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Triple Concerto
Chris Gendall
(2011-2012)

Contents:

1: Processional 1
2: Ritual 18
3: Orchestra Tacet 41
4: Chorale 43
5: Circuits 52

Programme Note:

Although the five movements of this piece traverse a variety of sonic terrain, they
amalgamate to explore the distinction between diffused sounds and those in close
proximity (in rhythmic, harmonic and physical space).

They are named (apart from the third movement — a short interlude for trio alone) to
toy with the usual associations of these titles: the first movement’s “procession’ is
from stage to audience; the ritual is one of frantic pursuit; the “chorale” exploits
spontaneous (and often-gnarly) voice leading; “circuits” describes at once the
distribution of sound around the ensemble and some subtle, every-decreasing circles

of harmonic material.

This work was composed for the Vector Wellington Orchestra and NZTrio, and
commissioned with funding from Creative New Zealand.

Duration: 20 minutes

J creativeypls

ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND TOI AOTEAROA



INSTRUMENTATION:

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Hornsin F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Timpani

Percussion I: 2 Bongos
Crotales (Eb and B, sounding 757a)

China Cymbal
Sizzle Cymbal
Cabasa
Sandpaper Blocks
Triangle

Percussion II: Bass Drum
Tubular Bells
Suspended Cymbal
Triangle
Cowbell
Sandpaper Blocks

Violin Solo

Cello Solo

Piano Solo

Strings

Transposed Score



PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Glissandi begin immediately.
T highest possible note
Setup:

| Clarinets | | Bassoons I
| Flutes Oboes

Second Violins Violas

- |W//|
I Piano
Solo

Double
Basses

Bass
Trombone

Positioning should be relative to other performers, audience and stage.

Because of the brass’ positioning, the conductor will need to cue or even mirror
toward the audience in places. Synchronization must be maintained.

Microtonal Notation:

'T' sharpen one quarter-tone clﬂatten one quarter-tone

1# sharpen three quarter-tones &b flatten three quarter-tones

Woodwind alternative fingerings appear in parts, but are omitted from the score.
Players may substitute fingerings for the same result.

Horns use naturally occurring partials to create microtones, which are notated here to
the closest quarter-tone.
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