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o lu tion ary war fare to be a prod uct of in ter de pen dent fac tors, in clud ing po lit i cal, 
mil i tary, eco nom ic, so cial, and other that were unique to con flict in Indochina” (12).

Thus, the rev o lu tion ary war in Vietnam was only par tially a war of de col o ni za
tion. In par tic u lar, the in volve ment of the United States and China made the con flict 
a Cold War bat tle ground, a proxy war in the sys temic con flict be tween East and 
West. In Fall’s ar gu ment of rev o lu tion ary war fare, Moir sees sim i lar i ties that re fer to 
the Amer i can wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. While there are also many dif er ences 
be tween these case stud ies, Moir pres ents his pro tag o nist as a Cassandralike ar che
type who saw the fu ture with more nuance than his contemporaries, hence a “num
ber one re al ist.” The mon i ker num ber one re al ist as a selfdes ig na tion de rives from a 
let ter to Newsweek in fall of 1965.

As Moir clearly shows, Fall de vel oped a the ory of coun ter in sur gency that cen
tered on the ci vil ian pop u la tion, just like fel low French au thor and acclaimed mil i tary 
ex pert Da vid Galula. However, sim i lar i ties be tween these au thor i ties, as well as the 
pos si ble dif er ences be tween Fall’s an a lyt i cal de scrip tions and the true North Viet
nam ese and National Liberation Front (NLF) strat e gy, fea ture rel a tively lit tle in the 
book. Instead, Moir fo cuses on Fall’s other main in tel lec tual con tri bu tions. Accord
ing to Fall, the Viet Minh as well as the NLF con trolled the so cial fab ric of Viet
nam. This con trol con sti tuted the real in di ces of suc cess, not mil i tary mea sures such 
as body counts, kill ra tios, and air sor ties employed by the US mil i tary. While the 
al lied troops fought against an in vis i ble en e my, their en e mies were busy establishing 
a par al lel hi er ar chy. Just like rev o lu tion ary war fare, the con cept of a par al lel en emy 
hi er ar chy was orig i nally de vel oped by French of  cers and only later adopted by Fall. 
According to him, the Viet Minh uti lized the existing ad min is tra tion by in fil tra tion 
and by cre at ing new un der ground struc tures and net works to crip ple the bu reau cracy 
and hi er ar chy from the in side.

With ref er ences to the works of his to ri ans and po lit i cal sci en tists as di verse as 
Stathis Kalyvas, Da vid Kilcullen, Da vid Milne, and Andrew Preston, Moir care fully 
stud ies the writ ing and in tel lec tual in flu ences on Fall and his ideas. Although he 
died aged for ty, on Feb ru ary 21, 1967, while on a pa trol in South Vietnam with the 
First Battalion, Ninth Marine Infantry Regiment, Fall left be hind a rich num ber of 
sources, books, and ar ti cles. It is more than com mend able that an au thor with mil
i tary ex pe ri ence him self has fi nally care fully stud ied the leg acy of Fall and drawn a 
clear ac count of this pub lic in tel lec tual for small wars.

marcel berni
Swiss Military Academy at ETH Zurich

maberni@ethz  .ch
doi: 10.1215/0021911810849822

Babaylan Sing Back: Philippine Shamans and Voice, Gender, and Place. By Grace 
Nono. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2021. xi, 239 pp. ISBN: 9781501760112.

Given the ti tle of this book and its wellknown au thor, one can defi  nitely be for
given for any ini tial trep i da tion when approaching it as a se ri ous ac a demic pub li
ca tion. The Philippine babaylan (sha man) has be come rather po lit i cized re cent ly, as 
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the prac tices of Indigenous mi nor ity com mu ni ties, many of whom re tain some sha
manic prac tices, have been appropriated by main stream Fil i pi nos seek ing to “de col
o nize” them selves and reconnect with an ces tral her i tage. Especially prominent is the 
move ment built around the babaylan as a protofem i nist icon of an ti co lo nial re sis
tance. This pro cess has ef ec tively damp ened the Indigenous voice while bright en ing 
al readypriv i leged main stream ma jor ity voices as in ter loc u tors of Indigenous rep re
sen ta tion. The au thor her self, Fil i pino pop sin gu lar ity Grace Nono, whose es o teric 
mu si cal style is in spired pro foundly by Philippine na tive mu si cal tra di tions, has long 
been as so ci ated with this trend.

But the ac a demic reader can be reassured that, from be gin ning to end, Baba-
ylan Sing Back ex plic itly and un am big u ously lo cates the babaylan/sha man squarely 
within the con text of mod ernday Indigenous mi nor ity com mu ni ties of prac tice. 
Nono ad di tion ally grounds these com mu ni ties and prac tices ex clu sively in the lived 
ex pe ri ences of its mod ern prac ti tion ers and par tic i pants as mem bers of mar gin al ized 
Indigenous com mu ni ties. Last but not least, Nono pays at ten tion to how com pet ing 
ideas about gen der struc ture both the for ma tion of the fea tured rit ual spe cial ists and 
their later positionalities, which in turn in flects the resulting em bodi ment of the rit
ual prac tices (in clud ing oral tra di tions) them selves.

This par tic u lar contextualization is what makes this work an im por tant con tri
bu tion to the lit er a ture on Indigenous peo ples, mod ern sha mans, and oral tra di tions. 
Nono is al ready known for work ing with Indigenous art ists, but what is re mark able 
here is how she man ages to weave into a rel a tively brief text so many of the cul tur al, 
re la tion al, re li gious, gen dered, and dis cur sive complexities em bod ied by in di vid ual 
rit ual spe cial ists visàvis their spe cific com mu ni ties of prac tice. Thus the stories of 
rit ual spe cial ists here are nei ther victimologies nor ro mances but dy namic por traits 
that bring out both their in di vid u al i ties and shared intersectionalities as key cul ture 
bear ers of mar gin al ized Indigenous mi nor ity com mu ni ties.

Embedded con sis tently through out the text is a pre cise cri tique of those from 
out side of Indigenous com mu ni ties who have com mod i fied “babaylanism” as a tool 
for selfin dig e niz ing and selfac tu al iza tion. She ac knowl edges that “the con struc tion 
of the archaicized, na tion al ized, and val o rized babaylan as sym bol of power avail  able 
for all  to ap pro pri ate has proved to be a ral ly ing point for many ur ban and diasporic 
gen der schol ars and ac tiv ists, them selves bat tling pa tri ar chal and heteronormative 
co lo nial re gimes,” but re minds the same au di ence that “the de nial of Native rit ual 
spe cial ists’ em bod ied con tem po ra ne ity and the ap pro pri a tion of the babaylan ti tle 
by sub jects of greater priv i lege are con sid ered by some as se ri ously of en sive” and 
“dem on strates for some the com plic ity of fem i nism with co lo nial ism” (7).

The book con sists of three standalone chap ters that ex plore very dif er ent 
as pects of babaylan for ma tion, prac tice, and iden ti ty. The first chap ter, “Who Sings?,” 
pres ents the ex pe ri ences of two Agusan Manobo women baylan, fol low ing one over 
the years from her no vi tiate to her cur rent prac tice. The core el e ments of sha manic 
prac tice in the Philippines are in tro duced here but are de lib er ately com pli cated by 
the im pact of the very real ills of the past and pres ent (co lo nial ism, re li gious con
ver sion, etc.). Nono’s treat ment of the fas ci nat ing in ter play be tween com pet ing 
Chris tian and Indigenous texts, doc trines, prac tices, and hu manspirit re la tions is 
par tic u larly well done here and else where in the book.
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The sec ond chap ter, “Shifting Voices and Malleable Bodies,” in tro duces us to 
T’boli women and Blaan trans gen der prac ti tion ers within the con text of broader, 
con tem po rary con ver sa tions about gen der. The first half ex plores the power dy nam
ics of T’boli po lyg yny and how the Tudbulul sung ep ic, in which cus tom ary law is 
con veyed through the fan tas ti cal ad ven tures of its epon y mous hero and his re la tions, 
con tin ues to in form gen der ideology in a way that un der cuts sub stan tially any ar gu
ment for protofem i nism be ing a de fin ing char ac ter is tic of Indigenous sha man ism. 
The sec ond half fo cuses on two Blaan trans gen der men prac ti tion ers, open ing up a 
spir ited dis cus sion of how, as nungaru, they em body the mal lea bil ity and per sis tence 
of gen der ideologies in chang ing times.

The third and fi nal chap ter, “Song Travels,” takes us to the Indigenous di as pora 
through the por trait of Lagitan, an Ifugao mumbaki now based in Ohio whose for
ma tion and prac tice were struc tured by his positionality as an im mi grant and vis i ble 
ra cial mi nor ity in the co lo nial metropole. Lagitan’s en coun ters with an thro pol o gists, 
white neosha mans, and other prob lem atic fig ures might cause read ers to ques tion his 
in clu sion. But here Nono asks the reader to con sider the full spec trum of post co lo nial 
re al i ties that mod ern Indigenous sha mans must con tend with to sus tain their prac tices.

Beautifully writ ten and sub stan tial eth no graph i cal ly, Babaylan Sing Back is a 
pro foundly sat is fy ing read. In em brac ing her unique positionality as an art ist, Nono 
makes a solid in tel lec tual con tri bu tion to the study of both oral tra di tions and Indig
enous peo ples in the Philippines. She also man ages to work her way past the per sis
tent con ten tious ness of “babaylanism” across the multiverse of Philippine cul tures to 
com pel us to wit ness mod ern sha mans in all  their com plex i ty. We could cer tainly find 
fault with this book for be ing yet an other rep re sen ta tion of the Indigenous mi nor ity 
voice by yet an other nonIndigenous au thor, but the au thor’s pres ence in the text pro
vi des a clear de lin ea tion be tween her voice and that of the women and men she fore
grounds in the book. As Nono states in chap ter 2: “They need no other con tem po rary 
women to em body them as though they are not, them selves, em bod ied and his tor i cal. 
They need no other women to ide al ize them as though their con di tions mir ror the 
egal i tar ian past un tainted by his tor i cal ex i gences that elite fem i nists imag ine the pre
co lo nial times to be. They need no other women or men to save them, as though they 
do not have their own moral and other re sources to ad dress their needs. And yet, they 
also do not wish to be sim ply left alone” (104). And this is in deed a book that makes 
room for Indigenous babaylan to be gin sing ing back.

oona paredes
University of California, Los Angeles

oparedes@humnet  .ucla  .edu
doi: 10.1215/0021911810849832

La chair des stèles: Enquête sur les donateurs et les Épigones du Bouddha et des 
divinités, au Vietnam, des or i gins à la fin du XVIIe siècle. By Philippe Papin. Par is: 
Les Belles Lettres, 2022. 510 pages. ISBN: 9782251453699.

Philippe Papin writes: “The stele con tains more than the ar chive. . . .  No Viet nam ese 
his tor i cal doc u ment goes so far and so deep into the so ci ety of the past. . . .  In Viet
nam there ex ists no source more spe cifi c, more tech ni cal, more ar du ous than what 
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