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About the Work

There is a forest outside of Gryfino, Poland in which hundreds of trees are inexplicably bent in the exact
same direction and shape. Despite a number of theories, including heavy snowfall, German tanks during WWII,
or local craftsmen shaping wood for furniture, there is no known cause for this hauntingly strange occurrence.
Considering this fascinating mystery our sense of the world is jolted. Nature’s dramatic power visibly interrupts
our expectations. We are left to wonder if the result is beautiful or grotesque. In this piece the listener can hear
woodwind melodies twist and bend around each other, the drama and violence of human machinery, and the

perseverance of noble trees.

Notes for the Musicians

A dynamic marking of “n” indicates that the performer should either appear from or recede to nothing or
silence. The percussionist playing with sticks on the suspended cymbal in mm. 141-162 should vary the
location of contact with the cymbal to further suggest the varied sound of rain. First Clarinet and English Horn
share the main theme (at rehearsal letters A,C and G), alternating between melody and supportive
countermelody. These performers are encouraged to interact within each other allowing their phrases and

gestures to bend and turn around the other.

Instrumentation
2 Flutes
Oboe
English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb
Trombone

Bass Trombone

Timpani + 2 Percussionists
(China Cymbal, 2 Suspended

Cymbals, Crotales, Snare Drum)

Violin |
Violin 1l
Viola
Violoncello

Contrabass

Copyright © 2018 Jacob Reed - ASCAP - All Rights Reserved
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