCount and Strong, booksel-
lers. publishers. 24 leaves.

Farmers' and Miners' A Imanac for California.
1856-1859. A pocketbook series. Printed
(and published?) by Franklin Office. 48
leaves.

E. 5. Holend's Free Almanac for California.
1856-1858. Printed in Boston. 24 leaves.
Californischer (Hlustriter) Volkskalender.

1857-1858. 36-30 leaves.

State Register, and Year Book of Facts, By
Henry G. Langley and Samuel A. Morrison
(Mathews?). 1857. 1859. 194, 218 leaves.

. Morril’s Medical Almanac. 1858-1860. 12
leaves.

Cualifornia P
ings and Rosenfield.
leaves.

California Ilustrated  Family Medical
Almanac, Park and White, druggists. pub-
lishers. 1859-1860. 24 leaves.

California (Oregon == 1859) Almanac.
1858-1862, 1865, Reddington and Co., drug-

324 leaves.

ictorial Almanae. By J. M. Hutch-
1858-1861. 20-30

gists. |





