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Program Note

The House Grows Sick... draws inspiration from the dark and often jarring writings of
American poet Russell Edson. Edson’s poem Vomit depicts a scene in which a father and a
wife (as labeled by the author) nonchalantly quarrel over the fact that their house is
beginning to fall ill, as their dining room is literally vomiting. This type of dark and literal
imagery is common within Edson’s poetry, and beckons the obscure, attractive, and
justifiably complicated task of making sense of the absurdity and chaos depicted within. The
House Grows Sick..., is a work that takes such a challenge, and not only attempts to
showcase such themes regarding fear, uncertainty, and hopelessness, but rather amplifies and
mirrors them through dense musical gesture, timbre, and form.




Soprano

*The soprano part should be
performed dramatically
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§ different types of staff. The one
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register staff”: where the top line is
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General pitch. Based on placement on 3
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. There is also a single line staff for ’ LE line staff. Use chromaticism.
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Violin

Scratch tone - should be played
at the frog to create a pitch-less
scratch effect.

bow behind the bridge on the thread:
- should be played at the frog to create a
pitch-less squeak effect.

Jete (ricochet) - fully controlled

Ricochet into arco MORE CONTROL:
let the bow bounce with some pressure
applied and transition into arco.

Ricochet into arco LESS CONTROL:
let the bow bounce freely and transition
into arco.

sul tasto

sul ponticello



Horn

*The horn part requires a

stop mute
reverse M.P Air Flutter Reverse mouthpiece Air Flutter: reverse the
} 3 %) I mouthpiece and hold it at an angle next to the
4 ﬁé - mouthpiece opening and blow against the resulting
stz resistance

(aironly)

Percussive air effects

muted
un- muted

Partial Rip

Glissando: may use half valve
or any method you prefer
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Irregularly Stutter:

“B... Be... Begins” :
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Serape with top of nails, using palm
and wrists to mute the strings
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with a light stutter
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transition to a hoarse/out of breath fashion

17

» in a hoarse/out of breath fashion

<mf

p

A"

(Ped. Cont.)

82 + o +
[ T T ]
= — = =
fo" Es F -
- - s s
pppp
P I —— n
Ord.
sp 0ST —— ST ;,f
T =
" — - 000 A/ - C
. 4 . = e — S
DA T | & ) T ) rd T | ]
{ey—® < p3 & : 1 : 1 : : = : 1
ANIV 4 | | | | | ]
o | —
rrp —m— P PP — M
i
52 e = e
0 = # .
DA - bl
(& a 3 p3 b2 73 —
oJ [— —
V4
o .
— N — be
ﬁ: ¥ ¥ H—» . } ¥ i ] ] ¥ *): —
< < < . P < Ty 1 L < —
D] o® 'y e® —_— o

steady dynamic "drone-like"

L1 LY
Simultaneously bow as
many strings as possible \

v




The House Grows Sick...

18

\

Pluck w/ fingernail

NS NS NS NS 7374
1 1
o o
?MM/ ol
. ] .
Q] 1 o:
5 ﬁmb
: 3
f=1 N
[Y o ol Ay Fag
s v vy a
H e = =
. 1
L8
all \
i~ -\u ~ L)
= 8 o
LM<t LAt LAt Lot L
~t
ﬂ o o
Tw| &8 [ [ [
- Jw}a
N
~ o ~
o o o
TN
===
xX
TTT® AR
! PR N
T <t i <t bl
PO Iy
1l : S
[ 1N .4 L . .
s v v
> o o
b & LW
===
ﬂu. &
o N 3 ~ i~
~t A umm pSJ m Rlel el
NSt = R N=F ~-
(1T 7] ° rrul o
g
va
o
~t ¢ g .
o~ = g EtS —
o i N = N N
4 o
e = =
. 1
a )
u = =
i)
< e
g & 3
) S
B, N .
at nEY : LI ¥
ol s
A J.
& NG N NG N
& g g g g
= > & T




Hn.

Vin.

H.D.

5

The House Grows Sick...

F

» in a hoarse/out of breath fashion in anger

Allegro (M.M. J =c. 120)

19

As Frantically as prpp —
91 possible, stutter: " \? y -
I| : V... Va... : I H 1 :/1 LI- g g 3 g 3
. 4 4 4
V - o-mit!
stutter more aggressively
than before
91
2 1l = 4 == — 3
= y 2 I T I & & T T ] y 2 y 2 T P =
= < * 1 i — i frem —= < o - 4
i g 9 - #® - . i j
® P mp
PP ———— mp f
norm. arco —» punta d'arco norm. arco ————————» puntadarco norm. arco
to SP SP - +0d Sp Ord. o
o > 7 Z | 2 | ﬂ'ﬁi / 4 7 s {é - ;
p — Z— L., 4 TFEEEIE mmeyes,.  00 L )
’34‘/1‘17411,1(‘\.\“\;4'-'@:' = 4 L .\—L,_ .‘/‘ 4 ‘/7‘11477‘1‘\-\‘4 i —y "14
fo “te @ ofs *7® °F T — T fo “he @ oo *He °F — ==
— y
Jir prp — mf ———  ppp mp
> . .
maestoso I > > el
b3 > . =
s 7 g g i o = L% % : - 7
i i —t— £ — 8 ] = = T 3 < =,
O—A— : A 1 ! ! < < va A
g & T 14 = — A | —— S— _Eiﬁq-*
v P o f mp
- — ) 11— 4 3
— : b 2 I’;t 3

(Ped. Cont.)

muted spoon jete

)|

Bounce spoon on muted strings




The House Grows Sick...

20

m sy 4 A
ax .ol H
‘N DH—S -
rt Ll o YN e
m - o
\ v E : "
RN YR
' o/ e
-l
ol ° S e -4l e
Mm o
- N = [ p
g Y
= %
[ 1 ~
L
[ i
" i :
re quuc ~t ~t vt
L 2 ;
_ Tm. " i
. === ” =
® L.
i ¢ HEA 4 4.,? ™
o
NOYSE NS NS NOSE <t (Na 5§
- e \Aw.
H h il
~t W TTeNA m "
uﬂnn-\
M
- ~
o
e i ol o
" W o L1y
— LT -
[ Y, - i
S -4 | M
\ 5 Ex I
£ - ! g
g ! 2 M T e ” .#n’vw
m, EXS
- . @ .
<t It~ < g | STt S N =
Rk D d“ o m
C
L L]
"I
Mw _- -
A T
s Il THIES L3
M
~ Al ] fmJ
~t o ~ 9
. R | Ml
\: o
| | o ~d m | .#l’vw
h |
ﬁmJ - g
U NS NS NSt <t N
,OO/ nmw\v S Amv %AIAWV\U %nln ) e S ﬂ
@ g = ) fa)
T = & s




21

The House Grows Sick...

(s (Sl S NI NIt ~ .nfu ZTT
] il .m \\.m e e
) . .
_ Il Y N ’
(Y8 (R =
(I =
Y Wi
N (1IN Alel] R o ol
o ' i W |“w
o o
A
o e sl
(Y g e
== L
S e
' = YNNI W [EERN o
o
6 | r Conl
QL 2 o o o ] L)
NEEN L[] A
NN ® \ WA S A red
E A A .‘.‘%
R e
L) ~d ] 8T A >.Lu\m\
e L
N
i)
S NI i i
)
L
i n & — ﬁ .
H‘H> W A+ - -/
NS Nt NS NOSE NOSE Na So
<
.\\‘ .o
e EIY i IR
s TR
."a ol e
e Ay i
Lo | = =
g = =5
L] .Mc L M
Q 3 ~t Alol] N 8
= N f N
*—. A"HI s < t ~Irt < t < -
(11T o [ o
' Ny
A
ol Sonl
?o.
JHE IS . Y A
=== —_ |
-] S
/] . ,o\\\\ o
@ 1 ? Cenl
~t Cnl o BLE
Nt NI CNIRE NI=E ﬁ/Ln_l
ANER \ L =
A ) —Jﬁ A
e
—‘ p_v ®w mA wA ~
=} ] ul
X -
:
=1 ~t LE i~
'y % ~
L ===
N Gl
i)
% ~lte- _4 I
)
m \1‘ —.- an ‘ '
< | A
: MRy : »
&~ ool
S e NG SNE e E =
< = S a
= = & o




Vin.

H.D.

22

The House Grows Sick...

( follow violin dynamics )
whispered

As Frantically as

» hoarse—>whispered—— ,yellingover __, whisp
violin

105 possible, stutter: -
o 2 | ® “To which the father ® |
4 ¢ (] . L]
%‘:‘ % replies...” A_
T
- - mit!
105 >
N | A o Z _ /
s — —= - he 1 ——7 = == r = = 1
[ £an A = T 1 ] T T 1 PN A e T T T
.JV 4 ; I I — I L- I I 4 L } T I Z
— g b P ——— mf —— ppP
/ SP Ord.
norm. arco Py
Ord SP ST /S;l’ ST — e s s e
— — — - 1 — — —
= — £ e = N
g v NS - Py g ffE e EEE £ E
b4 7 T o " "o o #% T T A A T J T 7 1 Pd T T T .
V4% = T ot ] >y >y o @ #* ] T T T L L = I 1 T I I T T I T
[ fan A T hulll I I r ] & I I | T T A T T T I T
.JV 4 nea I g E E ﬁ E ﬁ ~ “—L‘ I L- I 4 I I I I Z
z > z >
i X e i i i 1
) ) _ =E £ ~ 4 30 B _ 4
y 4% L] (7] 2 (] (] | Ll (7] Y 2 - 4 o~ ¥ & (] 2 2 (7] & & L)
[ fan) A 1 P I o A 1 & A VAP S & I P P 1 P PN A
ANV 71 1 71 71 71
mf’
# —_— '/"ff mp y 4
I r— L. (h)(h).p / F— Z et o /]
ﬁ L 7] ¥ 2 DG\- ] . } & T 7] & - J o~ ¥ & ] y 2 y 2 ] y 2 Y 2
I‘I 1 PN T o T o/ } } / 1 Py I‘I VAP S Py I PN PN 1 P PN
4 —_— . be 4 4 4

Ve m—||

V- -
Ve - ||
||

Simultaneously bow as

N
N

1’4 many strings as possible




23

The House Grows Sick...

Al k
e e LY
.
B i
=}
e E [ 7 7 7
L
Ex
o~ A f\\\
A R
I IEMR IS i
Oler a
\\MW En o >.'-
. il M
1 el ¢ R e
s . )
W .M ANe 3 o
Ty
€ L
LN i “
[ ] vt Ll L g Conl
.
N
A
T Ol A ﬁ ~d ~
L
¥ 5
o 9
] A o~ ~ ‘
! N
2 N e A | R T A
i &
NI NOSE NS NS N NS
B\
o 4 1]
5,
At
At T >
e - ] A8 S oa0e
Q
Tt e
b
L / EY & IMA-
L) il
9 — o al
Iy
; i ﬁ ? )
] . ]
) M-n . [ .>ﬁ ~1 93
o (1
.\
7y ENY
mi.N
Ny | L]
1” A~ vt N Wﬂ Ny HM. ﬁ \“w
2 =
m N &L S a o i o
&
® 5 | = ~
R e z Ny L A & -
<4 ] @
AH—I Al <t =t mm <t <t mam <t <t i < <t
o NE NG NG NG+ 4
©n = = ) a
= > & oS



The House Grows Sick...

24

percussive with
slight pitch

yiia

» extreme vibrato

pure (no vibrato)

Bounce spoon on muted strings
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very percussive -
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calm - but loosing

your patience
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should sound like
striking a match
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percussive

transition to a more

(pitch unimportant)

pitched percussive sound
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4

As Frantically as

possible, stutter:

“ba... ba... born”
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Scrape with top of nails, using palm
and wrists to mute the strings
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Vin.

H.D.

very percussive -
should sound like
P striking a match

As Frantically as
180 possible, stutter:

The House Grows Sick...

Simultaneously bow as \
many strings as possible
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stuttering

percussive with
slight pitch
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match pitch of horn
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Mute strings, bounce spoon on top

of higher strings

let ring

& M e .
Il
~t A o
iy
. M Vu 1 ﬂ )
\HEE m ~d NEEAL)
FN
I )
A oy
|p\p
Q | ! m. o R ] \\M
L L o
L}
L]
Tw g
il
Q [ 1 N N
m;__.
TN
~ N
® ~ mA s
Q| + 0 o — ~ M. ~
i L a ;
g
~t W
o 2
Q| 1 - N \ g
NRr :
.!‘ =] ~y ~y m.
® ~ WA S w—— m
A~ o [ W o~ o w
Tl
1l
Ly, Eu
1 1l [ [
o .umm\_
~t S +al W 4 ¥
B== 7 7‘
o (Y] Soal
E <[\ _!
8 (N = b I
T e
e
e | uom\\ o
5
i _ LA
Q| e I\ m N e
il il
-8 ||
A~ Crsl e Ldu
\ NOP e
= I I [
® | e
[ [
A~ o o~ \M
o e
~t ®ﬂ mA Puwwl N o
o~ 1 - e
il 2 |
| = L N
2 I R I
L - -
w ~t
= ® A
1 [ ol e 1 1
] -
~ | g It it < ~
w § s 3 WM
P - ENINTRA 1| |1 1] S £ oAx—
< Z =
< < =t <ttt < =t < s S <<
O NG NP NP BN 3 =
« k= = S a
T > & o




N M7 Ml .
) A
1 1 TQLH | B
o~ o N
S T o i
) Il
M i v
Ul > On On
| mm . '\ m
> mEL 1 el .
® ; S 3o > vl s s
L L m i
R | A - | |
-
e o —
~t
-
A“ 5 )\
/ 29| B
NENE < T, <t =t <=t <<
\ | |
e
[
H 1 L W
Ad
% Q| > e m LI < m )
- T w
W e M m ~t BEA)
2 _ |
© ®—. n Y il *
3 I B a
E NI - »
2 LNt LA LAt LAt LAt Lt
= Iy Iy
~t At
Q| 1. ~t ; ~t
| LIE
) ' Cal | ':nu
g .
Ehl e . e
N e
Q= 5] 1] ”
g2 N 3 MY o : “u,n : W
W %
NN NS NS NOSE NS (Na 5§
g 1Mk
S .\_‘
z +adl
bl
=+ AL
- Ly, Eu
- ALl
-umm\_ W Y
™ >
o ¥ §
» T
A.\\\ o Lw <
S ST ST ane s =
s : : : :




The House Grows Sick...

40

/1 il >
£ |
.m M ~t Ol 4 o
52
£ .2 = N H .
i3 r 3 | [l M
] A = [ - uwn. ]
N |
At ~ ~d I N
J.MJ A | .'.lm Ut el & - ‘ Ll
<v el J0d I i
AKI A_I wt <t <t <t <t <t <t <H<t+
L oo ] 1T
S = E
w ..W,. S ﬁ\\?,‘? W - 1
© on ==
< & H
Wc.m ~
= 2 |l
8 = / < ¢WH ]
o
72
Mb ..m TN m o .V\\\ W ﬁ\\,,ﬁx? K. ol I
ﬁmJ A
M %-14 I NS NS (N2 53
~t [ TREA t vt
> e (i W N 1
~d rd
il e
il , |
T = el 1NN N e
\\Mw A L EX 3 IS
T
S ICT N !
| B ol
A. ‘ ! ot ol g*
V- N
W [ , e W QL n O\WU
e fooy
[ H =
% ' X YR
a
5
g8 Q | o 1o ] fmJ u@B\\
18] M
A ]
[ YHARRES 1
~t m YRl Tvﬂ 1 ] QMW M
[
< -~ o
S Uﬂ@u g mnynmud SNE ﬁ,s < =
) : = S o)
G g g :




41

The House Grows Sick...

~t
a
===
[ . q ‘L
N
Ny NRE NR- ~<
1 1
At ~4
o~ o
: .o
A3 rail s ST
44 T <7 = <t <t =t <<t
ol
/::, I
N
n
. | X ~ I
1 + ol ZI I W LTy R
L \N\\ =S
i
L1 > AP
n
[ o || M g Wl m, ‘e ~ %&,
NY<T NS NSt NSt N Aﬁu Na S§
K ~ N
=l
XA m 5 oW m o |
At ~1 ~t
o~ N
11,3 |
54 ogg
A S ! A I
e i >
T . i IR
. £ — 2 =
> | || = -
A S g/ il ~ 1N m m
A@\U 3 =N =N ﬁ s S
@ g = ] a
T = £ =




The House Grows Sick...

42

dolce

hauntingly
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mfln a biting fashion

229

1 “ﬁ N N -
L ~t N
M}.\.r
===
i »
1 N N
72
=2 sy enlll
—-qu & %
N
L™ %
o
i N
il
===
e = Iw\l LA
Ut \
| o
[ 3
1 1 N ||~ e
[
At ~ R f“M\\\
T oz =
> . ||
A S mn.ww\ ﬁw EX3 e
D Ol Ol ¢ MM
o=
o ot Sonl
oo~ 50
R
A .MJ i 1N JW Onl ~1
[ Y
\D\D
e
A~ ol m TR o~
\
[
Ny
At ~ ~t w%
. ™
o~ y
oo~ o0
S
L . s 1| I
A B 2B - N e
[ I
8y e
EI.N
A [
NN
|3
R i) 1 e
1 W .
-
. 5
BlES
1 o~
il :
1 (1 — ? S
NI APy 3
(1) o <
O AN AN 5 @) i RO
2 g = g a
T = g =




45

The House Grows Sick...

clear and

1 11 =
ik A
ﬁ by
_- %= il nn§
- oo o ()
o Sonl e
[T .hm.
Tt o ~t Rt
| &
Hy ¥
m== Ta
L)
i~ Lol R el ‘\HN
|
M
) i v
| (Y
I AL
0 s i | ol
m = = I
< | ‘ Lo
= 8 ” b
m p L X o ” 10 M
g .. |
5 n EaNN %
L [ [
Mc rnl ~t o
@
=
W —|.wc N b? ‘ ON
4 1 - o e
GLE
- | [ ]
| - ang A
i |
~ - T e
~t
N r i ~ 12
—1- 414
=X ﬁ
e W ~t e
A
xS
o o
1) f e
===
1 e o \\\J
| & |
L] WIAJ
-o || S ?
¢ _rulﬁ Ol e
Ol ? On \\\\N
Y i
»
2 . “ g
=1 . H 9 TR
g ™ PR i
= 1] NEEN
— s
LN < ‘\\' o
P
2 g
=
S5 oF H o ' 1
ﬂlﬂ s S3 I m I (1 *
§% 23i & 7]
£y TEZ ThsH
= > 7]
£2 g e
=% Zg i i
€2 2% "
5 ld W
LN ] oo Ga
— =% ~
1 2 N On \mw nm
) o o 4 -~ NS AN 2
BTW% AN AR i/ Qi EF
2 = =] S o
T S £ o




The House Grows Sick...

46

e

clear and
with slight aggression

accel. atasteadypacemJ:cH() T T T T
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aggressively

c. 120)
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» extreme vibrato

no vibrato

———— aggressively (almost spitting)
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“ please excuse me”

p but...
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* wait for five sec. after
soprano finishes speaking

272 4 9 A )
S “I think I’'m going - - - 1 ) 4 “oh where is the -
to be sick” 4 /l vomit doctor?”
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