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הָכיֵא

for two singers

playing ukuleles

with spoken chorus

and quintet

(2019)

Aaron

Israel

Levin

EIKHAH

(‘Êykhôh)





Eikhah

(2019)

Instrumentation

Percussion

Harp

Piano

Spoken Choir

Soprano 1 (playing soprano ukulele 1)

Soprano 2 (playing soprano ukulele 2)

Cello

Double bass

Percussion Key and Instrumentation:

Performance Notes:

• Percussion: All percussion drums should be muted.

• Spoken Choir: The spoken choir should be made up of no less than six male voices, who represent the

corrupt politicians and priests of ancient Jerusalem. They should be placed antiphonally around the stage.

• Singers: The singers should be mic'ed. The singers perform as one voice since they represent the biblical God

- the idea being that the voice of God is so tremendous that it takes two voices to come close to matching it.

The character of God in this piece is powerful, wrathful, but also coquettishly indifferent, with a certain tongue-

in-cheek throughout.

• Ukuleles: If possible, the ukuleles should be electric soprano ukuleles, and balanced with the mic'ed singers

by a mixer. If electric ukuleles are not available, acoustic will make do. Ukuleles must be played by the singers.

Duration: c. 11 min.

To the Juror/Panelist,

If time is limited, please listen to the following excerpt:

Three Minute Excerpt

mm. 56-146; [1:40-4:40]

Thank you for your consideration.



Eikhah

Text in Hebrew and Yiddish

Based on Book of Lamentations and Yiddish proverbs 

Transliteration:

Eikhah! 

Der oylem iz a goylem.

Der oylem iz nit keyn goylem.

Der oylem iz a goylem.

Eikhah!

Translation:

How!

People are idiots.

People are not idiots.

People are idiots.

How!

Program Note:

In Hebrew, the biblical Book of Lamentations begins with the exclamation "Eikhah!" Frequently translated into

English as "alas," the word's true meaning is closer to "how," or "why." Regardless, the word represents an

existential question which is posed to God during the destruction of ancient Jerusalem and the banishment of

the Hebrew people from their homeland. In this piece, the word "Eikhah" is exclaimed by a chorus of male

voices representing the corrupt priests and politicians of ancient Jerusalem, in the hopes that God will provide

an answer to their misery. In the Book of Lamentations, God never answers the people's cries, despite their

suffering, but here, God - represented by two female voices - does respond. However, God's response is a

sardonic and blithe Yiddish proverb, and he jeers at the chorus in an almost playful way. Unsatisfied with God's

answer, the chorus persists, but God continues to answer with his biting words. Ultimately, God stops his song

with a tongue-in-cheek impatience, leaving the chorus crying out to no avail, but somehow eternally chained to

their question, "Eikhah."

-- Aaron Israel Levin

To the Juror/Panelist,

If time is limited, please listen to the following excerpt:

Three Minute Excerpt

mm. 56-146; [1:40-4:40]

Thank you for your consideration.
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A‹ F D‹ G
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f sempre

Laid Back; tongue-in-cheek q = 96

V

N.B. Spoken choir speaks antiphonally in conjunction with whichever uke. is playing.
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