


situations. Verified livestock Tosses have averaged 335 animals per year for the last 15 years. The
number of lions taken per year has ranged from 7 to 70. There are several reasons for the large
diff?rences in numbers of Tions taken from year to year, and they will be discussed in a later
section.

Although data on mountain lion depredations are incomplete in most states, it appears that Nevada
has one of the most serious problems between lions and domestic sheep in the western United States.
With the exception of Utah, the states surrounding Nevada have relatively Tittle lion depredation on
domestic sheep. Ca11forn§a lists a total of only 91 confirmed cases of lion depredation on all species
of domestic livestock Qur1ng a six-year period from 1971-1976 (Sitton 1977). Arizona experiences some
depredation problems with lions, but the literature indicates that the majority of these situations
involve cattle rather than sheep (Shaw 1975, 1979). Idaho has had a moderate confirmed loss of sheep
and lambs over the past five years averaging 52 animals each year (ADC Annual Reports). Utah has a
depredation situation which approximates our own. According to ADC Annual Reports from that state,
they have experienced an average annual confirmed lToss of 304 sheep and lambs, and an average of 15
lions have been taken on complaints each year.

The specific reasons for Nevada's large number of mountain 1ion depredations on domestic sheep are
uncertain. Almost all of the sheep in Nevada are in herded bands on open range. During the summer,
these bands are on summer range in the high mountains. These mountain ranges are, of course, where the
majority of the lions live, but several of the other western states have similar situations without
having similar depredation problems. According to the Nevada Department of Wildiife, the deer populations
throughout the state are in healthy condition so lack of natural prey does not appear to be a factor
(NDOW, personal communication).

CURRENT SITUATION

Presented herein are data on depredation losses to lions during the past five years in Nevada.
An increasing effort has been made during the past several years to keep accurate records of losses,
and these data should describe the current situation with good accuracy.

During the past five years, ranchers have suffered an average annual loss of 375 animals. As
jndicated in Table 1, the majority of the yearly loss is in lambs., With a total of 130,000 range sheep

Table 1. Summary of confirmed losses FY 1977-1981.

[aez4 a7 [a%i] FY80 FY8l
Complaints Recejved 80 72 59 48 52
Losses:
Bucks 9 4 - 2 8
Ewes 144 M1 127 143 161
Lambs 221 304 227 260 154
Calves - - 1 - -
Colts - - - 1 -
TOTAL LOSSES 374 419 355 406 323

in Nevada (FWS estimate), this indicates an average yearly loss of 0.29%. This loss would not seem
excessive if it was spread evenly over all livestock producers in the state. This, however, is not the
case, Of an estimated 90 major livestock producers under the Nevada ADC Program, an average of 15
producers have had problems with 1ion depredations during each of the past five years. Five individual
producers in eastern Nevada have filed 73% of the complaints during this same time period. The average
yearly loss of 0.29%, the average number of 15 producers having problems and the five individual
producers having serious mountain lion problems during each of the past five years are with the ADC
program currently in effect. We judge losses would be much more severe without the program. For these
reasons, the mountain lion is considered a serious problem in Nevada.

FIELD OPERATIONS

When word of a lion depredation is received in an ADC District Office, a qualified field man is
dispatched to the scene as quickly as possible. This is ofter not a Tion hunter as response time and
number of current mountain lion complaints may prohibit. This field man inspects the kills in order to
determine whether or not a lion is responsible. A mountain lion will almost invariably kill a sheep
by biting it on the head or meck which kills the animal instantly. This method of killing leaves Tlarge
tooth holes in the carcass which are easily identified. Some 1ions will kill by breaking the neck of
the sheep with 2 swipe of the paw without leaving any mark on the carcass. These kills can usually be
verified by the presence of other sign in the area such as tracks or the fact that gne or more carcasses
are covered with leaves and other debris. According to field observations by ADC lion hunters, however,
covering of sheep carcasses is relatively rare. This may be due to the fact that many times the lion
will not eat any of the sheep that it has killed and, if it does, it rarely returns to the kill to feed

again.
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