
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
The House Grows Sick...

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4cx0b1wc

Author
Lupp, Elliott

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4cx0b1wc
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


2018
Music By: Elliott Lupp
The House Grows Sick…

Text By: Russell Edson

For soprano,  
horn, violin, piano, 
and hammered dulcimer

Elliott Lupp
The House Grows Sick…
2018

For soprano, horn, 
violin, piano, and 
hammered dulcimer



Program Note 

The House Grows Sick… draws inspiration from the dark and often jarring writings of 
American poet Russell Edson. Edson’s poem Vomit depicts a scene in which a father and a 

wife (as labeled by the author) nonchalantly quarrel over the fact that their house is 
beginning to fall ill, as their dining room is literally vomiting. This type of dark and literal 

imagery is common within Edson’s poetry, and beckons the obscure, attractive, and 
justifiably complicated task of making sense of the absurdity and chaos depicted within. The 

House Grows Sick…, is a work that takes such a challenge, and not only attempts to 
showcase such themes regarding fear, uncertainty, and hopelessness, but rather amplifies and 

mirrors them through dense musical gesture, timbre, and form. 



The soprano part utilizes three 
different types of staff. The one 
pictured to the right is a “3 line 
register staff”: where the top line is 
the highest in register, and the 
bottom line is the lowest. 

There is also a single line staff for 
percussive moments where pitch is 
not the main concern. 

And then there is a traditional five-
lined staff. 

Repeat the instructed gesture. 
Dynamics and other instructions 
will be provided.

vocal fry

percussive effects that have “pitch” 

*The soprano part should be 
performed dramatically

General pitch. Based on placement on 3 
line staff. Use chromaticism.

Soprano

Perform the text at a 
comfortable pace



 

Violin

SP

ST

Scratch tone - should be played 
at the frog to create a pitch-less 
scratch effect.  

bow behind the bridge on the thread: 
- should be played at the frog to create a 
pitch-less squeak effect.  

Jete (ricochet) - fully controlled 

Ricochet into arco LESS CONTROL: 
let the bow bounce freely and transition 
into arco.

Ricochet into arco MORE CONTROL: 
let the bow bounce with some pressure 
applied and transition into arco.

sul tasto

sul ponticello  



Horn

Reverse mouthpiece Air Flutter: reverse the 
mouthpiece and hold it at an angle next to the 
mouthpiece opening and blow against the resulting 
resistance

Percussive air effects

*The horn part requires a 
stop mute 

muted
un- muted

Partial Rip

Glissando: may use half valve 
or any method you prefer
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“ please excuse me”
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* wait for five sec. after 
soprano finishes speaking
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“I think I’m going 
to be sick”

“oh where is the 
vomit doctor?”

* wait for five sec. after 
soprano finishes speaking




