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Preface

The Current State of Science
Surrounding Patent Foramen
Ovale

Jonathan M. Tobis, MD

Editor

The exploration of patent foramen ovale (PFO) as a
pathway formultiple disease stateshasbeenoneof
the more fascinating advances in cardiology over
the last 25 years. This compendium of articles
describe some of the major issues and clinical
states surrounding the study of PFOs. The authors
who wrote these articles are some of the leading
people in this field. They deserve much credit for
helping usunderstand the sometimes subtlemech-
anisms associated with PFO. It is our hope that this
collection of articles will help educate neurologists
and cardiologists who deal with PFO-associated
clinical situations, such as stroke of unknown
cause, migraine with aura, decompression illness,
altitude sickness, and hypoxemia out of proportion
to thedegree of pulmonary disease.Wehope these

articles provide practical information that will be
useful to clinicians and help them understand
some of the nuances of making the diagnosis and
options for treatment of PFO-related problems.
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