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Tinta da China 
for percussion solo 
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Stage Setting

�  

1. Congas 

2. Bongos 

3. Bass drum (with pedal) 

4. Snare drum 

5. Tenor drum 

6. Metal form 

7. Metal pipes (with a big difference in pitch between them) 

8. Triangle 

9. Small tam-tam 

10.Large tam-tam 

11.Woodblocks 

12.Guiro 

13.Log drum (bass) 



Performance Marks 
Breathing: 

Inhale:    

Exhale:  

Notes to be performed by breathing are indicated with a cross notehead: 

 

If any letter is present below the notes, it should be spoken. In that case, note will have a normal 

notehead:   

Beaters:  

These are the 4 standard beaters: 2 drum stick   , 1 wood mallet    and 1 felt mallet    

Position in the score will determine the order in which they should be handled, from left to right: 

   
   1   2   3   4 

      L      R  

This position will change at measure 80, as following: 

   
   1   2   3   4 

      L      R 

There will also be a pair of brushes and a superball 

Paper 

Paper sheets should be hanging somewhere near the performer, so there’s time enough to take and 

smash or rip them. 

          

Instrumental improvisation:  

Player is free to choose which instruments to play, while following the written rhythm. 

Misc.: 

Scratch with stick:   

With fist and metal beater suspended: Whenever this indication appears, Tam-tam should already be 

prepared with the metal beater hanging. 
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