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JEFF MORRIS

ALICE IN WONDER

quintet for horn, woodwinds, and piano

Duration

10 minutes

Instrumentation

1 oboe
1 clarinet in B[
1 bassoon
1 horn
1 piano

Performance Instructions
In movement 2, the horn will stand with the bell facing into the piano body if
possible.

Program Note

Inspired by the mayhem of Lewis Carroll’s character Alice at the Mad Hatter’s
tea party, Alice in Wonder attempts to evoke a dizzying sense of wonderment
and to suspend that sense throughout the piece. The horn portrays the persis-
tent voice of Alice calling for all to act sensibly, and the other voices chatter
busily around her instructions, following their own kind of logic. The second
movement is a free-floating “dream scene” in which the conflicting ideas work
themselves out, outside time, and the finale picks up where the first movement
left off, letting all voices find a way to work together in a complex but exciting
rhythmic pattern.

c© 2013 Nobishnobin (ASCAP)
http://morrismusic.org

http://morrismusic.org


About the Composer

Jeff Morris uses his experience in jazz and technology-based performance to
build works that explore our human sense of time and authenticity. In his
acoustic compositions, you can see this at work in their elusive funky rhythmic
patterns and melody strains that are twisted and reshaped into contrasting
ideas. He teaches in the Department of Performance Studies at Texas A&M
University.
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& ∑ ∑

”“

?

&
u

& n
u

?

u

?

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ &
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