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[The fol.laJing i6 the full eece of the C4il'lea- Bi s sQU
Procl.amation of Independenae, t1'C1118l.ated from French
by UFAHAMJ. We are honored to record the historic
document in the pages of DIU' journal.
Ed . note. ]

OF n£ STAlE OF GUINEA-BISSNJ

BY -mE NATIaw... PCPlIlAR ASSEffilY

The present era of huma n history i s character ized by
people' s strugg le for t heir tota l emancipation from colon ia l ­
i sm , imperia l ism, racism, and all other fonus of domination
and opppression wh ich impede the development and digni ty of
man, peace and progress .

In the libe rated reg ions of Gui nea-Bissau, our people.
guided by the African Party for the Independence of Gu l n~ and
t he Cape Verde (PAIGe), under the able leadership of its
founder and number one Mil itant . Ami lear Cabra l, have, 1n the
past seventeen years , built a new life through poli t i cal and
mil itary strugg le. They have at the ir disposa l a progre ss ­
ive ly evolving administration of socia l and cultural serv ices.
a jud iciary organi zat ion. a fully developi ng economy . and
nat i onal armed forces.

The visit paid by a special mission of t he United Natio ns
i nto t he liberated regions of Guinea-Bissau f rom t he 2nd t o
the Bt h of Apri l. 1972. has brought t o the internat ional com­
muni ty the tes t imony of impa r t ia l and honest obser vers drawn
f r om al l the cont i nents : the self-dete rminat ion of our peopl e
and th e de facto exi stence of a wel l-f unct i oning and eff ic i ent
s tatut ory struct ure .
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In flagrant violati on of the internati onal Ri ghts of our
t imes. Portuguese colonial i s ts s t il l encroach upon some po r­
t tcn s of our nat ional terri to ry . The United Nations org ani ­
zati on has repeatedly admi t t ed the il legal ity of thi s occupa­
t i o. t he inalienable ri ght of our people to be free and
sovereign, and the legit imacy of their struggle against
col onialism.

Indeed . on the bas is of the his t ori c Res olution 1514 (XV )
of December 14. 1960. on the gra nti 09 of inde pendence t o
colonial countries and peoples. the General Assembly of the
U. N. O• • par t icula r ly 1n its Resol ution 2918 (XXVII ) of
November 14. 1972. and the Secur i ty ccunctl , 1n its Resolution
322 of November 22, 1972. reaffirm the inalienab le right of
our people to independence and se l f-~overnmen t. In addition,
the IVth ccemt sstc n of the Gene ral Assl!lllbly of the U.N.O.,
on the proposa l of the Special Commi t tee for Oecolonization,
in its XXVII session, has recognized the PAIGC, the liberat ion
Movement of Gu inea-B issau and the Cape Verde Is lands, as the
only qualified and lawful representative of thi s territory .

The Hational Popu lar Assembly. as a result of the suc­
cesses achieved by the PAIGC in the struggle against Portu­
guese co loni a l i~ , has been const i tuted on the basis of the
princi ple that power COllIeS f rna the people and eest serve the
people. It consists of representati ves appointed through
unIversal suff rage. both di rect ly and indirect ly . as the
expression of the sovereign 101111 of the people of Guinea­
Bissau. At a meeti ng on the 24th September. 1973 . 1n the
Boe Regi on. the National Popular Assembly , expressing the
sovereign 101111 of the people.

SOLEflti lY PRoa..AIMS THE STATE OF GUI NEA-BISSAU .

The State of Guinea-B issau is a sovereign. republi can,
democratic . anti-coloniali st and anti-imperiali st State. He r
pri ncipal objectives are the total libera ti on of the peoples
of Guinea -Bissau and the Cape Verde and the union of these
two territories for the crea ti on of a strong Af rican father ­
land on the march to prog ress . The nature of this union 101111
become establ is hed af ter the total li berat ion of t he two ter­
ritories, i n accordance with the popular will .

The State of Gui nea-B issau accepts as its sacred duty the
expul sion, by al l possible means , of the Portuguese colonial ­
is t forces of aggressicn from that portion cf the land they
still occupy if' Guinea-Bissau . and the ultimate aim that the
struggle be retntcrcec in the rere VerC:e Islands , an integra l
and inalienable portion of the na t ional te rritory of the
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peoples of Gui nea-Bissau and t he Cape Verde .

At t he opport une moment , the Popu lar Assembly of Cape
Verde will be establ ished 1n the Cape Verde Islands. with
the aim of formi ng a supreme organ of the total sovereignty
of the People of Guinea and Cape Verde: The National Popular
Assembly of Guinea and Cape Verde .

The St ate of Gui nea-Bissau considers as one of the prin­
ci pal bases of its foreign poli cy, the reinforcement of sol i ­
darity and combat ive f raternity between our peop le and al l
the peoples 1n 'Portuguese ' colonies . She joi ns hands with
t he peoples st ruggl i ng for their freedom and Independence in
Africa, As ia and l at in Amer i ca. and wi t h al l the Arab peoples
who are struggli ng agai nst Zionism.

The Sta te of Guinea-B issau ;s an integral par t of Africa
and strugg les for the unity of Afric an peoples with regard to
liberty. digni ty . and the right to the po l i t ica l. economic .
social and cul t ural progress of t hese peoples .

Concerning the poli cy on i nternat i onal rel ati ons. the
State of Gu inea-Bissau desires to maintain and develop friendl y
cooperat ive and strong relati ons with neighbori ng count ri t s
(the Republ i cs of Gu inea and Senegal ) , wit~ al l the indepen­
dent African count r ies , and with all nations of t he world
whi ch recognize its sovereignty and uphold the nati onal liber­
ati on struggle of our people. These re la t ions have as a
foundati on the pri nciples of peaceful co-exis t ence, mut ual
respect for nat ional sovereignty . non-aggressi on, non­
interfere nce i n internal affai rs and the rec iproci ty of
benefits.

.
The St ate of Gui nea-Bissau assumes the responsibili ty to

promote the nation ' s economic progress. thus laying the
material foundations for the developmen t of its cul ture .
science and technology, with a view to the constant increase
1n the socia l and economic standard of l i vi ng for our popula ­
tions and for the f inal real ization of a life of peace . we l l ­
being, and progress for all the chi l dren of our nat ion.

With our heroic Popular Army of Na t ional Liberat ion
backi ng us, the State of Gu inea-B issau wi l l endow our Nati onal
Armed Forces wi th al l the necessary means for accomp l ish ing
t he mission to totally liberate our count ry and to defend the
achi evement of our people and the integri ty of our nationa l
boundary.
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The State of Guinea-Bfssau appea ls to all the independent
states of the world to grant it de jure recognition as a
sovereig n St at e , tn accordance with international law and
pra ctice . It expresses its decision t o participate 1n inter ­
national deliberati ons, particularl y within the United Nations
Organi zat ion, where our people will be able to make their
contribution towards the solution of the fundamental problems
of our times . in Afr ica and 1n t he world.

Boe Region, September 24, 1973

THE NATIONAL POPUlAR ASSEKILY

INJ:El9«.NCE OF GJlNEA-BISSAU

This summer 1 was fortunate enough to be able to go
inside Gu inea·Blssau with the PAIGe ( the Afr1can Party for the
Independence of Gui nea and Cape Verde), the movement wh ich has
led t he s t ruggle for f reedom . I was struck by the strength
and efficiency of the movemen t whi ch for some ti me has been
operat i ng effectively as a government for the maj or i ty of the
people in tha t count ry .

The new goverrment 1s not tn exile. The P.A.l.G.e . has
had external headquarters in both its southern and northern
neighbors. But the real movement is i n the count ry. It was
the f irst mee t ing of the popu larly elected People's National
Assembly whi ch, on Monday the 24th of September. 1973 at a
place called Hadina ace , in t he eastern reqt cn of Guinea­
Bi ssau, proclaimed the new Republic of Gui nea Bi ssau. The
P.A.I .G.e . has estab lished a network of administrative institu­
ti ons inside t he borders of t hei r count ry - schools, hospitals ,
te aching centers , a cour t system , etc . which an! servi ng the
needs of the people.

1973 has been a tragic and testing year for the PAIGe .
On January 20, .Alnilca r Cabral, who was founder and the inspired
leader of the PAIGe was cruelly assass inated i n a Por t uguese
plot to spli t the party and destroy the l1berat ion struggle .
Hy visit conf i rmed my convi ct i on t hat the Por t uguese plan had
misfi red badly and had in fact l ed to an intensif i cation of the




