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The re  i s  a  w iden ing  gende r  gap
be tween  La t i nos  and  La t i na s  w i th  r e spec t  t o
h ighe r  educa t i on  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t
t o  exp l a in  why  La t i nos  pa r t i c i pa t e  a t  a  l ower
r a t e  o r  why  La t i na s  pa r t i c i pa t e  a t  a  h ighe r
r a t e .  Sad ly,  ou t s i de  o f  t he  l i t e r a tu r e  on  gang
invo lvemen t  and  i nca r ce r a t i on ,  knowledge  on
the  educa t i on  and  s choo l i ng  expe r i ence s  o f
La t i no  ma le s  r ema ins  r e l a t i ve ly  s ca r ce .

Th i s  e t hnog raph i c  r e s ea r ch  h igh l i gh t ed
the  s choo l i ng  expe r i ence s  o f  t h r ee  Ch icano
ma le  unde rg radua t e s  (An ton io ,  Adr i an ,  and
Ernes to )  du r ing  t he i r  l a s t  yea r  a t t end ing  Wes t
Coas t  Un ive r s i t y   ( p seudonym) .   More
spec i f i c a l l y,  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  h igh l i gh t ed  t he
k inds  o f  cha l l enges ,  o r  wha t  i s  r e f e r r ed  t o  a s
d i s connec t s  o f  unde r s t and ing ,  t ha t  con f ron t
even  t he  mos t  a cademica l l y  succes s fu l
s t uden t s .  Whi l e  An ton io ,  E rnes to  and
Adr i an ’s  e l i g ib i l i t y  and  academic  back -
g rounds  we re  s t r ong  enough  t o  be  o f f e r ed
admis s ions  a t  Wes t  Coas t  Un ive r s i t y,  t he i r
academic  p r ac t i c e s  t o  a t t a i n  academic  succes s
(work ing  ha rd ,  comp le t i ng  homework ,  and
s tudy ing )  we re  ac tua l l y  m i sa l i gned  w i th  t he i r
r ea l i t i e s  a t  Wes t  Coas t  Un ive r s i t y.  I n  e s s ence ,
u t i l i z i ng  l oca l  f unds  o f  knowledge  ( co l l ege
p repa ra t i on  p rog rams  i n  h igh  s choo l  and
commun i ty  co l l ege )  a s  a  un ive r s a l  t emp la t e  t o
in fo rm  the i r  app roach  t o  a t t a i n  a cademic
succes s  a t  Wes t  Coas t  worked  i n  t he i r
d i s f avo r.  The re  we re  c l e a r  d i s connec t s  t ha t
i n i t i a l l y  t h r ea t ened  t he i r  a cademic
pe r fo rmance .

E r n e s t o ,  A d r i a n ,  a n d  A n t o n i o  f i g u r e d
o u t  h o w  t o  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s u c c e e d  i n  h i g h e r
e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  re s p o n s i v e
n e t w o r k s .  T h e s e  n e t w o r k s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  a n d
o r c h e s t r a t e d  b y  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  t o  h e l p
t h e m  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  v a r i e d
n e e d s .   I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e s e  n e t w o r k s  e n a b l e d
t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  g r a d u a t e  i n
s p i t e  o f  f e e l i n g  l o s t ,  u n w e l c o m e ,  a n d  h a v i n g
t o  m a k e  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  e x c e e d e d  t h e i r  c o l l e g e
e x p e c t a t i o n s .   T h e s e  n e t w o r k s  e n a b l e d  t h e s e

m e n  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  h o w  t o  m e d i a t e  a n d  c u r t a i l
t h e  e x c l u s i o n a r y  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m
b e i n g  p e r c e i v e d  a s  o u t s i d e r s  b y  t h e  t w o
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s
( W h i t e s  a n d  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n s ) .

  A c a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  m o r e
c o m p l e x  a n d  r e q u i r e s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a c r o s s
c o n t e x t s  t o  i n c l u d e  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e  m u l t i p l e
p a r t n e r s h i p s .   T h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  o f f e r
s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  p o l i c y.

1 ) R e t e n t i o n  e f f o r t s  n e e d  t o  b e  ta i l o r e d
i n d i v i d u a l l y   f o r  s t u d e n ts  o n  a  y e a r l y
b a s i s  u n t i l  g r a d u a t i o n ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
k i n d s  o f  o p t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  n e e d e d
t o  i n s u r e  t h e y  o b ta i n  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o a l s ;

2 ) F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o
u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n
s t u d e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e
o r  a b s e n c e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  s t r u c t u r e s
w i t h i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ;

3 ) I n s t i t u t i o n s  m u s t  ta k e  g r e a t e r
m e a s u r e s  t o  d e c r e a s e  e x c l u s i o n a r y
p r a c t i c e  b y  f a c u l t y  a n d  o t h e r  s t u d e n ts
o n  c a m p u s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n ts
h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

4 ) E d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  n e e d  t o
d e l i b e r a t e l y  s u p p o r t  s t r o n g e r
p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o  b r i d g e  o u t r e a c h  a n d
r e t e n t i o n  o f f i c e s  a n d  r e s p e c t i v e
e ff o r t s  s o  s t u d e n ts  g a i n  a  l o c a l i z e d ,
s o c i a l  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  a b o u t  h o w  t o
a c a d e m i c a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e .
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