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Abstract

End-to-end sign language understanding and generation models do not accurately represent the prosody of the lan-
guages. This lack of temporal and spatial variation in generated signs leads to poor quality and lower human perception.
We seek to improve prosody in automatic models that understand sign language by modeling intensification in a data-
driven manner with strategies grounded in the linguistics of sign language by enhancing the representation of intensity
modifiers in gloss annotations. In this work, we identify four major categories for sign intensification across two differ-
ent sign languages. Through an extensive data exploration, we compare annotated datasets for German Sign Language
and British Sign Language for intensification. We analyze the effects of the domain of the dataset on the intensifier
abundance and the changes of intensifier use across different sign languages.
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