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TOWARDS SINGULARITY !!!!!
for  

an ensemble  
of  

8 players !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Vladimir Vlaev !

Den Haag 
2018 



Instrumentation !
1 Flute                (also Alto Flute) !
1 Clarinet in Bb  (also Bass Clarinet in Bb) !
1 Trombone        (with a valve) 
    
   Percussion  (1 performer)  Suspended Cymbal  
                                                       Snare Drum 
                                                       Claves 
                                                       5 Temple Blocks 
                                                       Wood Block 
                                                       4 Tom Toms 
                                                       Wind Chimes 
                                                       Xylophone 
                                                       Vibraphone 
                                                       Marimbaphone !
1 Violin !
1 Viola !
1 Violoncello !
1 Contrabass !!!!!!!!
The score is written in C !
Duration: ca. 13 minutes 



NOTATION: !!
Notes within passages  joined with a bracket and a number (e.g. 9, 12, 15) on top have no fixed position in time but approximate.  
The number  on top indicates the total duration (in sec.) of the passage within which the notes should be played. Dashed bar lines in 
these passages  are only  for orientation, therefore not to be treated as bar lines. Apply same approach for  passages of notes joined  
with a long common beam (with or without acceleration/deceleration) and/or headless notes. Avoid playing such notes on a strong 
beat. Exception applies when a pause in the beginning of the passage indicates the exact entering of an instrument. 
Long notes: similar approach applies to notes with extremely long duration. Avoid changing bow direction/taking a breath on a strong 
beat. 
Natural harmonics: the natural harmonics are notated by indicating the string number and the place where that string is touched. !
Play all notes s. v. (senza vibrato) unless 
else is specified. 	

Play c.v. (con vibrato), fr. (frullato) or 
tremolo always irregularly.	

Play molto s.p. (sul ponticello) extremely 
close to the bridge.	

Play flaut. (flautando) very much on the 
fingerboard, similar to  molto s.t. (sul tasto).	

!
!
!!!!!!!!



Additional instructions for the strings: !
1) Harmonic Flautando - the left hand does not a!ect the production of harmonic flautando. Instead, partials are activated by the 

bow when placed on a node.Using a quick and light bowstroke appropriate for traditional flautando, a pitch an octave lower than 
that of the selected partial will sound. For example, to sound a harmonic flautando pitch an octave above the fundamental, the bow 
should be placed on a node of the fourth partial, normally two octaves above the fundamental. To sound a pitch an octave and a 
fifth above the fundamental, the bow should be placed on a node of the sixth partial, normally two octaves and a fifth above the 
fundamental, etc. The number indicates the partial node over which to be placed the bow. !

2) Mute the strings with the l.h. close to the nut and strike them with the bow col legno bat. - try to produce as laud as poss. 
unpitched perc. sound !

3) Play col legno battuto on muted strings  slowly sliding the l.h. from the nut towards the bridge (sound of the strings slapping on 
the fingerboard is welcome) !

4) Play with a metal beater (handle of a mallet or any metal stick) bouncing very quick between the two specified strings muted with                  
t              the l.h. !

5)  start moving l.h. slowly up&down the strings, while keep them muted  and bounce the beater in between !
6) This technique is known as overpressure, distortion or scratch tone . Play on 4th string. Mute it with your l.h. Use extra heavy       

preasure to the bow. Play very close to the frog  with a very slow speed of the bow. Whenever such amount of overpressure is applied 
and the bow is pulled very slowly the string does not produce anymore continous sound, but instead it produces separated short 
distorted bits of а sound with every friction folowed by release. This is the sound needed. Note G (C, E) only represents the string 
(4th), but not the real pitch of the distorted sound produced. Duration of a 8th note  means that you will play only one short bit of 
distorted sound. Longer durations mean undefined number of bits in a row , coresponding with the required duration of the 
particular note. 

7) the note DB( quarter tone lower then D) represents the 7th partial of  the low E (played by the Cb.). Therefore to be acoustically 

accurate, it should sound 31  cents lower then D, unlike a quarter tone which would be 50 cents lower !
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