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Editorial note

We are proud to present to readers the eighth volume of the journal Lod, “Diospolis — City of God”. It
is evident that this volume expresses the maturity of the journal in many ways. This volume includes
very diverse articles; archaeological research based on the synthesis of finds from various excavations,
historical studies, both about antiquity and of later periods as well as conservation issues that have been
addressed from an architectural and national perspective. As a “mature”, journal you will find in it articles
that correspond with studies we have published in previous volumes.

The volume is opened by articles that present a spatial picture of the Lod area. Yitzhak Paz deals with
the restoration of settlement processes in the Lod Valley and the Ayalon Basin, in the Early Bronze Age.
Paz dedicates the article to Prof. Ram Gophna, a great researcher and teacher who passed away last year.
Gophna devoted many years to excavations and spatial research at the Early Bronze sites of the Lod
Valley. Aharon Tavger presents a geographical-historical analysis of the list of returnees in the books of
Ezra and Nehemiah. He tries to deal with the question of the authenticity of the list and with the definition
of its time of editing. The list includes Lod, Hadid and Ono, which are a kind of enclave west of the
territory that is mostly in the heart of the traditional allotment of Benjamin. Tavger offers an explanation
for including these cities in the list.

Scholars of the Central Region of the Israel Antiquities Authority have been important partners in the
journal Lod, “Diospolis — City of God” since its inception. As of last year, the IAA central region is
a partner in this journal and the fruits of the partnership are evident in this volume. Shahar Krispin,
Avraham S. Tendler, Eriola Jakoel compiled information about tombs and cemeteries dating to the Early
and Middle Roman period and they are conducting for the first time comprehensive research concerning
burial in the city during this period. Based on a research model that assumes that burial took place outside
the living area, the researchers try to reconstruct the inhabited area of Lod during the period they studied.

Avi Sasson and Alon Shavit present a synthesis of studies that dealt with lime kilns in the Modi'in area. This
region was a major supplier of lime for construction to the city of Lod and neighboring Ramla. The article
combines an analysis of survey findings, along with historical, technological and visual documentation
of the kilns and is a comprehensive and initial review for anyone seeking to deepen understanding of the
ancient lime kiln industry.

In the previous volume, Roy Marom presented a historical overview of the village of Jindas, near the
city of Lod. In this volume, Marom presents a comprehensive historical picture of the entire district of
Lod in the Ottoman period. The importance of the review is, among other, in the presentation of an initial
Hebrew translation of Waqfit Haski Sultan, a historical Ottoman document that illuminates in detail the
settlement in the Lod sub-district and its residents’ economy. Ram Shoeff examines urban processes that
occurred in Lod in the first half of the 20th century. This was a time when the city underwent a dramatic
planning change from a town with a vernacular texture to a developing city that incorporated the Western
planning principles of a garden city. Shoeff highlights the crucial impact of the 1927 earthquake on the
city's development. In the previous volume, Sasson presented Bir el Zeibaq and the sycamore tree next to
it, which served as Henrietta Szold's resting place. Assaf Selzer chose this national memorial site as a test
case for the state and its institutions' attitude to national heritage sites.

Alongside this publication, an online English version of the journal is being developed, to be published
in the new website of the Israeli Institute of Archeology, at: www.israeliarchaeology.org. We call on
researchers involved in Lod and its surroundings, in the fields of history, archeology, cultural heritage,
preservation, architecture, art and religion to refer publications to us. We call on our colleagues to help us
spread the word of the journal among researchers, in Israel and abroad.

We wish you an enriching read,

Sincerely, the Editorial Board,
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Abstract

During much of the Ottoman period, the sub-
district of Lydda (Lod) was a large administrative
unit that stretched from the present-day city of
Modi’in in the south to the present-day city of Elad
in the north; from the foothills in the east, through
the Lod Valley to the outskirts of Jaffa in the west.
This area was home to thousands of inhabitants in
about 20 villages, who had at their disposal tens of
thousands of hectares of prime agricultural land.

The changing balance of power between the
economic strength of Lydda and the influence of
the neighboring administrative center in Ramla
governed Lydda’s degree of administrative
autonomy. As an economic space, however,
Lydda’s hinterland remained relatively stable
throughout the Ottoman period. Lydda Sub-district
was united with Ramla Sub-district in the early
16™ century but by the early 18" century, it was re-
established within similar boundaries to those that
existed in the early 16" century.

Lydda’s proximity to the grain basket of the Lod
Valley, its location on the mainland trade routes and
its proximity to the port of Jaffa, all contributed to
its economic prosperity even in times of security
instability. Lydda’s economy relied on the olive
industry (oil and soap), cotton cultivation and
trade. From the 16" to the 18" centuries, Waqf
officials and European merchants managed much
of this economic activity, while from the late 18"
century this role was played mainly by local urban
merchants (similar to the situation in Nablus and
other Levantine cities).

The nomadic incursions of the 17" and 18™ centuries
depopulated some villages in Lydda’s area. During
the 19" century, the defeat of the Bedouins by the
Abu Ghosh peasant alliance, and the increasing
control of the Ottoman state on its internal security,
facilitated the renewed expansion of settlement in
the lowlands by the inhabitants of the highlands, in
parallel with the extensive settlement of immigrants
from Egypt in the coastal plain. The development of
Lydda thus accelerated, reaching its peak during the
British Mandate period.

Keywords: Lod; Hinterland; Ottoman Period;
Local History; Export Crops
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