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Composer’s Note

Leon Theremin is best known for his invention of the etherphone (an instrument
better known by his name, the theremin). Its unique method of sound
production, through proximity triggered oscillators, have made it one of the
most unique instruments of the 20th century. With a smooth, gliding tone, many
composers have utilised it to evoke mystery and futurism, an idea present in the
writing of this piece.

Theremin’s Listening Device refers to ‘The Thing’ or the ‘Great Seal Bug, one of
his lesser known inventions which was given as a gift by the Soviet Union to the
United States Ambassador to the Soviet Union in 1945. The device was hidden in
a Great Seal of the United States, hanging in plain sight on the wall of the
Ambassador’s office in Moscow for seven years before it was discovered.
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