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Enrico Minaglia

physis IIT — metallo

for solo trombone,
live electronics and tape



Time passes, and [ have reached the third piece of the Physis series.
This time I will concentrate on Bruno's dialogue “De gli eroici furori”.
In this book, the philosopher studies the life of the wise man (the sapiente): he stands
firm against the world, knowing that everything under the sun is transitory, and in
the end will vanish like a dream, and never come back. With this stoical attitude he
will avoid the woes of being carried by the passions like the ordinary men, and will
lead a calm, long and happy life. But one day he will perceive that this is not enough,
and that he wants more. His soul will then suffer again all the passions, he will
become a furioso, and he will struggle to penetrate the mistery of Nature, like a
butterfly in the night is attracted by the lamp's flame. But as the butterfly always
ends burned by the flame, the moment in which he finally will obtain such a divine
knowledge, will be his last moment on Earth: like the mythical hunter Actaeon, that
when manages to see Diana bathing naked, is turned into a deer, and is devoured by
his dogs, since the view of the naked truth about nature is not allowed to humans.

The trombone here symbolises this experience, the shift from sapiente to furioso, and
his metaphoric death, torn to pieces by the dogs of Actaeon (the live electronics).
[ wanted to explore deeply the charme de l'impossibilité, then all the piece is based on

the sixth mode by Messiaen, from which a melodic sequence has been
derived for the trombone part.
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