
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
El Onceavo Cielo (The Eleventh Heaven)

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4gt5r987

Author
Fueyo, Julián

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4gt5r987
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


A	H	M

JULIÁN	FUEYO

EL	ONCEAVO	CIELO
The	Eleventh	Heaven

(2018)

1 st	page	of	Fejérváry-Mayer	Codex: 	prehispanic	nahua	manuscript.	At	the	center	of	the	page	stands	Xiuhtecutli	(Aztec	god	of	time,	fire,	and	heat)
surrounded	by	the	four	cardinal	directions.	Within	each	cardinal	direction	there	are	two	night-lords,	a	sacred	tree,	and	a	bird.	Below	this	plane	laid
the	underworld	consisting	of	nine	levels;	above	this	plane,	thirteen	heavens.	Xiuhtecutli	and	Chantico	resided	in	the	eleventh	heaven.

																																																																																																																																																																																													
	2019

Ilhuícatl-Teotlacuauhco

Full	Orchestra



Julián	Fueyo
Ilhuícatl-Teotlacuauhco	/	The	Eleventh	Heaven

Orchestra
Piccolo
2	Flute	(2nd	doubling	to	Piccolo)
3	Oboes
Eb	Clarinet
2	Clarinets	in	bB
2	Bassoons

4	Horns	in	F
3	Trumpets	in	C	(Harmon	Mute)
2	Tenor	Trombones	(Harmon	mute)
Bass	Trombone
Tuba

Percussion	(4	players)
																			Percussion	1 : 	Xylophone,	Tambourine,	Snare	Drum,	Glockenspiel
																			Percussion	2: 	Hi-hat,	Chimes,	China	Suspended	Cymbal,	Vibraphone,	Marimba
																			Percussion	3: 	Bass	Drum,	Maracas,	Whip,	China	Suspended	Cymbal
																			Percussion	4: 	Tam-Tam	(Large),	Guiro,	China	Suspended	Cymbal,	Glockenspiel

Piano	(doubling	Celesta)

Harp

Strings

														Score	is	written	in	c.	All	instruments	are	written	at	pitch	with	the	exception	of	Piccolo,	Xylophone,	Glockenspiel,	Celesta,	and	
														Contrabass	where	the	usual	octave(s)	transpositions	apply.

Duration: 	appox.	1 0	minutes

Performance	Notes
1 )	Divisi	in	the	Violin	I	should	be	assigned	by	desk.	Desk	1 ,	3,	5. . . 	play	the	top	stave/voice.	Desk	2,	4,	6. . . 	play	the	bottom	stave/
				voice.The	same	applies	to	any	other	string	parts	where	page	turns	wouldn't	otherwise	allow	continous	playing	of	both	lines.
2)	Notes	tied	up	to	a	1 6th	note	in	the	consecuent	measure	should	be	cut-off	at	the	downbeat	of	such	measure	and	not	linger.
3)	Pitched	percussion	should	be	played	with	relatively	harder	mallets.	Particularly,	the	Glockenspiel	and	Vibraphone.	
4)	Tambourine	(Percussion	I)	should	be	mounted.
5)	Brass: 	harmon	mute	should	always	be	played	with	stem	in.

Program	Note
El	Onceavo	Cielo	(The	Eleventh	Heaven)	gets	its	title	from	the	eleventh	strata	of	the	Nahua	cosmogony:	Ilhuícatl-Teotlacuauhco,	
‘ the	heaven	where	the	red	god	(is)’ . 	Ilhuícatl,	heaven;	teotl,	god;	tlacuauhqui,	red;	co,	place.	This	is	the	strata	where	Xiuhtecutli	
(god	of	fire)	and	his	female	counterpart	Chantico	(goddess	of	wrath	and	volcanoes)	dwell: 	the	red	sky,	full	of	rays	where	the	dying	
Sun	and	twilight	reside.	
		
In	writing	this	piece	I	was	most	fascinated	by	the	towering	psychological	models	embedded	into	Nahua	cosmogony	and	myth:
structures	capable	of	supporting	thirteen	heavens	and	nine	underworlds.	More	specifically,	I	was	most	interested	in	the	central	role	
Xiuhtecutli	plays	in	this	cosmological	system	and	the	visual	art	depicting	this.	He	is	often	depicted	as	the	‘old	god,’	the	most	ancient
of	them	all.	The	first	page	of	the	Fejérváry-Mayer	codex	illustrates	Xiuhtecutli	surrounded	by	eight	night-lords	and	the	four-cardinal	
direction: 	at	the	center	of	reality.	In	his	hand,	he	holds	the	fire	of	creation.	

First	Performance
Date: 	11 /23/2019	in	Mixon	Hall,	Cleveland	Institute	of	Music
Conductor: 	Sunny	Xia

To	find	more	pieces	by	Julián	Fueyo	or	learn	more	visit	www.julianfueyo.com

El	Onceavo	cielo
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