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Written for the 2016 Chamber Music Institute

at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln

[. Impetuous

[I. Cunning

[II. Vain

This quartet is partially inspired by political cartoons and political satire. I am
especially interested in the caricaturist’s ability to exaggerate bodily features in a way
that conveys a certain message about the character of the person being represented.
This quartet in miniature is an attempt to create the same effect musically by
exploring three different adjectives a political cartoonist might use to describe a
person or group he or she is drawing satirically: impetuous, cunning and vain; thus,
each movement should be played as a distinct personality.

-Stephen Mitton

Duration: c. 9:00
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