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Release #2020-22  Wednesday, September 30, 2020 
 
Decline in Californians’ perceptions of the seriousness of the coronavirus 

in their local area over the past two months.  
Yet many still report that their lives are being seriously impacted. 

Latinos, and especially Spanish speakers, most likely to report serious repercussions. 
 
by Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll 
 (c) 415-602-5594 
 
There has been a lessening in California voter perceptions of the seriousness of the health 
threat posed by the coronavirus in their local area over the past two months. In July fully 
two-thirds of the state’s registered voters (67%) felt the coronavirus health threat was 
becoming more serious in their area.  Now, fewer than three in ten (28%) say this, while a 
plurality (40%) describes the health threat as remaining about the same, and 31% feel it is 
becoming less serious. 
 
Fewer Californians also report being seriously impacted by the virus in their own lives than 
said this in July.  However, significant proportions continue to report being seriously 
impacted. For example, while a 59% majority of voters reports that potentially getting sick 
or getting sick from the virus as a serious problem for themselves or their families, this is 
down from 69% who said this in July.  In addition, nearly half (46%) report that a family 
member’s reduced wages or work hours is a serious problem, although this too is down 
from 53% in July.   
 
About one in three Californians report being negatively impacted in five other areas.  These 
include losing a job (39%, down from 45% in July), not being able to pay for basic 
necessities (38%, down from 43% in July), being unable to work remotely or having to 
work under dangerous conditions (37%), down from 48% in July), not being able to get 
medical care (36%, down from 46% in July), and losing my health insurance (31%, not 
asked in July).    
 
There are huge disparities in the proportions of voters who report being negatively 
impacted across the state’s racial and ethnic populations. For example, while greater than 
eight in ten of Spanish speaking Latinos report being seriously impacted by the virus in 
each of the seven areas measured, much smaller proportions of the state’s white non-
Hispanics (between 22% - 35%) report serious repercussions on their or their family’s lives 
in six of the seven areas measured.   
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IGS Co-Director G. Cristina Mora noted that, “the findings continue to show important 
racial disparities across the state.  Latinos, especially those with immigrant backgrounds, 
continue to have higher pandemic-related economic and health risks today.” 
 
These results come from the latest statewide Berkeley IGS Poll completed online in English 
and Spanish September 9-15, 2020 among 7,198 California registered voters. 
  
 
28% of Californians in mid-September felt the coronavirus health threat in their area 
was becoming more serious, down from 67% who felt this way in July 
In its mid-September survey, the Berkeley IGS Poll repeated a question posed to voters 
two months earlier asking them to assess the progression of the health threat posed by the 
coronavirus in their own local area. In July fully two in three of the state’s voters (67%) 
felt the coronavirus health threat was becoming more serious in their area.  Now, fewer 
than three in ten (28%) feel the health threat from virus in their area is more serious.  More 
Californians (40%) now describe the health threat from the virus as remaining about the 
same in their area, while 31% think it is becoming less serious. 
 
The decline in the perceived seriousness of the threat is fairly uniform across the state’s 
eight major regions. 
 

Table 1 
Perceived seriousness of the coronavirus health threat to residents in 

their own local area now vs. July – statewide and by region 
                                        Mid-September                                   July  

 More   
serious 

  % 

About the         
same    

% 

Less 
serious 

% 

More   
serious 

  % 

About the         
same 
% 

Less 
serious 

% 
Total statewide 28 40 31 67 21 12 
 
Region 

      

Los Angeles County 27 44 28 72 19 10 
San Diego County 27 43 29 61 23 15 
Orange County 21 35 43 62 23 15 
Inland Empire  24 37 38 59 25 15 
Other Southern California 33 30 35 67 21 12 
Central Valley 29 36 34 66 20 14 
San Francisco Bay Area 30 45 24 68 24 8 
Other Northern California 35 30 35 69 18 13 
Note:  In this and succeeding tables, the differences between 100% and the sum of the percentages for each survey 

equals proportion with no opinion. 
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Proportions who report their lives being negatively impacted by the virus is less than 
it was in July, but many continue to report serious repercussions 
The poll also repeated a question series from July asking voters whether the coronavirus 
was causing serious problems for them in their own or their family’s lives.  The results 
indicate that while the proportions of Californians who report being negatively impacted is 
now less than it was in July, significant proportions continue to report being seriously 
impacted. 
 
For example, while a 59% majority of voters reports that potentially getting sick or getting 
sick from the virus as a serious problem for themselves or their families, this is down from 
69% who said this in July.  In addition, nearly half (46%) cite a serious problem due to a 
family member’s reduced wages or work hours, although this too is down from 53% in 
July.   
 
Other negative consequences reported by about one in three voters in the current survey 
include: losing a job (39%, down from 45% in July), not being able to pay for basic 
necessities (38%, down from 43% in July), being unable to work remotely or having to 
work under dangerous conditions (37%), down from 48% in July), not being able to get 
medical care (36%, down from 46% in July), and losing my health insurance (31%, not 
asked in July).    
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    Table 2a 

Negative consequences that the coronavirus is having on  
California registered voters and their families – now vs. July   

 A serious 
problem 

(net) 
% 

 
  Very 

   serious 
   % 

 
Somewhat 

serious 
% 

Not a    
serious 
problem  
      % 

Getting or getting sick from the 
coronavirus  

    

September    59 29 30   38 
July    69 42 27   28 

     
Reduced wages or work hours      

September  46 26 20 51 
July  53 34 19 44 

     
Losing my job     

September  39 24 15 57 
July  45 29 16 51 

     
Not being able to pay for basic 
necessities  

    

September  38 22 16 60 
July  43 26 17 55 

     
Unable to work remotely or work 
under dangerous conditions  

    

September  37 20 17 60 
July  48 28 19 50 

     
Not being able to get medical care      

September  36 20 16 62 
July  46 25 21 51 

     
Losing my health insurance      

September  31 20 11 65 
July  NA NA NA NA 

NA:   Not asked in July survey 
 
Latino voters, especially Spanish speakers, are much more likely than others to report 
serious problems in their own lives due to the virus 
The impact of the virus on the lives of Californians is reported more frequently by the 
state’s Latinos, and especially its Spanish speakers.   
 
Greater than eight in ten of Spanish speaking Latinos report that they or their families have 
been seriously impacted by the virus in each of the seven areas measured.  By contrast, 
much smaller proportions of the state’s white non-Hispanics (between 22% - 35%) report 
that the virus has had serious repercussions on their or their family’s lives in six of the 
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seven areas measured.  The only area where a majority of white non-Hispanics reports 
being seriously impacted relates to the possibility of getting sick from the virus which 54% 
describe as a serious problem.  
 
Black registered voters are also more likely than white non-Hispanic voters to report 
negative impacts on themselves and their families, although not to the same extent as 
Latino voters. 
 

 Table 2b 
Racial and ethnic differences in the proportions of California registered voters 

who report serious problems due to the coronavirus  
  

Total 
voters 

% 

White 
non-

Hispanic 
% 

 
 

Asian 
% 

 
 

Black 
% 

 
Latino 
(total) 

% 

English- 
 dominant 

  Latino 
  % 

Spanish- 
dominant 

Latino 
% 

Getting the virus or getting 
sick from the virus  

       

Serious problem (net) 59 54 58 67 71 62 90 
    “Very serious”  29 21 32 36 43 30 71 
        
Reduced wages or work 
hours  

       

Serious problem (net) 46 36 43 51 64 54 87 
    “Very serious”  26 19 24 34 39 31 58 
        
Lost my job        
Serious problem (net) 39 30 42 37 57 45 86 
    “Very serious”  25 17 25 26 41 30 67 
        
Unable to pay for basic for 
basic necessities  

       

Serious problem (net) 38 28 35 46 57       44      87 
    “Very serious”  22 14 18 31 37 25 65 
        
Unable to work remotely  
or must work under 
dangerous conditions 

       

Serious problem (net) 37 26 37 41 59 49 81 
    “Very serious”  20 12 20 23 34 27 51 
        
Unable to get medical care        
Serious problem (net) 35 26 38 31 52 40 82 
    “Very serious”  20 12 20 19 36 24 64 
        
Lost my health insurance        
Serious problem (net) 31 22 30 29 50 35 85 
    “Very serious”  20 13 19 20 35 23 64 
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Two in three of the state’s voters recognize that the state’s Latino and Black 
communities are disproportionately affected by the coronavirus 
Two in three of the state’s registered voters (68%) recognize that Latino and Black 
Californians are more likely to be impacted by the virus than other populations.  Just 14% 
do not, while 18% aren’t sure.  These results are very similar to those found in July. 
 

Table 3 
Agree-Disagree:  “Coronavirus impacts Latino and Black people more than 

other groups.” (among California registered voters)  
 September  

% 
July 
% 

Agree 68 64 
Agree strongly 44 44 
Agree somewhat 24 20 

Disagree 14 16 
Disagree somewhat 4 4 
Disagree strongly 10 12 

Neither agree nor disagree 18 20 
 
 
Three in four say they’d be likely to get vaccinated if an FDA-approved drug were 
available to them at no cost 
A large majority of the state’s registered voters (74%) say they would likely get vaccinated 
if a drug approved by the nation’s Food and Drug Administration were made available to 
them at no cost, although 26% say they would not. 
 
The voter segments least likely to get vaccinated are Black voters, Republicans and minor 
party registrants, non-college graduates, voters age 40-49, and households where children 
under age 18 are present, with over a third of the voters in each segment saying they would 
not likely get vaccinated. 
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Table 4 

Stated likelihood of getting vaccinated if the Food and Drug Administration were 
to approve a vaccine for the coronavirus and it was available to you at no cost 

(among California registered voters) 
 Likely 

% 
Not likely 

% 
Total registered voters 74            26 
   
Party registration    

Democrat 81 19  
Republican 60 39  
No Party Preference 77 23  
Other party 63 36  

 
Gender 

   

Male 77 22  
Female 71 29  
    

Education    
High school grad or less 71 29  
Some college/trade school 67 33  
Bachelor’s degree 79 21  
Post graduate work 82 17  
    

Age    
18-29 80 20  
30-39 71 29  
40-49 68 32  
50-64 71 28  
65-74 75 25  
75 or older 85 15  

 
Race/ethnicity 

   

 White non-Hispanic 76 24  
 Latino 71 29 
 Asian / Pacific Islander 84 16 
 Black 56 44 
   

Child under 18 in household   
Yes 77 23 
No 70           30 
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About the Survey 
The findings in this report are based on a Berkeley IGS Poll completed by the Institute of Governmental 
Studies (IGS) at the University of California, Berkeley. The poll was administered online in English 
and Spanish September 9-15, 2020 among 7,198 California registered voters. 
 
The survey was administered by distributing email invitations to stratified random samples of the state’s 
registered voters. Each email invited voters to participate in a non-partisan survey conducted by the 
University and provided a link to the IGS website where the survey was housed. Reminder emails were 
distributed to non-responding voters and an opt out link was provided for voters not wishing to receive 
further email invitations. 
 
Samples of registered voters with email addresses were provided to IGS by Political Data, Inc., a 
leading supplier of registered voter lists in California and were derived from information contained on 
the state’s official voter registration rolls.  Prior to the distribution of emails, the overall sample was 
stratified by age and gender in an attempt to obtain a proper balance of survey respondents across major 
segments of the registered voter population. 
 
To protect the anonymity of survey respondents, voters’ email addresses and all other personally 
identifiable information derived from the original voter listing were purged from the data file and 
replaced with a unique and anonymous identification number during data processing.  In addition, post-
stratification weights were applied to align the sample of registered voters responding to the survey to 
population characteristics of the state’s registered voters.   
 
The sampling error associated with the results from the survey are difficult to calculate precisely due 
to the effects of sample stratification and the post-stratification weighting. Nevertheless, it is likely that 
findings based on the overall sample of registered voters are subject to a sampling error of 
approximately +/-2 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.   
 
Detailed tabulations reporting the results to each question can be found at the Berkeley IGS Poll website 
at https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll. 
 
Question wording  
How would you describe the health threat posed by the coronavirus to the residents in your own local 
area?   
 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Coronavirus impacts Latino and 
Black people more than other groups? 
 
For each of the following, please indicate the degree to which each is a problem that you or your 
immediate family expect to face – or are already facing – as a result of the coronavirus?  (1) Getting 
sick from the coronavirus, (2) Not being able to pay for basic necessities, (3) Not being able to get 
medical care, (4) Losing my job, (5) Reduced wages or work hours, (6) Unable to work remotely or 
working under dangerous conditions, or (7) Losing my health insurance. 
 
If the Food and Drug Administration were to approve of a vaccine to prevent the coronavirus and it 
was made available to you at no cost, how likely would you be to get vaccinated?  
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About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that 
pursues a vigorous program of research, education, publication and public service. A component 
of the University of California system’s flagship Berkeley campus, IGS is the oldest organized 
research unit in the UC system and the oldest public policy research center in the state.  IGS’s co-
directors are Professor Eric Schickler and Associate Professor Cristina Mora.   
 
IGS conducts periodic surveys of public opinion in California on matters of politics and public 
policy through its Berkeley IGS Poll. The poll, which is disseminated widely, seeks to provide a 
broad measure of contemporary public opinion, and to generate data for subsequent scholarly 
analysis.  The director of the Berkeley IGS Poll is Mark DiCamillo. For a complete listing of stories 
issued by the Berkeley IGS Poll go to https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll.  




