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          Tom Aitken  
       
         …die Kindheit hat sich verändert… 
      
     

for a violist and a cellist  
    
      

   

             Dedicated to Nathanael Gubler and Tom Pickles 

Tom Aitken



Performance Notes  

This piece is written for a violist and a cellist.  

The notation employed follows a colouring system in order to determine the particular ‘weight’ of bow pressure, and thus the desired sound quality. 

The location of the coloured lines/arrows/symbols on the score determines where on the string the bow should be positioned.  

Instructions on Where to Place the Bow  

The four lines represent the central point on each string; between the fingerboard and the bridge. 

 

 

 

I         SUL TASTO = 
 CENTRAL POINT = 
 PONTICELLO =

II        SUL TASTO = 
 CENTRAL POINT = 
 PONTICELLO =

IV       SUL TASTO = 
 CENTRAL POINT = 
 PONTICELLO =

III       SUL TASTO = 
 CENTRAL POINT = 
 PONTICELLO =

When the symbols reach approximately one 
centimetre above the four lines, this is to indicate to 
the performer that the entire length of the string should 
be in use.  

Similarly, when the symbols are notated one 
centimetre below the lines, the entire length of the 
string behind the bridge should be in use. 



Colouring System  

Each symbol is associated with a colour that replaces the normal functions of dynamics and other related instructions associated with conventional notation.  

The performer is encouraged to create five distinct sonic identities, which directly relate to the colouring system.  

Yellow - very loose and placid bow movements. Bow pressure should be as minimal as possible, yet still maintain a sonic identity.  

Green - loose and carefree bow movements. Bow pressure should be light. 

Blue - normal bowing pressure, correlating to a mezzo-forte passage. 

Red - heavy bow pressure. Indulge in the harsh sound and welcome any conventionally “wrong” sounds.  

Black - extremely heavy bow pressure, so much so that the wood of the bow is in contact with the strings. 

 

Symbol Instructions   (adhere to the colouring system) 

 

  =  R.H Pizzicato on ‘open string’  

 

  =  R.H Pizzicato with approximate placement  

This symbol is notated on the 3 lined-stave, first 
appearing on page 6. The circles at each curve of 
the wavy line, represent that the bow is to follow 
the L.H fingers’ up and down the strings, 
switching position at each end.  



 

    = Each line represents one third of the fingerboard.  Performers are encouraged to find a sound     
  quality that fits with the atmosphere of the section.  

The positioning, i.e the tone,  should never be the same. In addition, all wavy lines notated on this 3 lined-stave are to be interpreted by the L.H fingers’.  

TOP LINE   =  3/3 up the fingerboard (~extended position)  

MIDDLE LINE  = 2/3 up the fingerboard (~3rd position) 

BOTTOM LINE = 1/3 up the fingerboard (~1st and 2nd position) 

Approximate duration: 06:00’’  
Refer to timings above score for clarification. 

However by no means do the timings need to be precise and exact; they are only employed for a rough guideline.

The small dotted straight vertical lines are in place to indicate that two or more symbols are to be interpreted simultaneously.  

The segments often do not coincide to emphasise the separate musical communication between the players. When the segments do coincide, the musicianship 
between the players should be apparent. (Segment 4 viola, Segment 5 ‘cello, first example.)  

However even if the segments do appear to be in sync (see Pg. 4.), this does not allow for simultaneous sound coordination between the two players unless the small 
dotted lines connect the symbols. 

All other explanatory notes are written on the score.  
If further clarification is required, contact: thomas.aitken@students.mdw.ac.at  

                                 (It is absolutely vital to print the score in colour…)  




















